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CHARTER

PREAMBLE

We, the people of the City of Ithaca, grateful to God for the blessings of
freedom, peace, health, safety, and justice, and desirous of further securing
these blessings to ourselves and our posterity, and to provide for the public
peace and health and for the safety of persons and property, do hereby ordain
and establish this charter for the City of Ithaca.

CHAPTER I
NAME, AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

A. Name.
The city shall be a body corporate under the name, "The City of Ithaca."

B. Boundaries.
I. The city shall embrace the territory constituting the City of Ithaca on the

effective date of this charter, together with such annexations thereto and less
any detachments therefrom that may be made from time to time. Such ter­
ritory is more accurately described as:

All of Section 31 of Twp. II North Range 2 West, Section 6 of Twp. 10
North Range 2 West, Section I of Twp. 10 North Range 3 West, and Sec­
tion 36 of Twp. II North Range 3 West, Gratiot County Michigan.

2. Upon annexation or detachment of territory, the boundaries shall be
deemed thereby to be changed without amendment of this section.

3.The Clerk shall maintain and keep available in his office for public inspec­
tion an official description of the current boundaries of the city.

C. Wards.
The city shall constitute one ward until required by population to have

more than one ward.

D. Records to be Public.
All records of the city shall be public, unless otherwise provided by law;

shall be kept in city offices, except when required for official reasons or for
purposes of safekeeping to be elsewhere; and shall be available for inspection
at all reasonable times in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act.

E. Public Records as Evidence.
All papers, books, or other records of any matter required by law, or by

the provisions of any ordinance or regulation, to be kept in any of the city
departments shall be deemed public records, and they, or copies duly certified
by the custodian thereof, shall be prima facie evidence of their contents in all
suits at law or in equity or in other proceedings.

F. Definitions and Interpretations.
Except as otherwise specifically provided or indicated by the context of this

charter:
1. The word "board" includes the word "commission";
2. The word "city" means the City of Ithaca;
3. The word "council" means the City Council of the City of Ithaca;
4. The word "law" denotes applicable federal law, the Constitution and



statutes of Michigan, the applicable common taw and this charter;
5. The word "officer" includes, but shall not be limited to, the Mayor, the

members of the Council, and, as herinafter provided, the administrative
officers, deputy administrative officers, and members of city boards
created by or pursuant to this charter;

6. The word "person" extends and may be applied to bodies politic and
corporate and to partnerships and associations, as well as to individuals;

7. The words "printed" or "printing" include typewriting, printing,
engraving, stencil duplicating, lithographing, photostating, or any
similar method of reproducing written language which is understandble
by average literate persons;

8. The words "publish" or "published" include publication in the manner
provided by law, or, where there is no applicable law, in one or more
newspapers of the city qualified by law, for the publication of legal
notices, or by posting in at least three places in each election precinct;

9. Except in reference to signatures, the words uwritten" and HiD writing"
include hand written script, printing, typewriting, teletype and
telegraphic communications, and other forms of written language
readable by the average literate person;

10. All words indicating the present tense are not limited to the time of the
adoption of this Charter, but extend to and include the time of the hap­
pening of any event or requirement to which a charter provision is ap­
plied;

II. The singular includes the plural, the plural includes the singular, and the
masculine gender extends to and includes the feminine gender and the
neuter;

G. Official Performance.
Whenever this charter requires the performance of an act by an officer, the

act may be performed by a deputy or by a subordinate, under the officer's
direction, unless otherwise provided by law.

H. Penalties for Violations of Charter.
Any person found guilty of an act constituting a violation of this charter

may be punished by a fine or imprisonment, or by both such flne and im­
prisonment, in the descretion of the court. No such flne shall exceed the sum
of five hundred dollars nor shall any such imprisonment exceed ninety days.
This section shall not operate to limit or prejudice the power to remove of­
flcers or discharge employees as provided in this charter;

I. Chapter and Section Headings.
The chapter and section headings used in this charter are for convenience

only, and shall not be considered as part of the charter.

J. Amendments.
This charter may be amended at any time in the manner provided by law.

Should two or more amendments adopted at the same election have conflicting
provisions, the amendment receiving the largest affirmative vote shall prevail
as to those provisions.

K. Severability of Charter Provisions.
If any provision, section, or clause of this charter, or the application

thereof to any person or circumstance, is held invalid, such invalidity shall not
affect any remaining portion or application of this charter, which can be given
effect without the invalid portion or application, and, to this end, this charter
is declared to be severable.

2

CHAPTER II
MUNICIPAL POWERS AND LIABlLmES

A. General Powers.
I. Unless otherwise provided or limited in this charter, the city shall possess

and be vested with all the powers, privileges, and immunities, expressed or im­
plied, which cities are perntitted by law to exercise or to include in their
charters. The enumeration of particular powers, privileges, or immunities in
this section or elsewhere in this charter shall not be held to be exclusive.

2. The city shall have power to manage and control its finances, rights, in­
terests, buildings, and property, to enter into contracts, to do any act to ad­
vance the interests, good government, and prosperity of the city and its in­
habitants, and to protect the public peace, morals, health, safety, and general
welfare. In the exercise of such powers, the city may enact ordinances, rules,
and regulations, and take such other action as may be required, not inconsis­
tent with law. The power of the city shall include, but shall not be limited to,
the following:

a. To declare as a hazard or nuisance any act or condition, upon public or
private property, or both, which is or may be dangerous to the health, safety,
morals, or welfare of the inhabitants of the city, including, but not limited to,
the accumulation of rubbish and the growing of noxious weeds; to provide for
the abatement thereof; and to provide that the costs of such abatement shall be
charged as a special assessment against the real property on which the hazard
or nnisance is located.

b. To provide for the public welfare by:
(I) Regulating trades, occupations, and amusements within the city, and

prohibiting trades, occupations, and amusements which are detrimental to the
safety, health, morals, or welfare of its inhabitants;

(2) Regulating the preparation, storage, transportation, and sale of
foods, drugs, and beverages for human consumption;

(3) Provide for the collecting and disposing of garbage and rubbish;
(4) Licensing and regulating the number of vehicles, which carry persons

or property for hire, fixing the rates of fare and charges, and determining the
location of stands for such vehicles;

(5) Licensing and regulating billboards and advertising signs and the
locations thereof;

(6) Regulating the construction, erection, alteration, eqnipment, repair,
moving, removal, and demolition of buildings and structures and their ap­
purtenances and service eqnipment;

(7) Establishing zones within the city and regulating therein the use and
occupancy of lands and structures; the height, area, size, and location of
buildings; the reqnired open spaces for light and ventilation of buildings, and
the density of population;

(8) Regulating, limiting and, prohibiting the construction and use of
buildings and lands in order to promote the public safety and to prevent fires;

(9) Regulating and controlling the use of streams, waters, and water
courses within the city.

c. To establish and reasonably control streets, alleys, bridges, and public
places, and the space above and beneath them, and the use thereof by:

(I) Creating and vacating the same and acquiring and disposing of land,
or any interest in land, required therefore;

(2) Providing a plan of streets and alleys within the city and for a
distance of not more than three miles beyond its limits;

(3) Compel1ing all persons to care for the untraveled portions of streets
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lying between the curbs and sidewalks, which abut upon premises owned, con­
trolled or occupied by them, and to keep the same free from weeds and from
objects which are offensive or hazardous to public health and safety, and,
upon the failure to do so, to cut and remove such -weeds and remove such ob­
jects and assess the cost thereof against such property~ a spec~ assessment;

(4) Compelling all persons to keep sidewalks which are m the area of
streets immediately adjacent to the premises owned, controlled, or occuple~by
them, free from snow, ice, dirt, wood, weeds, shrubbery, or any.other object
which obstructs such sidewalks or which makes the same offensIve or hazar­
dous to the public health or ~fety, and upon failure to do so, to cut and
remove such weeds and remove such objects and to assess the cost thereof
against such property as a special assessment; . . .. .

(5) Providing for the grade of streets and reqwnng public u.tiJi.ty users of
the streets to conform thereto with respect to therr tracks or facilities located
on, above, or under the streets; requiring railroads to keep theIr tracks and !he
street surface between, and for a distance of one and one half feet on each Side
of them, in reasonable repair at all times;

(6) Regulating the speed of vehicles, trains, and locomotives upon, or
across the streets within the provisions and limitations of law, .and the StOPPing
and parking of the same upon the streets and at street crossmgs;

(1) Providing for and regulating the lighting of streets and alleys.
(8) Preventing and abating the encumbering of streets and alleys or any

part thereof;
(9) Regulating the location of buildings and structures and of trees and

shrubbery at or near street comers and street iJitersections with alleys so as to
provide for the public safety and w~lfare in the us~ of stree!S ~d alleys;

(10) Providing for and regulating the numbenng of buildings upon pro­
perty abutting the streets and alleys and compelling the owners and occupants
thereof to afrlx numbers thereto;

(11) Providing for the use, by other than the owners, of property located
on, above, or under the streets, alleys, and public places, in the operation of a
utility upon the payment of a reasonable compensation therefore to the owner
thereof;

(12) Providing for the planting, removal, and general care and protec­
tion of trees and shrubbery within the streets and public places of the city and
preventing the cutting of limbs and branches for the placing and maintenance
of utility wires without the consent of the council.

d. To undertake any public work or make any public improvement or any
repair or replacement thereof, either directly or by contract with private per­
sons' and to participate in any public work or public improvement under any
lawf;" plan by which the whole or partial support Of such work or public im­
proveinent is provided by another governmental umt or agency;

e. To construct, provide. maintain, extend, operate, and improve;
(I) Within the city; a city hall; city office buildings; community

buildings; police stations; fire stations; civic auditoriums; public libraries; and
polling places; and,

(2) Either within or with~ut the corporate limits. of the city.o~ of Gratiot
County; public parks; recreation grounds and s'!ldlurns; murncl~ camps;
public grounds' zoological gardens; museums; arrports and landing fields;
facilities for th~ landing of helicopters; cemeteries; electric light and power
plants and systems' communication facitities; gas plants and systems; public
heating plants and'systems; waterworks and systems; sewage disposal plants
and systems; storm sewers; garbage disposal facilities; re~use and rubb.ish
disposal facilities; market houses and market places; public transportation
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facilities; facilities for the storage and parking of vehicles; hospitals; and any
other structure or facility whicb is devoted to or intended for public purposes
within the scope of the powers of the city;

f. To acquire by purchase, gift, condemnation, constructi0!1' I~, ~r
otherwise, real and personal property, and interests in property, ..ther w.thl.n
or without the corporate limits of the city or of Gratiot County, for any public
use or purpose within the scope of its pow.ers. !nclud!ng, but not by way of
limitation the uses and purposes set forth In thiS section; .

g. To'join with any other municipal corporation or with any other urnt or
agency of government, or with any.number or c?mbination th~reof, by ~on­
tract, or otherwise, as may be peJ1Dltted by law, In the ownership, operation,
or performance, jointly, or by one or more on behalf of all, of any property,
facility, or service which each would have the power to own, operate, or per­
form separately.

CHAPTERm
OFFICERS

A. City Officers.
I. The elective officers of the city are the Mayor, and six council persons
2. The appointive officers of the city are the City Manager, City Clerk, the

Treasurer, the Assessor, the City Attorney, the Police Chief, the Fire Chief,
the Health Officer, and members of city boards.

B. Eligibility for Elective City Office.
I. To be eligible for election to a city office, a person shall be an elector of

the city and shall have been a resident of the city for a period of not less than
one year preceding the date of his election.

2. A person appointed to ftll a vacancy in an elective office must have such
qualifications at the time of his appointment.

C. Persons Ineligible for City Office or Employment.
A person who holds or has held an elective city office shall not be eligible

for appointment to an appointive office or for employment for which compen­
sation is paid by the city, until one year has elapsed following the term for
which he was elected or appointed. The city shall not have power to give any
official position to one who is in default to the city.

D. Compensation of Officers.
Except as otherwise provided in this charter, the compensation of all elec­

tive officers, board members, and other appointed city officers shall be
established by the Council.

