
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

DECEMBER 7, 2011

7:00pm
The special meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 120 N. Maple Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons James Gruesbeck, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas and Cathy Timmons.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell, DPW Director Bob Studt, Fire Chief Dave Nelson, Rescue Chief Jamie Gulick, Building Inspector Dale Sherman, Lead Officer Chad Chase and Deputy Clerk Cathy Cameron.

Absent were Councilperson Brian Henderson and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.

Audience in attendance was Larry Trexler, Neville Pitcher, Murray and Diane Borrello, Mark Barrows, Alese Evon, Addison Evon, Matt Aplin, Pamela Schafer, David Freestone and Dr. Robert Graham.
Mayor Bailey welcomed the public to the special meeting and explained it was a public informational meeting regarding the gasoline leak which occurred at the Beacon and Bridge Market at 205 E Center Street.  He then asked panelists in attendance for introductions.  They were: Curtis Chapman –August Mack Environmental, Cliff Knaggs –Knaggs, Harter, Brake & Schneider Attorneys At Law, Dan Wynn –Vice-President Beacon and Bridge, Steve Crider NTH Consultants, Ltd, David LaBrecque –Michigan Department of Environmental Quality-RR, Ben Hall –Michigan Department of Environmental Quality-RD, John Tanner –Rowe Professional Services Co, Jeff Kimble –US Environmental Protection Agency, Jennifer Gray –Michigan Department of Community Health and Linda Dykema - Michigan Department of Community Health.
City Manager Foster gave a presentation on the original discovery and suspected extent of release of the gasoline.  The initial detection was discovered October 8, 2011 and to date thirteen homes have been compromised.  He discussed the ongoing concerns of the City and homeowners and informed residents that summa canisters have been secured from the MDCH to put on homes.  A summa canister will measure the toxin levels over a 24-hour period and the readings will then be analyzed.  He turned the meeting over Dan Wynn of Beacon and Bridge.

Mr. Wynn thanked the audience in attendance and apologized to those affected.  He stated the company was working to fix the problem as soon as possible.  He informed residents that the leak was the fault of a broken safety valve on the underground tank that the company thought was repaired but in actuality was not.  He asked Mr. Chapman, the company’s environmental consultant to further explain the situation.

Mr. Chapman discussed the clean up process and said that monitoring wells had been set and no free product had been seen.  Over 2,000 gallons of water was removed out of the affected well.  The company has installed ground water monitoring wells according to the State of Michigan requirements.  He stated the North and West side have the highest concentrations and the fill around the sanitary sewer was impacted which has lead into the sewer itself.  The company began excavating, vacuuming and removing the contaminated soil.  He further explained the process of soil borings of which 5 or 10 will be converted into ground water monitoring wells for the long term.  The sanitary sewer is the conduit for the product to travel.  He informed residents that the company will need to do some on-site monitoring and will be contacting private residents to do so.  
Murray Borrello asked how much product was leaked and could the water line be infiltrated like the sewer line was.  Bob Studt, City DPW Director explained that the water lines are not compromised nor would be due to the different material of the pipe and the fact that water lines are under pressure; the sewer line was a clay line. Mr. Chapman added that the City’s wells are not located near the site.  Dan Wynn responded to the product loss that though difficult to tell, they know it to be at least several hundreds of gallons.

Mrs. Evon asked if the residential water would be tested at the taps in the house.  Mr. Chapman explained that since the water was not affected, it would not; however the sewer testing would be ongoing until safe levels are confirmed.  Mr. Chapman discussed the summa canister process and lab sampling.  He stated one would be placed at various sites in the area and one would be placed at North school as a precaution.  He explained that the ground water is 4-5 feet deep in the area, so they do not feel that it is a natural aquifer and having a lot of fill on the site itself is helping.
Diane Borrello asked for discussion on the parts per million and parts per billion of the chemicals and asked that if the product is detected by smell, is it already over the exposure limit?  Dave Nelson confirmed her question and discussed the resident calls and readings taken by the City up to date.  Mr. Chapman informed residents that they would have a staff on-site all the next week for real-time screening of levels through the 4-6 block radius.

