
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 7, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Thomas opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, and City Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Police Chief Steve Lytle.

Absent was Councilperson Brian Henderson.

Audience in attendance was Ivan and Jordan Wheeler.

Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held August 17, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  Mr. Ivan Wheeler addressed the Council on concerns with the Hunting Ordinance and permits allowed within the city limits and offered suggestions for change.  City Manager Foster stated he and Chief Lytle would review the ordinance with the Planning Commission.  Mayor Bailey explained the time line for changing an ordinance if determined necessary.  Mr. Wheeler thanked the City Council.

Committee Reports

Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the Fair Board met.

Councilperson Thomas reported the Personnel Committee met to do the performance review of the City Manager.  He also reported that the 9-1-1 Committee met and reviewed the 2009 Annual report.  Councilperson Hollenbeck commented on the out-of –state conference attendance of the director.

Councilperson Trexler reported the Senior Activity Board met and is requesting approval of candidates for board positions.

Moved by Trexler, second by Thomas to approve Jenna Strong, Brian Godley, Mary Sullivan, Al Spear, Vicky Parling and Patti Reeves to be placed on the ballot for the Board of Directors to the Senior Activity Board.  Motion carried.

Councilperson Schafer referenced the Library Director’s report and informed members that Peggy Kosek is leaving her position at the library to take a position at South Elementary School.

Councilperson Schafer reported the Water/Sewer Committee met to review proposals for the water reliability study, to review the water tower maintenance and inspection reports, and to discuss lagoon treatment due to the increased sludge and discoloration due to Cartridges R Us.  Treatment of the lagoon would produce a healthier lagoon by next summer.  The committee recommends hiring NuSystems for there ReNew Treatment Program for the lagoon, and to do the cathodic protection on the East Tower and power wash the South Tower at this time.

Moved by Schafer, second by Trexler to enter into a contract with NuSystems for the ReNew Treatment program for treatment of the lagoon with a 50%/50% cost sharing between the City and Cartridges R Us.  Motion carried.

Moved by Schafer, second by Timmons to allow the City Manager to hire and engineering firm for the water reliability study at a cost not to exceed $8,950.00.  Motion carried.

Moved by Schafer, second by Timmons to proceed with the East Tower cathodic protection maintenance at a cost of $16,000.00 and the South Tower power washing at a cost of $3,500.00.  Motion carried.

Department Reports

Police Chief Lytle reported on the August activity for the department, citing 157 complaints, 23 traffic stops and no parking tickets.  Chief Lytle updated members on the department’s event coverage and Fun Fest activity.  The computers from the Homeland Security Grant are installed and officers will now be able to do the LEIN in the office.

Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Thomas to receive the Chief of Police’s report.  Motion carried.  

Appointments

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell requested Council to appoint a delegate to the MML Annual Meeting.  No appointment was made, as no one will be in attendance.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster updated members on the chip seal for streets, the fiber optic in City Hall and on grants and Medical Marihuana status.  Manager Foster reported that he received a resignation from DDA Director Becky Roslund and Library employee Peggy Kosek.  Rick Wymer has been hired in the position left vacant with the retirement of Larry Stoner.

Manager Foster reported work will begin on the dog park and Red Bird is willing to donate amenities to the park.

Moved by Trexler, second by Thomas to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

City Manager Foster requested a public hearing be set  to review the application submitted  by C&S Steel LLC for an Industrial Facility Tax Exemption for equipment purchased.

Moved by Trexler, second by Timmons to set a public hearing to hear comment on the Industrial Facility Tax Exemption application submitted by C&S Steel, LLC for September 21, 2010 at 7:15pm. Motion carried.

Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Thomas, supported by Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35929-36001, Water Sewer Bond Debt Check#1011 and Payroll Checks #8869-8916 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.

The meeting adjourned at 8:08pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