E. Oath of Office.
Every officer of the city, before entering upon his duties, shall take the

oath or affirmation required by the Constitution of the State of Michigan. 1,'he
Council may require designated employees to take such oath before entenng
upon their employment. Oaths of office shall be filed with the Clerk.

F. Surety Bonds.
In order to protect the city and the public, the Council may require ap­

propriate surety bonds of officers and employees. No bond shall be rene~ed
upon its expiration. The premium of such bonds shall be paid by the City.



Blanket bonds covering two or more officers or employees, or both, may be
substituted for individual bonds.

G. Giving of Surety by Officers and Employees Forbidden.
No officer or employee sball give or furnish any bail, bond, or

r~o~ce,nor sball he be the agent of any bondsman or insuror in connec­
tion WIth any bond or insurance which may be required by law, ordinance, or
by the Council.

H. Vacancies in Office.
I. A city office shall become vacant upon the occurrence of any of the

following:
a. the expiration of the term of office;
b. the death of the incumbent;
c. a resignation, when accepted by the appointing authority;
d. a removal from office in any manner provided by law;
~. ceasing to possess at any time the qualifications or eligibility for office

reqwred by this charter for election or appointment to office by any person
elected or appointed thereto;

f. flDa1 conviction of a felony involving moral turpitude, or an offense in­
volving a violation of an oath of office;

g. a judicial determination that the incument is of unsound mind;
h. a decision of a competent tribunal declaring the election or appoint­

ment of the incumbent void;
i. failure to take the oath or make tbe afftrmation, or me the bond re­

quired for the office within ten days from the date of election or appoin~nt
or within such other time, not exceeding thirty days thereafter, as the Council
may fIX;

j. in. the case of Co~cilpersonsincluding the Mayor, absence from four
consecutive regular meetings of the Council, unless such absences, with
reasons therefore stated at the time and appearing in the journal of the meeting
from. whi~h the member was absent, be excused, or twenty-five percent of such
meetings m any calendar year, unless such absences are so excused'

k. absence from the city or failure to perform the duties of such'office for
sixty c~nsecutive days, unless such absence from the city or failure to perform
the duties of office sball be excused by the Council prior to the expiration of
such sixty day period;

I. the Council may provide by ordinance for creating vacancies in elective
offices because of failure to perform the duties of office. Such provisions will
be self~xecuting.

I. Resignations.
Resignations of officers shall be made in writing and med with the clerk

who sball immediately notify the proper officials concerned. '

J. Removal from Offices.
The Council may remove officers appointed by it except persons who are

appointed to fill vacancies in elective offices.

K. Recall.
An elective officer may be recalled and the vacancy thereby created filled in

the manner prescribed by law.

L. Filling Vacancies.
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I. If a vacancy occurs in an elective office, except in the case of recall the
Council shall fill the vacancy by appointment within thrity days thereaft~r. If
the vacancy occurs less than forty~ighthours prior to the last date and time set
f~r filing nominating petitions for offices to be filled at the next regular elec­
tlon,.such vacancy sh~ be filled onlr for a term ending on the day of the first
~eetmg o~ t~e Counct! next folloWlDg such regular city elections, at which
time, or ":lthi!! three weeks thereafter, it sball be filled for a term ending on the
frrst !Deeting ID November followmg the next regular city election. Each such
appomtm~nt,.except as otherwise.provided, shall be for a term ending at tbe
ftrSt meeting m November followmg tbe next regular city election.

.2..1f a vacancy occurs in ~ appointive office, sucb vacancy shall be filled
WIthin DlDety days thereafter ID the manner provided for making the original
appointment. Sucb time may be extended for not more than an additional
ninety days, by Council resolution setting forth the reasons therefore.

M. Delivery of Office to Successor.
Whenever an officer or employee leaves an office or employment for any

reason, be sball deliver fortbwith to his successor or supervisor in the office or
employment .of employment or to tbe Mayor, all property of the city, such as
\l.O<>ks, working papers, moneys, and effects, which are in his custody, posses­
Sion, or control.

CHAPTER IV
THE CITY COUNCIL

A. The City Council.
Tbe Council sball consist of the Mayor and the six eouncilpersons. The

":fayor sball be elected from the city at-large for terms of two years. The Coun­
cilpersons shall be elected by the city at-large for temtS of four years. Tbe
Mayor sball be a member of the Council of equal standing witb Council
memllet:s who ~e elected to sucb office and shall have the additional powers
an~ duties .proVlded by law. T~e Council sball exercise all of the legislative and
po~cymakingJ?Ow~rs Of tbe cIty and shall provide for the performance of all
duties and obligations Imposed upon the city by law. The compensation of
each Councilperson shall be set by the Council on a per meeting actually at­
tended basis, but sucb compensation shall not be paid for more than thirty
meetings in any fiscal year of the city.

B. Expiration of Terms of Office.
Th~ temtS of Councilp'"rsons s~all expire on the first meeting in November

followmg each regular city election. When appointments are made to fill
vacancies .in tbe manner provided by Chap. III L. I. of. this charter, appointees
shall qualify for and assume the duties of office within ten days after appoint­
~ent, unless sucb time be extended for not more than sixty days by the Coun­
CIl.

C. Organization of tbe Council.
The Council .shall meet and organize on the frrst regular meeting in

November followmg each r~ar city election. At sucb meeting, or within one
week thereafter, the Council sball elect from its membership a Mayor pro­
tempore and do such other acts as may be required for its organization and the
conduct of its business. Tbe Council sball provide by ordinance for the interim
order of the succession of its members to the office of Mayor pro-tempore and
for the prompt and temporary reconstitution of the Council in tbe event that
its membership is reduced to less than a quorum.
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D. The Mayor.
I. The Mayor shall be recognized as the chief executive officer of the city

and shall perform all duties provided or required of him by law or by the
Council.

2. He shall be the presiding officer of the Council.
3. He shall be a member of the Council with all the powers and duties of that

office, including the right and duty to vote on questions before the Council.
4. He shall advise the Council concerning the affairs of the city and make

recommendations thereon.
S. In emergencies, he shall have the powers conferred by law upon peace of­

ficers and shall exercise such powers, as the city's chief executive officer, to
prevent disorder, to preserve the public peace and health, and to provide for
the safety of persons and property.

6. He shall make all appointments subject to prior approval of the Council,
unless any such appointment is required by law or ordinance to be made by
another officer or agency of the city.

7. He shall not possess the veto power.
8. The compensation of the Mayor shall be SSOO.OO per year, payable

quarterly, in addition to his compensation as a member of the Council. The
Council shall have the power to review and adjust the Mayor's compensation.

E. The Mayor Pro-tempore.
The Mayor pro-tempore shall succeed to the office of Mayor when a vacan­

cy occurs in that office. He shall have and exercise the powers and duties of the
Mayor when the Mayor is absent or unable to perform the duties of his office.
When a doubt exists concerning the ability of the Mayor to perform the duties
of his office, the Council shall by resolution, determine wbether the Mayor
pro-tempore shall act in the place of the Mayor. Such determination sball
stand until the Council determines that such disability or inability ceases.

F. Meetings of the Council.
I.The Council shall meet in the established Council Chamber, or in such

other place as may be established by ordinance, and shall hold at least two
regular meetings in each month.

2. Special meetings of the Council shall be held at the regular meeting place
of the Council. Special meetings shall be called by the City Clerk on the wrillen
request of the Mayor, or of any two members of the Council.

3. At least 18 bours written notice shall be given designating the time and
purpose of a special meeting. Such notice shall be given personally by the
Clerk to each member of the Councilor wrillen notice may be left at his usual
place of residence or business by the Clerk or by someone designated by him.
A copy of such notice shall also be delivered at tbe place of business of eacb
newspaper printed and published in the city, but this requirement shall not be
jurisdictional to the holding of any such meeting.

4. In an emergency, any special meeting shall be a legal meeting of all
members are present or, if there be a quorum present, and all absent members
bave waived in writing tbe required notice thereof. Waivers may be made
either before or after the time of the meeting.

S. An affidavit of the giving or service of any notice required by this section
sball be made a part of the journal of a special meeting. All waivers of notice
shall be allached to and made part of the journal of the meeting.

6. No business shall be transacted at any special meeting of the Council ex­
cept that stated or given in the notice of the meeting.

7. All regular and special meetings of the Council shall be public meetings
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in compliance witb the Open Meeting Act, and the public shall have a
reasonable opportunity to be heard.

8. Four members of the Council shall be a quorum for the transaction of
business. In the absence of a quorum, any number less than a quorum may ad·
journ a meeting to a later date.

9. The Council shall determine its own rules and order of business and shall
keep a journal in tbe English language, of all its proceedings. The journal of
each meeting of tbe Council shall be signed by the Oerk. The vote upon all
matters considerd by the Council shall be taken by "Yes" o~ "No': votes
which shall be entered upon record, except that, where the vote IS unammous,
it shall be necessary only so to state.

JO. The Council may compel allendance at its meetings of its members and
any officers or employees of the city. It may punish for non·allendance in such
manner as it may prescribe by its rules.

II. Any vote by member of Council on any question upon which he or she
has a substantial direct or indirect interest shall comply with Act 317 of the
Public Acts of 1968.

12. The vote of at least four members shall be required for official action by
tbe Council, unless a larger majority is required by law.

13. The Clerk shall prepare an agenda of the business to be considerd at ea~h
regular Council meeting, no business shall be considered by the Council,
unless placed upon the agenda for the meeting not later than 12:00 o'clock
noon on the Friday preceding the meeting, except upon the approval of five or, .
more members of the Council.

O. Healtb Functions of the Council.
The Council shall be the Board of Health of tbe City. In such capacity it

shall act to preserve the public healtb as provided by and in accordance with
law. The health functions of the Council may be exercised by any county or
district health department which may have health jurisdiction in the city to the
extent and in the manner provided by law.

CHAPTER V
CITY LEGISLATION

A. City legislation Preserved.
All by-laws, ordinances, resolutions, rules and regulations of the City of

Ithaca which are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter, in force
and effect at the time of the adoption of this Charter, sball continue in force as
by·laws, ordinances, resolutions, rules and regulations of tbe City of Itbaca
until repealed or amended by action of the proper authorities.

B. City Code. . '
All legislation of the City of Itbaca shall be bY.ordmance '!r by resol,!hon,

and from time to time, shall be reviewed by Council to dete~eif condihons
warrant revision of tbe ordinances or resolutions. Such ordInances or resolu­
tions sball be an ordinance or resolution of the City, and shall be amended and
parts thereof shall be repealed only by ordinance or resolution.

C Introduction Consideration, Style, and Recording of Ordinances.
'1. Each propo'sed ordinance shall be introduced in wrillen form. The s~le of

all ordinances adopted by the Council shall be, "The City of Ithaca Ordams" .
2. Unless declared to be emergency in nature by a vote of not less ~an five

members of the Council, no ordinance shall be adopted by tbe Council except
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at a regular Council meeting held not less than one week subsequent to its in­
troduction. An emergency ordinance may be adopted at any regular or special
meeting of the Council.

3. Each ordinance shall be recorded by the Clerk in the Ordinance Book and
such recording shall be prima facie evidence of the due and proper adoption
thereof.

4. All ordinances, resolutions, and official proceedings of the city may be
placed in evidence in all courts and tribunals by a copy thereof certified as true
by the Clerk, under the seal of the city, as an alternate to other methods pro­
vided or permitted by law.

D. Publication of Ordinances.
Each ordinance shall be published in a manner provided by the Council

and permitted by law, before it shall become operative. If publication is made
by posting, a notice of the place of posting and a brief statement of the pur­
pose of the ordinance shall be published in one or more of the newspapers
published in the city within ten days after posting.

E. Effective Date of Ordinances.
\. Unless declared to be an emergency ordinance as provided in Chapter V

C. 2., no o,rdinance shall become operative until twenty days after adoption by
the Council, or by the electors of the city in the case of an ordinance adopted
through initiatory procedures.

2. No ordinance which provides for or establishes a tax shall become
operative less than thirty days after adoption by the Council, or the electors of
the city in the case of an ordinance adopted through initiatory procedures.