David Freestone asked that since the ground is starting to freeze, whether all of the testing will need to be redone in the spring when the ground thaws.  Mr. Chapman stated the product would dissipate and spread and there is no time known for how long the monitoring wells will remain.  David LaBrecque of the MDEQ stated that if the smell returned in the spring, it would require the company to repeat the entire process.
Attorney Knaggs stated it is important for residents to know that they are in the initial phase and the data needs to be gathered so that the appropriate plan can be developed for corrective action.  He assured all that this is not the end of the process, just the beginning.

Mark Barrows asked if the underground tanks were new when Beacon and Bridge came in or did they use the old tanks from the previous station.  Attorney Knaggs talked about the defective tank and stated it was clear there was a leak on the site of the days noted and it did in fact enter the ground water and infiltrated the sewer.  Mrs. Evon asked if it will always leak. Mr. Chapman stated no, but they need to do the investigation and get a plan in place over the next few months.

Dr. Freestone asked why if the product was moving west and down the street, were they digging north.  Mr. Chapman said they start by removing at the source and then will install a system to tackle the cleaning.  The system that will be used is built by Schrader Environmental.  City Manager Foster explained the product is flowing along the corridor of the sewer line.  Had the product not infiltrated the sewer, it still could be a problem but until the investigative process is complete, it is an unknown.  The DEQ recommended the City begin the sewer violation process which it did and held a hearing.  A draft plan for correction has been filed.  Bob Studt gave a review of how the sewer line would be lined and sealed and stated it would be done on the December 14th or 15th because the product has to be manufactured for the line.
City Manager Foster reviewed the summa canister process with residents, stating eight had been placed and a total of fourteen would be installed.  He explained there are two separate plans, one addressing the resident vapors and the other being the sewer issue.
Dr. Gray from MDCH, said the canisters’ readings would be compared to the health safe screening levels.  To date, three chemicals have been over level with Benzene at an evacuation level.  There was discussion on the effects of the chemicals to the residents.  Murray Borrello asked what will happen if all canisters have negative results.  Attorney Knaggs stated it would depend on the soil borings and the requirements of the MDCH, DEQ and EPA.

Ben Hall, of the DEQ, reviewed the process Beacon and Bridge has to go through in order to be cleared and addressed the public health concerns.  He explained this is the initial data gathering and will continue to report until the closing of the case.  Diane Borrello asked why it has taken the DEQ so long to act when residents were at risk.  Mr. LaBrecque said some of the complaints of odor were infrequent and initially thought the lack of drain plugs were the source for the vapors to enter the homes.  When the drains were plugged and sewers capped, the odor went away.  Once they learned the vapors returned and followed the path, they have moved forward in fixing the problem.
Murray Borrello asked the MDCH what the health risks were to the residents that have exposure over the last two months.  Ms. Dykema said with the levels seen, it is unlikely that exposure would have affected them, if it had; it would be noticeable and gave some symptoms that were likely.  She said if residents feel they have been exposed, they should see their physician and if they or their physician have questions; they can call the MDCH or poison control.
Diane Borrello asked what the evacuation procedure for residents was; where do they go, who pays, etc. Ms. Dykema said if levels were dangerous the MDCH would recommend they leave the home, but it does not have enforcement power.  Attorney Knaggs gave residents his contact information for anyone who felt they had an insurance claim.  
City Manager Foster informed residents that excavation would start the next day.  Mr. Chapman said the soil excavation will give better data and they can start the correlation of results with the summa canisters.

Jeff Kimble, of the EPA stated he had been assigned to the site until its closure and assured residents that he would be working with the MDCH and make sure all federal regulations would be followed throughout the process.

City Manager Foster stated that everyone on the panel was now fully engaged and expressed appreciation for Beacon and Bridge’s response and support.  He told residents if they smell an odor to call 9-1-1 or City Hall immediately.  

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked for additional Public Comments.  City Manager Foster thanked MAC 3TV for video taping the meeting.  Mayor Bailey thanked all in attendance and for their cooperation.
Moved by Thomas, second by Timmons to adjourn.  Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.
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