F. Penalties.
The Council shall provide for the punishment of violations of the or­

dinances of the city. Such punishment may be by a fine of not to exceed
S5OO.00, or by imprisonment for not more than ninety days, or both, in the
discretion of the Court. Imprisonment may be in the city or county jail, or in
any workhouse or penal institution of the State which is authorized by law to
receive prisoners of the city.

G. Time Limit for Prosecution of Ordinance Violations.
No prosecution for the violation of any ordinance shall be commenced

after the expiration of two years after the commission of the offense.

H. Initiative and Referendum.
The electors of the city may initiate any ordinance or secure a referendum

of any ordinance by petition.

I. Initiative or Referendary Petitions.
An initiatory or a referendary petition shall be signed by registered electors

of the city equal to not less than fifteen percent of the number of registered
e.lecl?rs of the city according to the records. of the Clerk on the date the peti·
tiO~ IS nJed. No referendum sh~ be penmtted res~ting any ordinance re­
qUired to be passed by the Council by any law, except 10 the manner provided
by such law. Such petition may be the aggregate of two or more petition
papers. Each signer of a petition shaJI sign his name and shall, himself, place
thereon after his name, the date and his place of residence by street and
n.umber. To each petiti?n paper there .shall be attached ~ sworn affidavit by the
CIrculator thereof, stating that each slgJllUUre thereon IS the genuine signature
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of the person whose name it purports to be and that it was signed in the
presence of the affiant. Such petition shall be filed with the Clerk who shall,
within ten days, canvass the signatures thereon to determine the sufficiency
thereof. Any signatures obtained more than sixty days before the filing of such
petition with the Clerk shall not be counted. If found to contain an insufficient
number of signatures of registered electors, or to be improper as to form or
compliance with the requirments of this section, the Clerk shall notify, for­
thwith, the person filing such petition, and ten days from such notification
shall be allowed' for the filing of supplemental petition papers. When found
sufficient and proper, the Clerk shall present the petition to the Council at its
next regular meeting.

J. Same • Council Procedure.
Upon receiving an initiatory or referendary petition from the Clerk, the

Council shall, either:
I. If it be an initiatory petition, adopt the ordinance as submitted in the peti­

tion within thirty days after the receipt thereof, or determine to submit the
proposaJ to the electors; or

2. If it be a referendary petition, repeal the ordinance to which the petition
refers within thirty days after the receipt thereof, or determine to submit the
proposaJ to the electors.

K. Same • Submissions to Electors.
Should the Council decide to submit the proposal to the electors, it shall be

submitted at the next election held in the city for any purpose, or, in the discre­
tion of the Council, at a special election. The result shall be determined by a
majority vote of the electors voting thereon, except in cases where otherwise
required by law.

L. Same - Status of Ordinances Adopted.
An ordinance adopted by the electorate through initiatory proceedings may

not be amended or repealed by the Council for a period of two years after the
date of the election at which it was adopted. Should two or more ordinances be
adopted at the same election which have conflicting provisions, the one receiv­
ing the largest affirmative vote shall prevail as to those provisions.

M. Same· Ordinance Suspended.
The certification by the Clerk of the sufficiency of a referendary petition

within forty days after the passage of the ordinance to which such petition
refers shall automatically suspend the operation of the ordinance in question,
pending repeal by the Council or the final determination of the electors
thereon.

CHAPTER VI
THE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE

A. The Administrative Officers.
I. The admn:ustrative officers of the city shall be the City Manager, the

Assessor, the City Attorney, the Clerk, the Treasurer, the Chief of Police the
Fire Chief, and each of the department heads. The Council may, by ordi~ce
or by resolution, create such additional administrative offices, or combine any
admini~trative offic~, in any manner not inconsistent with law, and prescribe
the duties thereof as It may deem necessary for the proper operation of the city
government.
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2. In making appointments of administrative officers, the appointing
authority shall consider only the public services and the fitness of the ap­
pointee for, and his ability to discharge the duties of the office to which he is
appointed.

3. The residency requirements of the City Admnistrative offices shall be at
the discretion of the City Council.

B. Administrative Officers - Appointment, Terms and Compensation.
1. All administrative officers shall be appointed by the Council and shall

serve for indefinite terms at the pleasure of the Council.
2. The Council may, at any time, remove for just cause any administrative

officers and members of the City Boards.
3. The administrative officers, other than the City Attorney, shall be respon­

sible to and perform their duties under the general supervison of the Council.
4. All persons employed by the city who are not elective or administrative

officers, or members of a board created by this charter, or declared to be ad­
ministrative officers by or under authority of this section, shall be deemed to
be employees of the city.

5. The compensation of all administrative officers, shall be in accordance
with budget appropriations therefore. Within budget appropriations,
reasonable expenses may be allowed to administrative officers when actually
incurred and after they have been audited by the Clerk and approved by the
Council.

C. City Clerk.
\. The Clerk shall be clerk of the Council. He or his deputy shall attend all

meetings of the Council and keep a permanent journal of its proceedings, in
the English language.

2. He shall be custodian of the city seal, and shall affix it to all documents
and instruments requiring the seal, and shall attest the same. He shall also be
custodian of all pepers, documents, and records pertaining to the city, the
custody of which is not otherwise provided by law. He shall give to the proper
officials ample notice of the expiration or termination of their terms of office
and of any official bonds, franchises, contracts, or agreements to which the ci­
ty is a party.

3. He shall keep a record of all ordinances, resolutions, and actions of the
Council and shall keep the Council informed with respect thereto. The Clerk
shall keep the Administrative Officer so informed concerning such matters as
are within the scope of his powers and authority as fixed by the Council.

4. He shall have power to administer all oaths required by law and the or­
dinances of the city .

S. He shall certify all ordinances and resolutions enacted or passed by the
Council and such certification shall be prima facie evidence of the due and
proper action of the Council thereon.

6. He shall be the general accountant of the city, shall keep the books of ac­
count of all city assets, receipts, and expenditures, and shall keep the Council
informed as to the city's fmancial affairs. He shaII provide the system of ac­
counts of the city. Such system of aocounts of the city shall conform to such
uniform systems as may be required by law.

7. He shall maintain an inventory of city-owned property.
g. He shall balance all the books of account of the city at the end of each

calendar month, and shall make a report thereon to the Council and the City
Manager.

9. He shall, at any time upon direction of the Council, examine and audit
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all books of accounts kept by any official or department of the city, to matters
concerning misconduct in office and violations of this charter and the or­
dinances of the city.

10. Unless the Council shall delegate such duties to another officer of the Ci­
ty. he shaII be the Budget Officer of the city and prepare and submit to the
Council the annual budget proposal of the City, together with supporting in­
formation in explanation thereof.

I \. He shall perform such other duties as the Council shaII direct or which
may be required of him by law.

D. City Treasurer.
\. The Treasurer shall have the custody of all money of the city and all

evidences of value belonging to or held in trust by the city.
2. He shall keep and deposit all money or funds in such manner and only in

such places as the Council may determine or as may be required by law.
3. He shall have such powers, duties, and prerogatives in regard to the col­

lection and custody of state, county, school district, and city taxes and moneys
as are conferred by law.

4. He shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law or by the
Council.

E. Deputies of the Clerk and Treasurer.
The Clerk and the Treasurer may appoint and remove their deputies, sub­

ject to the budget aIlowances therefore and the approval of the Council
relative to appointments. Each deputy shall possess all the powers and
authorities of his superior officer.

F. City Manager.
I. The City Manager shall be appointed by the Council, and will be the ad­

ministrative agent of the Council, and be vested with the administrative
powers of the city granted to him by the Charter, and shall perform the duties
of that office under authority of, and be accountable to the Council. To be
eligible for appointment as City Manager. a person must have had training for
or previous experience in city, public, or business administration. He shall
serve at the pleasure of and be subject to removal by the Council, but he shall
not be removed from office during a period of sixty days following any regular
City Election, except by the affirmative vote of five (5) members of the Coun­
cil.

2. The City Manager shall have the power and duty to:
a. Supervise and coordinate the work of the administrative officers and

departments of the city placed under his control and direction, except the
clerk, treasurer, city attorney, city assessor and fire chief.

b. Establish and maintain a central purchasing service for the city and to
conduct the sale of any and all personal property which the Council may
authorize to be sold.

c. Be responsible for the preservation of all property. tools and appliances
which are owned by the city.

d. Supervise and coordinate the personnel policies and practices of the
departments under his supervision.

e. Keep informed and report to the Council concerning the work of the
administrative officers and departments under his supervision, and, to that
end, secure from the administrative officers and department heads such infor­
mation and periodic or special reports as he or the Council may deem
necessary.
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f. Have charge of construction repair. maintenance and clean-up of
streets. sidewalks. bridges. pavements. sewer. water and all of the public
buildings or other property belonging to the city.

g. Attend all meetings of the City Council. with the right to take part in
any discussion but without the right to vote on any proposition.

h. He shall possess such other powers and perform such additional duties
as may be granted to or required of him by the Council.

i. See that all laws and ordinances are enforoed.

G. City Attorney.
I. The Attorney shall act as the legal advisor of and be responsible to the

Council in aU respects concerning the performance of the functions of its of­
ficial duties. He shall advise the administrative officers concerning their
statutory and charter duties. when so requested. and shall file with the Clerk a
copy of all written opinions given by him.

2. He shall prosecute ordinance violations and shall represent the city in
cases before courts and other tribunals.

3. He shall prepare or review all ordinances. regulations. contracts. bonds.
and such other instruments as may be required by this charter or by the Coun­
cil. and shall promptly give his opinion as to the legality thereof.

4. He shall attend the meetings of the Council as requested.
S. He shall be the attorney for the several boards of the city.
6. He shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed for him by this

charter or the Council.
7. Upon the Attorney's recommendation. or upon its own initiative. the

Council may provide for an assistant to the City Attorney and may retain
special legal counsel to handle any matter in which the city has an interest. or
to assist the City Attorney in connection therewith.

H. Assessor.
I. The Assessor shall possess all the powers vested in and shall be charged

with all the duties imposed upon assessing officers by law.
2. He shall make and prepare all regular and special assessment roUs in the

manner prescribed by law.
3. He shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law or the

Council.

I. Police Department.
1. The Police Department shall be under the direction of the Chief of Police.
2. Police Officers of the city shall have all the powers, immunities, and

privileges granted to peace officers by law for the making of arrests, the
preservation of order, and the safety of persons and property in the city. Any
person arrested shall be taken before the proper magistrate or court for ex­
amination or trial. without unnecessary delay. Police officers shall make and
sign complaints to or before the proper officers and magistrates against any
person known to be. or, upon complaint or information, believed to be guilty
of any violation of this charter or ordinances of the city. or of the penal laws
of the State. For purposes of making arrests. violations of this charter and city
ordinances shall be deemed to be misdemeanors.

J. Fire Department.
1. The Fire Department shall be under the direction of the Fire Chief. In its

appointment of any Fire Chief, the Council shall give primary consideration to
any person nominated for such position by the members of the Fire DeDart-
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ment, as long as the department shall remain a volunteer department. No other
person shall be appointed as Fire Chief except by the vote of five or more
members of the Council.

2. The Fire Department shall be responsible for the prevention and ex­
tinguishment of fires and the protection of persons and property against
damage and accident resulting therefrom. The Fire Chief shall be responsible
for the use, care. and management of the city's fire fighting apparatus and
property. He shall conduct supervisory and educational programs to diminish
~e risk o~ fires wit~ the city and surrounding contract area. He, or any of
!tis autho~ subordInates. may command any person present at a fire to aid
m the extmguishment therof and to assist in the protection of life or property.
If any person wilfully disobeys any such lawful requirement. he shall be deem­
ed guilty of a violation of this charter.

~. :rhe Fire Chief or any of his authorized subordinates may cause any
building to be pulled down or destroyed, when he or they deem necessary in
order to arrest the progress the progress of fire. In such case no action shall be
!Daintai~ed agains~ ~e city or any person therefore. If any person having an
mterest m such building shall apply to the Council within three months after
t~e fire for damages .or compensation for such building, the Council may pay
him such compensauon as it may deem just. The Council may ascertain the
amount of such damage or compensation by agreement with the owner of the
property, or by the appraisal of a jury selected in the same manner as in the
case.of juries selected to appraise d~ages for the taking of property for
public use. No compensauon shall be paid on account of any loss which would
probably have occurred to a. building. if it had not been pulled down or
destroyed under authority of this section.

K. Other Administrative Officers.
The duties of administrative officers for which provision is not made

herem, shall be those established by law and by the ordinanaces and resolu­
tions of the Council.

L. City Library.
I. A Library may be maintained as a City Library. under the general super­

visio~ and control of a I.:ibrary Board composed of five persons who shall be
appomted· by the Council for terms of five years each. with the term of one
member expiring in each year. Such Board shall be responsible to the Council
for the due and proper administration of the affairs of the city's library in­
cluding the appointment of a librarian and such other personnel as may b~ re­
quired therefore.

2. In each annual budget of the city. the Council may provide for the funds
required fDr the operation of the library and for its maintenance and im­
provements. In no case shall the funds so provided be less than such as may be
required by law to qualify the city library for State aid under the law.

M. Planning Department.
There shall be a Planning Commission. The voting members of the Plann­

ing Commission shall. be "!"e in nu,!,ber. and .shall be comprised of persons.
who possess the qualificatIOns reqUIred by this charter for elective officers
and by Act No. 28S of the Public Acts of 1931. as amended. to be appointed
b~ the Mayor subject to the approval thereof by the Council: Provided, that
WIth the consent of the Council. one of such persons may be a non-resident of
the city who has an interest in the planning of the general area of which the Ci­
ty of Ithaca is a part. The Planning Commission shall possess and shall exer-
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cise all of the powers and functions granted to and required of planning com­
missions under the provisions of Act No. 285 of the Public Acts of 1931, and
such amendments and supersiding acts as may be enacted.

N. Citizen Committees.
The Council may create citizen advisory committees for the purpose of stu­

dying and investigating specific problems or needs of any department, func­
tion, or interest of the city where there is no board created to make such
studies or investigations. Each such committee shall render its report to the
Council within two years after its creation, and shall then cease to exist unless
the work of the committee is extended thereafter by the Council for a period
not exceeding one year.

O. Other Boards of Commissions.
The Council by Ordinance or Resolution may from time to time create or

dissolve certain boards of Commissions for specified purposes. Residency re­
quirements shall be at the descretion of the City Council.

P. Additional Administrative Powers and Duties.
From time to time, the Council may, by ordinance, prescribe additional

powers and duties, not inconsistent with this charter, to be exercised and ad­
ministered by appropriate officers and departments of the city.

Q. Nepotism.
No two persons who are within the second degree of consanquinity or af­

finity shall be employed within the same department of the city.

R. Civil Service.
The Council may provide, by ordinance, for a merit system of personnel

management for employees in the service of the city. Whether or not a merit
system plan of personnel management be adopted, the standards for employ­
ment and the salary and wage scales for comparable city positions of employ­
ment and work, and in all city departments, shall be as uniform as possible.

S. Employee Welfare Benefits.
The Council shall have power to make available to the administrative of­

ficers and employees of the city, other than members of the several boards,
any recognized standard plan of group life, hospital, health, or accident in­
surance, either independently of, or as a supplement to, any pension plan pro­
vided by the city for its employees.

T. Pension Plan.
The Council may provide a pension plan for its employees, either indepen­

dent of, or combined with, or supplemental to the Federal Social Security pen­
sion program. The city pension plan shall be based upon actuarial principles
similar to those upon which the pension plan for employees of the State of
Michigan is based, but the benefits of the city pension plan need not be limited
to or bound by such State plan.

U. Personnel Policy.
The Council shall by ordinance establish guidelines relating to the hiring

and dismissal of officers and employees.

16

CHAPTER VII
GENERAL FINANCE

A. Fiscal Year.
The fiscal and budget year of the city shall begin on the frrst day of July of

each year.

B. Budget Procedure.
Not later than the first day of March of each year, each officer, depart­

ment, and board of the city shall meet with the Budget Officer and submit an
itemized estimate of its expected income and expenditures during the next
fiscal year for the department or activities under its control. The Budget Of­
ficer shall compile such information and list the same upon a budget proposal
form. He shall review such budget requests, and in a column parallel to and
adjacent to that containing such budget requests, shall enter his budgetary
recommendations for each item requested by the several officers and depart­
ments, with such additions thereto and deletions therefrom as he shall deem
proper. Not later than the second meeting of the Council in April of each year,
he shall submit to the Council a recommended budget for the next fiscal year
which, considering any anticipated unexpended balance or deficit at the end of
the current fiscal year, is within the tax limit and other anticipated revenue of
the city.

C. Public Inspection of Budget Proposal.
The budget proposal of the Budget Officer, together with his recommenda­

tions and its supporting schedules and information shall be available for public
inspection in the office of the Clerk.

D. Budget Hearing.
A public hearing on the budget proposal shall be held not less than one

week before its final adoption, at such time as the Council shall direct. Notice
of the public hearing shall be published by the Clerk at least one week in ad­
vance thereof and the budget proposal shall be available in the office of the
Clerk during such week.

E. Adoption of Budget.
1. At a regular meeting held not later than the second Tuesday in June of

each year, the Council shall, by resolution, adopt a budget for the ensuing
fiscal year and make an appropriation of the money needed therefore. Such
resolution shall designate the sum to be raised by taxation for the general pur­
poses of the city and for the payment of principal and interest on its in­
debtedness. Failure to adopt such resolution within the time herein set shall
not invalidate either the budget or the tax levy therefore.

2. A copy of the appropriations for each fiscal year, certified by the Clerk,
shall be furnished to the Budget Officer within ten days after the date of the
adoption of the budget resolution.

F. Budget Control.
1. Except for purposes which are to be financed by the issuance of bonds or

by special assessments, no money shall be drawn from the treasury of the city,
except in accordance with the budget in effect and the appropriation for such
purpose, nor shall any obligation for the expenditure of money be incurred
without an appropriation covering all payments which wil1 be due under such
obligation during the fiscal year. The Council upon written recommendation
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of the Budget Officer, and by the affirmative vote of not less than five of its
members, may appropriate unappropriated funds or transfer any unen­
cumbered appropriation balance, or any portion thereof, from any budget
item or account, department, or agency to another.

2. Expenditures shall not be charged directly to any contingent or general ac­
count. Instead, the necessary amount of the appropriation from such account
shall be transferred to the appropriate budget item or account and the expen·
diture then charged thereto. The Budget Officer shall be responsible for the
administration of the foregoing requirements in subsection I and 2 of this sec­
tion.

3. Following each quarter, the Budget Officer shall submit to the Council
data showing the relation between the estimated and actual revenues and ex·
penditures to the end of the preceding quarter; and if it shall appear that the
reVenues are less than anticipated, the Council may, by resolution, reduce ap­
propriations, except amounts required for debt and interest charges, to such a
degree as may he necessary to keep expenditures within the revenues.

4. Following the end of each flSCal year a certified audit shall be filed with
the Council.

G. Special Accounts.
I. The Council may, by ordinance, establish and maintain accounts for ac­

cumulating moneys to be used for acquiring, extending, altering, constructing,
or repairing public improvements and for the purchase of equipment of any
type, in each case either for a specific item or items or for future unspecified
public improvements or equipment or both.

2. Appropriations to such accounts may be made by the Council either in the
annual appropriation resolution or from time to time during the fiscal year,
from available funds, from whatever source derived which are not required for
other appropriations or obligations of the city. Such accounts shall be continuo
ing accounts and the balances therein at the end of each fiscal year shall remain
a part thereof.

3. At the end of each fiscal year, the Council may transfer any unen­
cumbered balance or any part therof into one or more of the accounts
authorized to be created by this section.

4. Moneys which are accumulated for the purpose of public improvements,
as set forth in sub·section I. hereof, sballlie used only at the direction of the
Council and only for the purpose provided in the original ordinance
establishing such account, unless their use for some other municipal purpose
be authorized by a majority vote of the electors of the city who vote on the
proposition to amend such ordinance to provide for a change in the use of the
moneys in such account. After the purpose of any such account has been
fulfilled, any balance remaining therein may be transferred by the Council to
any other special account or to the general fund of the city.

~. Moneys which are accumulated for the purpose of purchasing equipment,
as set forth in sub-section I. hereof, shall be expended only for the purpose
provided in the ordinance establishing any such account, or as such ordinance
may be amended from time to time, and when no longer required for such pur­
pose, such moneys or any part thereof may be transferred to the general fund
by a resolution of the Council.

H. Withdrawal of City Moneys.
I. Unless otherwise provided by law or by ordinance, all moneys drawn

from the treasury shall be drawn pursuant to the authority and appropriation
of the Council. The Council, upon the recommendation of the Budget Officer,
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where necessary to expedite operating procedures, may authorize by resolu·
tion, designated officers and employees of the city to make minor
disbursements from petty cash accounts, which disbursements shall be ac·
counted for and shall be audited by the Clerk.

2. Checks for the disbursement of city funds shall he signed by the Clerk or
Treasurer.

3. Checks may be issued prior to authorization by the Council for such pur­
poses and up to such amounts as the Council shall provide.

I. Notice to City of Claim for Injuries.
I. The city shall not be liable in damages for injury to person or property by

reason of negligence of the city unless, within 120 days after such injury occur­
red, the person damaged, or his representative, causes a written notice to be
served upon an officer of the city upon whom process may be served by law.
Such notice shall state that such person intends to hold the city liable for such
damages and shall set forth substantially the time and place of the injury, the
manner in which it occurred, the nature of the act or defect complained of, the
extent of the injury so far as known, and the names and addresses of witnesses
known to the claimant.

2. No person shall bring action against the city for damages to person or
property arising out of any of the reasons or circumstances aforesaid, unless
brought within the period prescribed by law, nor unless he has fust presented
to the Clerk a claim in writing and under oath, setting forth specifically the
nature and extent of the injury and the amount of damages claimed. The Clerk
shall refer the claim to the Council for action.

3. Failure to give notice of injury or present a claim within the time and in
the manner provided shall bar any action upon such claim.

4. The provisions and requirements of this section shall not apply to or con·
trol claims for damages to persons or property which arise out of the exercise
of any proprietary function of the city.

~. This section shall not be deemed to waive any defen&e of immunity which
the city may have from claims for damages arising out of negligence or other·
wise, but shall apply in all cases which such defense is not available to the city.

J. Depositories.
The Council shall designate depositories for city funds in accordance with

law, and sball provide for the regular deposit of all city moneys.

K. Independent Audit.
An independent audit shall be made of all accounts of the city government

at the close of each fiscal year, and shall be completed within ninety days
thereafter. Special independent audits may be made at any time that the Coun·
cil may designate. All such audits shall be made to the Council by a Certified
Public Accountant designated by it. Each audit and reports supplemental
thereto shall be made public in the manner that the Council determines and
copies of the audit sball be placed in the office of the Clerk.

CHAPTER VIII
TAXATION

A. Power to Tax - Tax Limit.
The city shall have the power to assess taxes and to lay and collect rents,

tolls, and excises. The annual general advalorem tax levy for municipal pur­
poses shall not exceed one and one·half per cent (15.0 mills) of the assessed
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value of all real and personal property in the city.

B. Subject of Taxation - Tax Procedure.
I. The subjects of ad valorem taxation for municipal purposes shall be the

same as for state, county, and school purposes under the general law.

2. Except as otherwise provided by this chapter, city taxes shall be assessed,
levied. and collected in the manner provided by law.

C. Exemptions.
The power of taxation shall never be surrendered Or suspended by any

grant or contract to which the city shall be a party. No exemptions from taxa­
tion shall be allowed, except such as are expressly required or permitted by
law.

D. Tax Day.
Subject to the exceptions provided or permitted by law, the taxable status

of persons and property shall be determined as of the thirty-first day of
December, or such other date as may subsequently be required by law. which
shall be deemed the tax day. Values on the assessment roll shall be determined
according to the facts existing on the tax day for the year for which such roll is
made, and no change in the status or location of any such property after that
day shall be considered by the Assessor or the Board of Review.

E. Personal Property - Jeopardy Assessment.
If the Treasurer finds or reasonably believes that any person who is, or may

be, liable for taxes upon personal property. the taxable situs of which was in
the city of tax day, intends to depart or has departed from the city; or to
remove or has removed therefrom personal property which is, or may be,
liable for taxation; or to conceal or conceals himself or his property; or does
any other act tending to prejudice. or to render wholly or partly ineffectual the
proceedings to collect such tax, he shall proce¢ to collect the same as a jeopar­
dy assessment in the manner provided by law.

F. Preparation of the Assessment Roll.
Prior to the date of the meeting of the Board of Review in each year. the

Assessor shall prepare and certify an assessment roll of all property in the city.
Such roll shall be prepared in accordance with the requirements of law, and
may be divided into volumes, which the Assessor shall identify by number, for
purposes of convenience in handling the assessment roll and for locating pro­
perties assessed therein. The attachment of any certificate or warrant required
by this chapter to any volume of the roll, either as an assessment roll or as a tax
roll, shall constitute the attachment thereof to the entire roll, provided the
several volumes are identified in such certificate or warrant. Values of proper­
ty set forth on the assessment roll shall be determined according to recognized
methods of systematic assessment.

G. Board of Review.
I. A Board of Review is hereby created, composed of three members who

have the qualifications for holding elective city office, as set forth in Chapter 3
B of this charter.

2. The members of the Board of Review shall be appointed by the Council,
and may be removed for reasons of nonfeasance or misfeasance by the vote of
five members of the Council. One member shall be appointed in the money of
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May of each year, for a term of three years, commencing on the following July
first.

3. The Board shall annually, on the first day of its meeting, select one of the
members chairperson for the ensuing year. The Assessor shall be Clerk of the
Board, and shall be entitled to be heard at its sessions, but shall have no vote
on any proposition or question.

H. Duties and Functions of Board of Review.
For the purpose of revising and correcting assessments, the Board of

Review shall have the same powers and perform like duties, in all respects, as
are, by law, conferred upon and required of boards of review in townships, ex­
cept as otherwise provided in this charter. At the time, and in the manner pro­
vided in the following section, it shall hear the complaints of all persons con­
sidering themselves aggrieved by assessments. If it shall appear that any person
or property has been wrongfully assessed or omitted from the roll, the Board
shall correct the roll in such manner as it deems just. Except as otherwise pro­
vided by law, no person other than the Board of Review shall make any change
upon, Or addition or correction to, the assessment roll. The Assessor .shall
make a permanent record of all proceedings of the Board and enter therem all
resolutions and decisions of the Board. Such record shall be placed on me
following adjournment of the Board of Review.

I. Meetings of Board of Review.
I. The Board of Review shall convene at 9:00 o'clock a.m. on the second

Monday in March in each year at a place designated by Council, or on such
other date as may subsequently be required by law for the meeting of boards ,!f
review in cities and continue in session from day to day for not less than Sill

hours on each day for not less than three days for the purpose of considering
the assessment roll of the city.

2. Not later than one week prior to his certification of the assessment roll,
the Assessor shall (I) complete to the best of his ability a tentative assessment
roll and make it available for public inspection in his office for a period of at
least one week, and (2) give a notice of any change, as compared ~i~h the
previous year, in the assessed value of any property on, or of the addl~lon .of
any property to the roll. Such notice shall be sent by first class marl. With
postage thereon fully pre-paid and addressed to th~ owner thereof accordin!! t?
the records of the Assessor. Such notice shall adVIse the person to whom It IS
addressed that the change in valuation or addition of property to the roll may
be discussed with the Assessor at his office prior to the meeting of the Board of
Review. The failure of any owner of property to receive any such notice shall
not invalidate any assessment roll or any assessment thereon.

3. The Assessor shall, during such period of public inspection, hear and
review inquiries regarding the assessment of property on the assessment roll
and may consider information so received by him in determining values on the
assessment roll certified by him to the Board of Review.

4. The Board of Review may examine on oath any person appearing before
it respecting the assessment of property on the assessment roll. Any member of
the Board may administer the oath.

J. Notice of Meetings. . .
Notice of the time and place of the annual meetmg of the Board of ReView

shall be published by the Assessor not less than one week nor more than three
weeks prior thereto.
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K. Certification of Roll.
After the Board of Review has completed its review of the assessment roll,

and not later than the first Monday in April, or such other date as may subse­
quently be required by law, the majority of its members shall sing a certificate
to the effect that the same is the assessment roll of the city for the year in which
it has been prepared, as approved by the Board of Review, which certificate,
when attached to any volume of the roll shall constitute a conclusive presump­
tion of the validity of the entire roll, as provided in F of this chapter. In the
event that the Board of Review shall fail or refuse to so review the assessment
roll of the city, such roll, as prepared and presented to the Board of Review by
the Assessor shall be the assessment roll for the year for which it was prepared,
and shall stand as though it had been certified by the Board of Review.

L. Validity of Assessment Roll.
Upon the completion of the assessment roll, and from and after midnight

ending the last day of the meeting of the Board of Review, it shall be the
assessment roll of the city for county, school, and city taxes, and for other
taxes on real and personal properly that may be authorized by law. It shall be
presumed by all courts and tribunals to be valid, and shall not be set aside, ex­
cept for cause set forth by law.

M. Clerk to Certify Levy.
After the adoption of the budget for the ensuing year, the Clerk shall cer­

tify to the Assessor the total amount which the Council determines shall be
raised by general ad valorem taxation, together with such other assessments
and lawful charges and amounts which the Council requires to be assessed,
reassessed, or charged upon the city tax roll against proeprty or persons.

N. City Tax Roll.
After the Board of Review has completed its review of the assessment roll,

the Assessor shall prepare a tax roll, to be known as the "City Tax Roll."
Upon receiving the certification of the several amounts to be raised, assessed,
and charged for city taxes, as provided in the preceding section, the Assessor
shall proceed forthwith, (I) to spread the amounts of the general ad valorem
tax according to and in proportion to the several valuations set forth in said
assessment roll, and (2) to place such other assessments and charges upon the
roll as are required and authorized by the Council. For convenience, the city
tax roll may be divided into two or more volumes. The city tax roll may be,
either an independent tax roll, or may be a combination city tax roll and a tax
roll for state, county, school, and other taxes, charges and assessments.

O. Taxes a Debt and Lien.
The taxes on real and personal properly shall become a debt to the city

from the owner or person otherwise to be assessed, on the tax day provided by
law. The amounts assessed on any interest in real property shall become a lien
upon such real property on the first day of July following the said tax day and
the lien for such amounts, and for all interest and charges theron shall con­
tinue until payment thereof. All personal taxes shall also be a frrst lien, prior,
superior, and paramount, on all personal property of persons so assessed from
and after the first day of July following the said tax day and shall so remain
until paid. Said tax liens on personal property shall take precidence over all
other claims, encumbrances, and liens upon siad personal property what­
soever, whether created by chattel mortgage, title retaining contract execu­
tion, or upon any other final process of a court, attachment, replevi~, judl!-
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ment, or otherwise. No transfer of personal property assessed for ~es shall
operate to divest or destroy such ,lien, except where such property IS actually
sold in the regular course of retlUl trade.

P. Tax Roll Certified for Collection.
After spreading the taxes and placing other assessments and charges upon

the roll the Assessor shall certify the tax roll, and attach his warrant thereto
directing and requiring the Treasurer to collect, prior to March first of the
following year, from the several persons. named in the roll the several sums
mentioned therein opposite their respective names as tax, charge, or assess­
ment. Said warrant shall grant to and vest in the Treasurer, all the sta!utory
powers and immunities possessed by township treasurers for the collecuon of
taxes.

Q. Tax Payment Date.
City taxes shall be due and payable on August first of each year.

R. Taxes Due - Notification Thereof.
The Treasurer shall not be required to make personal deman~ for t~e pay­

ment of taxes but, upon receipt of the city tax roll, h~ shall ~orthWlth mlUl a tax
statement to each person named in the tax roll, which maIled statem.ent shall
be a sufficient demand for the payment of all taxes assessed. Nelt!'er the
failure on the part of the Treasurer to ,:"ail ~uch statement, nor the flUlure of
any person to receive the same, shall mvalidate the ~.e~ on the. tax ~oll ~r
release any person or property assessed from the liablhtles prOVIded m thIS
charter in case of non-payment.

S. Tax Payment Schedule.
The Council shall provide a tax payment schedule and the amount of ad­

ministrative fee and interest to be added to taxes, charges, and assessments on
the city tax roll which remain unpaid on the 1st day of October of each .year.
The Administrative fee may be waived by the Governmg body of the City of
Ithaca. When so added, such administrative fee and interest shall be u:eated m
all respects as an item of taxes and collected as such. If delinquent CIty taxes
are collected by returning the same to the county. t~easu~er, then all ~harges
and assessments on the tax roll, and any a~mlstratlve fee. and mterest
thereon which remain unpaid at the time the delinquent tax rollts returned to
the co~ty treasurer shall be included with the city taxes spread upon such roll
and shall be collected by the county treasurer in like manner as delinquent
taxes are collected on delinquest tax rolls returned to county treasurers under
the general property tax act.

T. Failure or Refusal to Pay Personal Property Tax.
If any person shall neglect or refuse to pay any tax on.~rsonal property

assessed to him, the Treasurer shall collect the same by sewng any pers0'?Al
property of such person, to an amount sufficient to pay such tax, togethe~WIth
any charges and interest added thereto, wherever the same may be found m the
State. No property shall be exempt from such seizure. He may sell the prope~y
seized to an amount sufficient to pay the taxes and all charges, fees, penalties
and interest, in accordance with statutory provi~ions. The ~reasurermay a!so
sue the person to whom a personal property tax IS assessed, m accordance WIth
the powers granted him by law.

U. State, County, and School Taxes.
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For the purpose of assessing and ~ollecting taxes for state, county, and
scho~l. purposes, the c~ty shall be considered the same as a township, and all
provIsIons of law rel":tlve to the collection of, and accounting for, such taxes
and the penalties and mterest thereon shall apply. For the purpose of collecting
state, county, and school taxes, the Treasurer shall perform the same duties
and have the same powers as township treasurers under state law.

V. Protection of City Uen.
. The city shall have power, insofar as the exercise thereof shall not conflict

WIth ?r co!!tr~vene t.b;e provisions of law, to acquire such an interest in any
p!"CltUses Within the City, by purchase at any tax or other public sale, or by
direct purchase from or negotiation with the State of Michigan or the owner,
as may be necessary to assure to the city the collection of its taxes, special
assessments, charges, and any interest thereon which are levied against any lot
or parcel of real property or to protect the lien of the city therfor, and may
hold, lease! or sell. the same. Any such procedure exercised by the city to assure
the collecllon of Its taxes or the protection of its tax or other liens shall be
dee.med to be for a public purpose. The Council may adopt any ordinance
which may be necessary to make this section effective.

W. Collection of Delinquent Taxes.
I. AlI taxes, assessments, and charges upon real property on the tax roll

together with administrative fee and interest added thereto, remaining un:
collected by the Treasurer on the fIrSt day of March following the date when
the roll was received by him shall be subject to one of the following pro­
cedures:

a. The real property. against .whic~.such taxes, assessments, and charges
are assessed shall be subject to dispositIon, sale, and redemption for the en­
forcement and collection of the tax lien against the same in the method and
lI!anner which may be provided by ordinance. The Council may provide by or­
din8J!ce the procedure for the sale and redemption of real property for such
!1Rpllld taxes, assessments, and charges, together with administrative fee and
mterest added thereto, by judicial sale on petition med in behalf of the city.
Such procedure shall correspond substantially to the procedure provided by
law for the sale by the State of tax delinquent real property and redemption
therefrom, except that the acts performed hy state and county officers shall be
held no~ less than thirty nor more than ninety days prior to the dates of cor­
responding tax sales under the general law.

b. If no ordinance is in effect pursuant to sub-section (a) of this section
~uch taxes, assessments, and charges, together with any collection charges and
mter~t added thereto, shall be.ret~ed to the County Treasurer, to the extent
and m the same manner and WIth like effect as provided by law for returns by
township treasurers of township and county taxes. The taxes assessments and
charges, together with any administrative fee and interest added thereto'thus
returned shall be collected in the same manner as other taxes returned to the
County Treasurer are collected in accordance with law and shall be and re­
main a lien upon the property against which they are ~sessed until paid.

X. Disposition of Real Property Held by City.
. When the city has acquired :my interest!D property to protect the city's tax

lien thereon, the owner of any mterest thenn, by fee title, as mortgagee, or as
vender Or vendee under a land contract shall have the right to purchase the ci­
ty's ~terest.therein, upon p~yment to the city of the amount of money which
the city has mvested therem m the form of taxes, special assessments. charges,

24

fees, penalties, interest, and costs, paid by the city to protect its title in such
property. After the lapse of ninety days after the date that the city acquired ti­
tle to any such property, the Council may remove the same from the market by
determining that such property is needed for and should be devoted to public
purposes, naming such purposes, or may sell the same at a price which shall be
not less than its market value, as determined and certified to the Council by the
Assessor.

CHAPTER IX
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

A. General Power Relative to Speical Assessments.
The Council shall have the power to make public improvrnents within the

city. As to public improvements whic~ are of such a nature as to benefit
especially any property or properties within a district, the Council shall have
the power to determine, by resolution, that the whole or any part of tbe ex­
pense of any such public improvment shall be defrayed by special assessment
upon such property, in proportion to the benefits derived or to be derived.

B. Detailed Procedure to be Fixed by Ordinance.
I. The Council shall prescribe, by ordinance, the complete special assess­

ment procedure governing the initiation of public improvement projects, the
preparation of plans and cost estimates, the creation of special assessment
districts, notices and hearings, making of special assessment rolls, the correc­
tion of errors in such rolls, the confirming of special assessment rolls, the
number of installments in which special assessIllents may be paid, the collec­
tion of special assessments, the making of additional assessments where the
original special assessment roll proves insufficient to pay the cost of the Im­
provement or the cost of the repayment of the principal of and interest on
money borrowed to pay for such improvement, refunds of excessive
assessments: Provided that, when such excess is less than five per cent of the
total amount of the assessment roll, the excess may be placed in the general
fund: and any other matters concerning the making and financing of im­
provements by the special assessment method. Such ordinance shall include
provisions for the following:

a. The procedure for filing petitions for public improvements;
b. A survey and report by the City Manager concerning the need for,

desirable extent of, and probable cost of such proposed public improvement;
c. A public hearing by the Council on the necessity of the making of such

public improvement with a publication of notice of such hearing: Provided,
that no public hearing shall be required when a petition for a public improve­
ment is signed by all of the owners of property to be assessed therefore;

d. A resolution of the Council determining to proceed or not to proceed
with the proposed public improvement;

e. A public hearing by the Council on the special assessment roll for the
project with a publication of notice of such hearing.

f. A resolution of the Council confirming the special assessment roll for
public improvements and stating the date upon which the special assessment
therefore, or the first installment thereof, if installment payments be allowed,
shall be due and payable, the number of annual installments, if allowed (not to
exceed twenty (20) years), in which the special assessment may be paid, and the
rate of interest to be charged upon such deferred installments;

g. That no additional assessment for any public improvement which ex­
ceeds 25.,. of the original assessment shall be made, unless such additional
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assessment be reviewed at a meeting of the Council, for which meeting notices
shall be published as provided in the case of review of the original special
assessment roll;

h. If, under item (d) above, the determination to proceed, determining the
probable life of the improvement, finally fIXing the special assessment district
therefore, and ordering the Assessor to prepare a special assessment roll
th.erefore: Provided that, if prior to the adoption of the resolution to proceed
WIth the making of the public improvement, written objections thereto have
been filed by the owners of property in the district, which, according to the Ci­
ty Manager's report, will be required to bear more than fifty per cent of the
cost thereof, or by a majority of the owners of property to be assessed, no
resolution determining to proceed with the improvement shall be adopted, ex­
cept by the affumative vote of five members of the Council.

i. Publications of notices required by this section shall be given in a
newspaper published in the city and by fust class mail addressed to the owners
of the property to be affected, according to the current assessment roll of the
city, which publication and mailing shall be not less than seven days prior to
the hearing to which it applieS.

j. In the event that the proceeds of a special assessment are not required to
defray the expense of any public improvement prior to the completion thereof,
the specjaJ assessment roll therefore may be made within sixty days after the
improvement is completed and shall be based upon the actual cost thereof.

H. Condemnation Costs.
The cost of condemning or otherwise acquiring property needed for any

public improvrnent shall constitute a part of the cost of the improvement.
Whenever anyone parcel of land will be required to pay twenty-five per cent or
more of an,)' public improvement, and any portion of that parcel of land is ac­
quired by condemnation or otherwise for the purpose thereof, that part of the
cost of the improvement represented by damages for injury to improvements
on such property shall be assumed in fuJI by the city, and shall not be included
in the specjaJ assessment charged to any property benefited.

1. Limitation on Suits and Actions.
No suit or action Qf any kind shall be instituted or maintained for the pur­

pose of contesting or enjoining the collection of any special assessment or ad­
ditional special assessment, (I) unless, within thirty days after the confrrma­
tion of the special assessment roll, written notice be filed with the Clerk of in­
tention to file such suit or action, stating the grounds on which it is claimed
such assessment is illegal, and (2) unless such suit or action shall be commenc­
ed within ninety days after the confirmation of the roll.

J. Lien and Collection of Special Assessments.
Upon the confrrmation of each specjaJ assessment roll, the special

assessments thereon shall become a debt to the city from the persons to whom
they are assessed and, until paid, shall be a lien upon the property assessed for
the amount of such assessments and all interest and charges thereon. Such lien
shall be of the same character and effect as created by this charter for city taxes
and shall be treated as such in all procedures for the collection of special
assessments.

K. Special Assessment Accounts.
Moneys raised by special assessment for any public improvement shall be

credited to a special assessment account, and shall be used to pay the special
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assessment portion of tbe cost to the improvement for which the assessment
was levied and of expenses incidental thereto, including the repayment of the
principal of and interest on money borrowed therefore, and to refund ex­
cessive assessments, if refunds be authorized.

L. Certain Postponements of Payments. . . .
The council may provide that any person who meets the cntena set forth ID

Act 225 of the Public Acts of 1976 and who is unable to contribute to the cost
of making a public improvement may defer said payment as set forth therein.

M. All Real Property Liable for Special Assessments. .
All real property, iftcluding such as is exempt fr~m taxation by law, shall

be liable for the cost of public improvements benefiting such property, unless
specifically exempted from special assessments by law.

N. Hazards and Nuisances.
When any lot, or premises, building, or structure with!n the city, because

of age or dilapidation, the accumulation of refuse or debn~,. the uncontro~ed
growing of noxious weeds or because of any other conditIon or happemog
becomes, in the opinion of'the COl1ncil, a public nuisan~, or hazard ~hich is
dangerous to the health, safety, or welfare of the inhab~tantsof the CIt>: o~ of
those residing or habitually going near such lot or premtses, or such building,
or structure, the Council may, after .in-:estigation, give not.ice to the owner or
owners of the land upon which such nwsance or hazaI:d elDsts or to ~he ow'!er
or occupant of the land or the built!iDg or struc~e Itself, by !?OSting '!ottce
upon the premises, by personal seTVIce, or by registered or certifi~ mail ad­
dressed to the address set forth in the current assessmen.t roll of the CIty, or the
records of the assessor, specifying the nature of the nUIsance or hazar~. If,.at
the expiration of the time limit in said notice, the owner has not complied WIth
the requirements thereof, or in case where the owner of the land ,?f the
building or structure itself is not known or cannot he found, the Council may
order such nuisance or hazard to be abated by the proper department or agen­
cy of the city which is qualified to do the work required, or may do the w~rk
by contract or by hire, and the cost of such abatement mar be assess~ agamst
the lot, premises, or description of real property upon whIch such nwsance or
hazard i. loCated, by special assessment.

CHAPTER X
BORROWING POWER

A. Municipal Borrowing Power.
1. Subject to the applicable provisions of law, the dty may borrow. money

for any purpose within the scope of its powers or which may be penmtted by
law, and may issue bonds or other evidence:' of indebtedness ~~eof. Such
bonds or other evidences of indebtness shalllDclude, but not be IUDlted to the
following types:

a. General obligation bonds for the payment of which the full faith and
credit of the city if pledged;

b. Special assessment bonds which are issued in. anticipation of the pay­
ment of special assessments for the purpose of defraylDg the cost. of~y one or
more public improvements, which bonds shall .be both an .obhgatton of the
special assessment district and a general obligatton of the CIty;
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c. Revenue bonds, as authorized by law;
d. Tax anticipation notes, which may be issued in anticipation of the col­

lection of taxes for the current or next succeeding fiscal years of the city or any
other year perrrutted by law, in the manner and subject to any limitations pro­
vided by law;

.e. Mortgage bonds, as authorized by law, for the acquiring, owning, pur­
chasIDg, construction, improving, or operating of any public utility which the
city is authorized by law to finance in this manner;

f. Bonds issued in anticipation of future payments from the Motor Ve­
hi~le Highway Fund or any other fund of the State which the city may be per­
rru~ted by lawto pledge for the payment of the principal and interest thereof,
which bonds, If the law so permits, may also be a general obligation of the city.

2. Whenever any portion of public improvements shall be assessed by or
charged to the cIty at-large and the balance of such cost assessed against the
~roperty benefited! the Council may provide for the payment of the city's por­
tion of such cost ID IDstallments. In such case, bonds may be issued in an­
ticipation of the payment of the amount assessed against the city at-large the
same as they may be issued in anticipation of the payment of the am~unt
assess~d agains~ the benefited property. In such case, the Council shall appro­
pnat~ ID each fIscal year an .amount which is sufficient to pay the principal of
and IDterest on suc~ bonds which are required to be paid during that year.
Such bonds may ~e IDcluded as part of a total issue of bonds for the public im­
provementto whIch they apply and need not be separated from bonds issued in
anticipation of the payment of special assessments assessed against the
benefited property.

3. Bonds may be issued in anticipation of the collection of special
assessments levied with respect to two or more public improvements, but no
spec!aI assessment district shall be requir~ to pay the obligation of any other
specIal assessment dlstnct and the ordinance or resolution creating such
dislricts shall so provide.

4. All collections on special assessment rolls or on any combination of such
rol!s shall be set apart in a separate fund and shall be used for the purpose for
:ovhich ~evled! and. for the paymen~ of the principal of and interest on bonds
Issued ID. anticIpatIOn of such SpecIal assessments. If there is any deficiency in
any SpecIal assessment fund to meet the payment of the principal or interest to
be paid therefrom, moneys shall be advanced from the general funds of Ihe ci­
ty to meet such deficiency, and shall be replaced in the general funds when the
special assessment fund shall be sufficient therefore.

5. Each bond or other evidence of indebtedness shall contain on its face a
statement specifying the purpose for which the same is issued, and the pro­
ceeds thereof shall not be. used for any other purpose, except that, whenever
the proceeds of any bond ISSUe, or a part thereof, remain unexpended and un­
encumbered for the purpose for which said bond issue was made the Council
may, by the confirming vote of not less than five members, authorize the use
of such unexpended and unencumbered funds:

a. For the retirement of such bond issue, or
b. If such bond issue has been fully retired, then for the retirement of

other bonds or obligations of the cily provided for by Ihis section: Provided
ThaI in the case of special assessment bonds, such funds shall be refunded t~
the owners of property against which special assessments therefore were made
or placed in the general fund of the city in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 9 B (I) of this charter, and
.. c..For such other purposes as may be permitted by law, subject to the pro­

VISIOn ID paragraph (b) above; or
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d. If such funds cannot be so used, then in any manner approved by the

vole of not less than five members of the Council.
6. No bond or other evidence of indebtedness, regardless of type or purpose,

shall bear interest at a rale exceeding thaI fIXed by law.
7. All bonds and other evidences of indebtedness shall be signed by the

Mayor and countersigned by the Clerk, under the seal of the city. Interest
coupons may be executed with the facsimile signatures of the Mayor and the
Clerk. A complete and detailed record of all bonds and other evidences of in­
debtedness shall be kept by the Treasurer. Upon the payment of any bond or
other evidence or indebtedness, the same shall be marked "cancelled" or
otherwise defaced by Ihe Treasurer to indicate payment. After all of the bonds
of any issue have been paid, they may be destroyed by cremation, with a prop­
er certificate of such destruction filed in the office of the clerk.

B. Limitations Upon Borrowing Power.
I. The net bonded indebtedness incurred for all public purposes shall not at

any time exceed ten per cent of the assessed value of all the real and persot,'al
property in the city: Provided, That, in computing such net bonded ID­
debtedness, there shall be excluded money borrowed under the provisions of
Chapter 10 A, clauses b, c, and d of this chapter, and any other bonds which
are not, by law, subject to the debt limitation of the city. The resources of any
debt retirement or sinking fund pledged for the retirement of any outstanding
bonds which are subject to the debt limitation herein established, shall also be
deducted from the amount of the bonded indebtedness.

2. No bonds shall be sold to obtain funds for any purpose other than that
for which they were specifically authorized, and if such bonds are not sold
within three years aft.er authorization such authorization, shall be null and
void, except when delay is caused by litigation or when a bond issue has been
authorized to be issued in two or more parts or series. In case of litigation, the
three year period shall start at the time of the filing of the final judgmen~ or
decree. In case of bonds authorized to be issued in two or more parts or senes,
the first part or series shall be sold within three years after authorization and
the final part or series shall be sold within ten years after authorization.

CHAPTER XI
CONTRACTS

A. Contracting Authority of Council.
I. The power to authorize the making of contracts on behalf of the city is

vested in the Council and shall be exercised in accordance with the provisions
of law.

2. All contracts, except as otherwise provided by ordinance in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter II (2) hereof, shall be authorized by the Coun­
cil and shall be signed on behalf of the city by the Mayor and the Clerk.

B. Purchase and Sale of Personal Property.
The Council shall establish, by ordinance, the procedure for the purchase

and sale of personal property. Such ordinance shall provide for centralized
purchasing on behalf of the city. The ordinance shall also provide the dollar
limit within which purchases and sales of personal property may be made
without the necessity of securing competitive bids, and the dollar limit and
conditions within which purchases and sales of personal property may be made
without the necessity of Council approval and signature by the Mayor and the
Clerk. No purchase of personal property shall be made unless a sufficient un-
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encumbered appropriation is available therefore.

C. Limitations on Contractual Power.
I. The Council shall only have power to enter into contracts which by the

terms thereof, will be fully executed within a period of ten years, with the op­
tion of renewal by Council approval. unless such contracts shall first receive
the approval of a majority of the qualified electors of the city voting thereon at
a regular or special election. This limitation shall not apply to any contract for
services with a public utility or one or more other governmental units. nor to
contracts for debt secured by bonds or notes which are permitted to be issued
by the city by law.

2. The city shall not have power to purchase, sell. lease. or dispose of any
real estate unless:

a. The resolution authorizing the sale, lease, or disposal thereof shall be
completed in the manner in which it is to be fmal1y passed and has remained on
me with the Clerk Jor public inspection for twenty-five days before the final
adoption or passage thereof. and unless,

b. Such action is approved by the affrrmative roll call vote of five or more
members of the Council. and unless.

c. When the proposition is to sell any park, cemetery or any part thereof,
except when such park is not required under an official master plan of the city,
the proposition to sell, lease, or dispose of the same shall also be approved by a
majority vote of the electors of the city voting thereon at any general or special
election.

3. Except as provided by ordinance authorized by paragraph II (2) of this
chapter, each contract for the construction of public improvements or for the
purchase or sale of personal property shall be let after opportunity for com­
petitive bidding. All bids shall be opened in public in the Council room by the
Cierk, or by the City Manager, at the time designated in the notice of letting,
and shall be reported to the Council at its next meeting. The Council may re­
ject any or all bids, if deemed advisable. If. after two or more opportunities
for competitive bidding, no bids are received or such bids as were received
were not satisfactory to the Council. the Council may either endeavor to ob­
tain new competitive bids or may authorize the City manager or other proper
official of the city to negotiate for a contract in the open market. The second
bidding herein required may be waived by a vote of five or more members of
the Council.

4. No contract shall be·made with any person who is in default to the city.
S. No extra compensation shall be paid to any agent, employee, or contrac­

tor after the service has been rendered or the contract entered into.

D. Business Dealings with City.
Any officer or employee of the city who intends or does have business deal­

ings with the city directly or indirectly shall comply with Acts 317 of the Public
Acts of 1968.

CHAPTER XlI
ELECTIONS

A. Wards.
The City of Ithaca shall consist of one single ward.

B. Primaries.
Non-Partisan City Primary elections shall be held on the first Tuesday
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following the first Monday in August.of ,?"ch od:d. numbered year. ~f up?n the
expiration of the time for filing nommatlDg petitiOns for any elective. city of­
fice it appears that petitions have been filed for no more t~ two ~lIDes the
number of candidates for such office to be filled at the next city elect!on, then
no primary election shall be held in respect to suc~ offi~e an~ the City Clerk
shall publish notice of such fact, proVlded t~t CIty pnmanes shall be held
jointly with the state primaries whenever practIcable.

C. Elections.
A non-partisan City election shall be held on the first Tuesday.after the

first Monday of November of each odd numbered yel!r. Spectal election~ shall
be held when called by resolution of the City Council at least 60 days ID ad­
vance of such election or when required by the Charter or the Gen~ral Laws of
the State. Such resolution shall set forth the purpose of the election.

D. Nominating Petitions. . '.
I. Candidates for all elective offices sh~ be nommated ~y .petitIOns.

Nominating petitions, complying with the requirements of the Michigan Elec­
tions Law, signed by not less than two (~"") percent nor ~ore th~ four (4".)
percent of the registered electors of the CIty shall be filed WIth the City Cierk no
later than four o'clock p.m. on the seventh (7) Mon~ay prior to t~e date of the
City Primary election. Blank petitions shall be provided by the City Clerk. and
shall be furnished by said Clerk upon request. Before the Clerk shall furD1S~ a
form of nominating petition to any person, the Clerk shall enter ther~n WI~
typewriter the name of the candidate and the name of the office for which he !s
to be a candidate. No person sball sign his name to a ~eater number ?f peti­
tions for any City office than there are offices to be filled at the foUo~ reg­
ular City Election. Nothing herein con~in7d sh~ ~e con~trued to prohibIt any
candidate from having his own notnlnating petttlon prmted, but they must
comply substantially with th~ ab?ve fot:JD.

2. In the event that no notnlnaltng petittons. are med ~or.any person as a can­
didate for election from the City, the Council s~' .Wlthin ten days after the
last day for filing nominating petitions for such POSltlO~ on the Council, J.Deet
at the call of the Cierk, as a nominating caucus and notnlnate two F) qualified
persons, as provided in Chapter ~ B (I) of this charter! who are resldeD;ts of the
City, qualified electors, as candidates therefore. Nottce of such meeting s.hall
be given by the Cierk by personal service upon eachmem~ of the C?uncil or
by leaving such notice with some responsible person at erther t~e reslden~ or
place of business of the person served, not less than 24 hours pnor to the time
set for such meeting in the notice thereof.

E. Approval of Petitions. .' ..
The City Clerk shall accept for filing only such nomtnatmg petItiOns for

qualified candidates as shall comply with the r7Quirements of C!'apter 12 D (I)
hereof and contain the required number of sIgnatures. Th~ City Ci~rk shall,
within three (3) days after the final date dete~e.thesuffiCiency of s.'gnatures
on each petition filed, and, if he finds any petition does not contam the .re­
quired number of official signatures of registered ~Iectors, ~e s~a11 '10­
mediately notify the candidate in writing of the insuf~clencyof his ~l}tlon by
certified mail unless delivered personally. -Any candidate whose petitions are
found to be invalid or insufficient shall be allowed to me supplementary or re­
placement petitions from 4:00 o'c1ock in the afterD~non the 6th day after t!'e
last day for filing original petitions. Petitions whIch are found by the City
Clerk to contain the required number of signatures of registered electors for
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qUal!fi~ candi~~tes shall be marked "Approved", with the date thereof. All
nomlnatll~n ~tltlOns shall be open to public inspection in the office of the City
Clerk beginning five (5) days after the final date for such petitions.

F. Law Governing Elections and Registration.
The General election laws for the State shall apply to and control, as near

:u m~y be. ~I procedure as .well as all substantive questions relating to reg­
Istratlo!', pnmanes and electl?ns except as such laws relate to political parties
or panlsan procedure or reqwre more than two publication of notice and ex­
cept .as .otherwi~ provided by this chaner. In any circumstance where the
application of S81d laws may be uncertain. the election commission shall con­
strue the same and prescribe the procedure.

G. Canvass of Vote.
The ~ounty Board of Canvassers shall canvass the votes at all electionsun.d.er this chaner, and shall determine the vote upon all questions and prop­

OSItiOns and declare,Whether the same have been adopted or rejected and what
persons have been elected at such elections. The candidate or candidates
(where more than one are to be elected to the same ofice) who shall receive the
gteatest number of votes shall be declared elected.

H. Elective Commission.
The.Election COllllJl!ssion shall consist ~fthe City Clerk. Assessor. and one

~ther cIty officer appointed by the Council preceding each regular city elec­
tion. The Clerk s.hall be the ch~son. The commission shall appoint the in­
s~tors of.electlOn and fIX therr compensation and shall perform all of the
duties required of the City Election COmmission by the State Law or this
chaner.

I. Mfidavit of Qualification for Office.
On or before the third day after the last day for filing nominating petitions

each pers0'.l for whom a valid '.I0minatig petition has been filed. or someone
acting on his ~ehaJ~. shall me Wlt~ th~ clerk an affidavit that he is possessed of
all of t~e qualificatIons set forth Itt this chaner for an elective city office. Such
affidaVIt ~hall be.on a form pr~vided by the Clerk. If such affidavit be not fil­
ed as herein requued. the candIdate shall be deemed to have withdrawn and his
name shall not be placed on any election ballot.

J. Form of Ballots.
The form. printing. and numbering of ballots used in any city election shall

con.form.. as nearly as may be. to that prescribed by law, except that no pany
desIgnation or emblem s~all appear thereon. The names of qualified nominees
for each office shall be listed on the ballot under a separate heading for each
office and shall be rotated on the ballots as required by law.

K. Delivery of Registration Books and Supplies.
.The Clerk shall be resp<!nsible for t~e custody and safe keeping of all

reglstratlon books and supphes. On election day. he shall deliver them to the
respective Board of Inspectors of Election. taking their receipt therefore.

L. Absentee Ballots.
. The el7Ctors of the cit.y shall be entitled.to vote by absentee ballots at any

cIty selection under the clfcumstances and In the manner provided by law.
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M. Recount.
A recount of the votes cast at any city election for any office. or upon any

proposition. may be had in accordance with the general election laws of the
State.

N. Tie Vote.
If. at any city election. the outcome cannot be determined because two or

more persons received an equal number of votes. the County Board of Can­
vassers shall name a date for the appearance of such persons for the purpose of
determining the election of one of them by lot. Should any person fail to ap­
pear. in person or by representative. to determine the result of any tie at the
time and place named. such determination shall be made by lot in his absence.
at the direction and under the supervision of the County Board of Canvassers.
Such determination shall be final.

O. Voting Hours.
The polls of all Elections shall be opened and closed at the time prescribed

by State Law.

CHAPTERXID
UTiUTY FRANCHISES AND MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP

A. Public Utility Franchises.
I. All public utility franchises gtanted after the adoption of this chaner,

whether it be so provided in the granting ordinance or not. shall be subject to
the right of the city:

a. To repeal the same for misuse. or non-use, Or for failure to comply with
the provisions thereof;

b. To require proper and adequate extension of plant and service
maintenance thereof at the highest practical standard of efficiency;

c. To establish reasonable standards of service and quality of products.
and prevent unjust discrimination in service or rates;

d. To require continuous and uninterrupted service to the public in accor­
dance with the terms of the franchise throughout the entire period thereof;

e. To impose such other regulations as may be determined by the Council
to be conducive to the safety. welfare. and accommodation of the public;

f. To require the public utility to which any franchise is granted to permit
joint use of its property and appurtenances located in the streets. alleys. and
public places of the city by the city and other utilities insofar as such joint use
may be reasonably practicable and upon payment or reasonable rental
therefore: Provided. That. in the absence of agteement. upon application by
the public utility, the Council shall provide for arbitration of the terms and
conditions of such joint use and the compensation to be paid therefore;

g. To pay such part of the cost of improvement or maintenance of the
streets. alleys. bridges. and public places of the city. as shall arise from its use
thereof, and to protect and save the city harmless from all damages arising
from said use.

h. Require the public utility to me with the city such drawings and maps
of the location and nature of its facilities. as the Councl may request.

B. Limitations on the Granting of Franchises.
No franchise shall be granted by the city for a term exceeding thirty years

and no exclusive franchise shall ever be granted. Each franchise shall include a
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~rovision requi.ring the franchise to take effect within one year after the adop­
tion of the ordi",~cegrant~g it, ex.eept in the case of grants to take effect at
the end of an exlstmg franchise. An Irrevocable franchise and any extension or
lI!"endment of such franchise may not be granted by the city, unless the or­
dinance granting such franchise has first received the affrrmative vote of at
lo:ast thr~-fiths of .the electors of the city voting thereon at a regular or special
CIty el~lon. An Irrevocable franchise ordinance may be approved by the
CounCIl, for referral to the electorate, only after a public hearing has been held
ther~~ and after the grantee named therein has filed with the Clerk his un­
conditional acceptance of all the terms of the franchise. No special election for
suchp~ may be ordered by the Council, unless the expense of holding
such election has fIrSt been paid to the Treasurer by the grantee.

C. Procedure for Granting Franchises.
Every ordin~ce granting a franchise, license, or right to occupy or use

streets, alleys, bndges, or puhlic places shall remain on file with the Clerk for
~ublic inspection in its fJDal form for at least thirty days hefore the fmal adop­
tion thereof, or the approval thereof for referral of the electorate.

D. Sale or Assignment of Franchises.
The grantee of a franchise may not sell, assign, sublet, or allow another to

'!SC. the ~e, unless the Council gives its consent. Nothing in this section shall
limit the right of the grantee of any public utility franchise to mortgage its
property or franchise, nor shall restrict the rights of the purchaser, upon
foreclosure ~e, to operate the same, except that such mortgages or purchaser
sball be subject to the terms of the franchise and provisions of this chapter.

E. Plans of Facilities in Streets and Public Places.
. The Council may, by ordinance:, req~e, as a c~ndition t~ the placing or
InstaJ!ment t~ereof, th~t each public utility condUcting a busmess in the city
file.~.th the.Clty a duplicate copy of layout plans of pipes, conduits, and other
facilitIes which are to be placed on, under, or above the surface of the city's
streets, alleys, bridges, and public places.

F. Gener~ Powers Respecting Municipal Utilities and services.
.. The CIty shall poss.ess and hereby reserves to itself all the powers granted to

Cltl~ by law t'? aC9Ulr~, cons~ru!,!, o~, operate, improve, enlarge, extend,
reparr, ~d l1!aI:'ltai!1' el~er WIthin or WIthout its corporate limits, a hospital
and public utlltles, !ncluding, but not by way of limitation, public utilities for
treatmg and supplymg water, and for supplying light heat power gas sewage
trea!Ment, and garl;>age disposal f!Jcilities, or any of ihem to the ci'ty aJid its in­
habl!aDls! .~d also to ~11 and. delive~ water, light, heat, power, gas, and other
pub~c utiliti~ !JOel: serYIces Wlth?ut Its COrporate limits to an amount not ex­
ceedinl! the limitations set by or m accordance with law. The power to supply,
as herem po~sedand reserved, sball include the power to extract and process
water, electnClty, or gas from natural sources, to manufacture the same or to
purchase the same from others. '

G. Administration and Operation of Municipal Utilities.
The ~ouncil shall he responsible for the care, protection, preservation,

control, unprovement, and extenson of the utility plants and facilities of the ci­
ty, and shall adopt such ordinances and resolutions as are required therefore
Such utility plants and facilities shall each be a department of the city and th~
management thereof shall be the duty of the City Manager, who'shall be

34

responsible to the Council therefore. Such public utility department shall be
subject to the provisions of this Charter relating to departments of the city, in­
cluding such as relate to annual budgets and financial accounting, and to the
provisions of this chapter. The City Manager may appoint a Manager of the ci­
ty utilities and, with the approval of the Council, other administrative person­
nel as shall be required to carry out the operation, maintenance, improvement,
and extension of the said city utilities and utility facilities.

H. Utility Charges - Collections.
The Council shall fix the rates to be charged for all public utility services of

the city. The Council shall provide, by ordinance, for the collection of public
utility charges, and for such purpose shall have all lhe power granted to cities
by Act No. 178 of the Public Acts of 1939 and Act No. 940f lhe Public Acts of
1933, as amended in each case. When any person shall fail, or refuse to pay to
the city any sum due on utility bills, lhe utility service or services upon which
such delinquency exists may be shut off Or discontinued by the city, and suit
may also be instituted by the city for the collection of the same in any court of
competent jurisdiction.

I. Annual Adult.
The cost of making the annual audit of the accounls of each public utility

of the city shall he defrayed from the funds of the utility.

J. Annual Reports.
The annual audit of each public utility of the city shall show, as nearly as

possible, tbe financial results of the city ownership and operation of the public
service works of the city.

K. Purchase of Electricity, Water, Sewage Disposal Service.
The city may purchase and resell electricity, water, and sewage disposal ser­

vices, or anyone or more of tbem, from any person, municipal or private, if
such purchase may he deemed by the Council to be in lhe best interests of the
city and its inbabitants.

L. Disposal of Plants.
Except for purposes permitted by law, the city shall not sell, exchange,

lease, or in any otber way alien or dispose of the property, easements, income,
or otber equipment, privileges, or assets belonging to and appertaining to any
utility which it may own or acquire, unless and except such propposition shall
fITst have been submitted at an election held for that purpose in the manner
provided in this charter, to the electors of the city and approved by them at a
regular city election by a three-fifths majority vote of the electors voting
thereon. All contracts, negotiations, leases, grants, or other forms of transfer
in violation of this provision, shall he void and of no effect as against the city.
The provisions of this section shall noi, however, apply to the sale or exchange
of any articl~ of equipment that is obsolete, worn out, or useless, or which
could, with advantage to the service, be replaced by new and improved
machinery or eq\lipment.

SCHEDULE

Purpose of Status of Schedule Chapter - Section 1: The purpose of this
Schedule Chapter is to inaugurate the government of the City of Ithaca under
this Charter Revision and provide the transition from the government of the
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and shall be set forth on voting machines and paper ballots in the usual man­
ner therefore.

City of Ithaca to that as a City under this Charter Revision. It shall constitute a
part of this Chapter only to the extent and for the time required to accomplish
Its purpose.

Election 10 Adopl Charier· Seclion 2: This Charter shall be submilled to a
vote of Ihe qualified electors of the City of Ithaca at an election to be held on
August 7, 1984, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. All provisions
for the submission of the questions of adopting this Charter as revised at such
election shall be made in the manner provided by law.

Fnrm of Ballot· Section 3: The form of the question on submission of this
Charter shall be as follows: Shall the proposed Revised Charter for the City of
Ithaca which was framed by the Charter Revision Commission elected
November 8, 1983, be adopted:

Election of Officers· Section 4: At the next regular City election after the
adoption of this amended Charter, four Council persons at-large shall be
elected. The three largest vote gellers shall serve for a term of four years. The
fourth largest vote getter shall serve for a term of two (2) years and thereafter
that at-large seat shall serve for a term of four years.

Effective Dale· Section 5: If this Charter is adopted at the election thereon
it shall take effect and become the Charter of the City of Ithaca, Michigan o~
September I, 1984.

Conduct of Election· Section 6: The election at which this revised Charter
shall be submilled to lhe electors shall be conducted by the Charter Revision
Commission provided, however, that the said Charter Revision Commission
may delegate such responsibilities as it deems proper to the City Clerk of the
City of Ithaca.

RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION

At a meeting of the Charter Commission of the City of Ithaca, held on the
23rd day of April, A.D. 1984, the following resolution was offered by Com­
missioner Warren Larry:

RESOLVED That the Charter Commission of the City of Ithaca does hereby
adopt the fo;egoing proposed Charter of the City of Ithaca, and the Clerk of
this Commission is directed to transmit a copy thereof to the Governor of the
State of Michigan for his approval in accordance with the Statute of Ihe State.

The resolution was seconded by Commissioner Gerald Kench and adopted by
the following vote:

Yeas: Commissioners Robert Atkinson, Irene Groesbeck, Gerald Kench, War­
ren Larry, Marilyn Lumsden, Evelyn Parling, Andrew Vozar, Robert Wetzel.

Nays: None
Absent: Eugene Becker

Richard Parling, Clerk of the Charter Commission of th~ City of Ithaca, being
duly sworn, says that at an election duly called and held m the city of Ithaca on
November 8,1983, the following named persons were duly elected as a Charter
Commission 10 frame a revised charter for the City of Ithaca, namely:

Robert Atkinson - Chairman
Gerald Kench - Vice-Chairman
Eugene Becker - Commissioner
Irene Groesbeck· Commissioner
Warren Larry - Commissioner
Marilyn Lumsden - Commissioner
Evelyn Parling • Commissioner
Andrew Vozar • Commissioner
Robert Wetzel - Commissioner

and that the annexed and foregoing charter was duly framed and adopted by
said Charter Commission by the foregoing resolution which is a true and cor­
rect copy thereof, and, that the said Charter Commission directed th~t said
charter be presented to the electors of the City?f Ithaca in accordance WIth lhe
requirements of the laws of the State of Michigan which prOVIde therefor.

Dated: April 23, 1984

____ no_____ yes

Richard D. Parling
Clerk of the Charter Commission,
Cily of Ithaca

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 24th day of April, 1984

Jennie V. Vozar
Notary Public, Gratiot County, Michigan
My Commission expires October 7, 1984
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I do hereby approve the above and foregoing charter of the city of Ithaca.

Dated: July 31,1984

James J. Blanchard
Governor of the State of Michigan

I, Richard Parling, City Clerk for the City of Ithaca, Gratiot County,
Michigan, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the revised
Charter of the City of Ithaca, duly adopted at an election held August 7, 1984
in the said City of Ithaca.

Ves - 171
No - 29

I further certify that the vote was canvassed and approved on the 10th day of
August, 1984.

I further certify that two copies of this Charter were filed with the County
Clerk and the Secretary of State on the 17th day of August, 1984.

Richard D. Parling
City Clerk
City of Ithaca, Michigan

The members of the Charter Commission responsible for this Charter were
privileged to have the original Charter to use as a guide. The longer we labored
on this new Charter, the more we came to respect the wisdom of the members
of the original Charter Commission. Their contribution to this Community
was far reaching. It, therefore, seems appropriate that their names should be
perpetuated in all future Charters of the City of Ithaca. Their names are:

Miles A. Nelson - Chairman
Donald A. Baker - Vice-Chairman
Guy W. Weller - Secretary
Charles G. Larry - Commissioner
V. Lowell Sheline, M.D. - Commissioner
Mrs. Mable Roberts - Commissioner
Fred H. Passenger - Commissioner
Roger D. Williams - Commissioner
R. J. Lippert· Commissioner
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