
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

December 21, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Hollenbeck opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons, Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler City Attorney Jefferson Arnold and Student Representative Matt DesRochers.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell.

Audience in attendance was none.
Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held December 7, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None was given.
Committee Reports

Student Representative DeRoschers reported the Model UN team placed in the top five during the first competition and students are anxious for winter break.

Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the Streets and Parking committee met and discussed Safe Routes to School, a city-wide walking trail, curb cuts, Center Street paving project, the West Park apron and alley abandonment.  The committee will be contacting school administrators on the Safe Routes program.  The Committee recommends approval of funding to complete the paving of Center Street from Jerome to West Park to be done in collaboration with the County Road Commission.  The Committee further recommends beginning the process of abandoning the alley between Newark and South streets between Gwinner and S. St. Johns.
Moved by Timmons, second by Hollenbeck to approve the paving project and funding for Center Street from Jerome Road to Woodland Park in conjunction with the Gratiot County Road Commission at a cost of approximately $16,000.  Motion carried.

Discussion on alley abandonment.  No action until further information is received.

Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the G.A.S. Board met.

Councilperson Thomas reported the 9-1-1 Board met and entered into an agreement with Gratiot County Central Dispatch and Motorola for $800,000 of radio equipment.  Funding will come from the surcharge and has been planned for three years.  The new radios will put all agencies from the County, Alma, Ithaca, St. Louis, Breckenridge, Ashley and Perrinton on the same band for communication, ie Fire, police, rescue, DPW’s, etc. 
Councilperson Trexler reported the Senior Activity Board met and expressed gratitude to the public works crew and the City for it’s help during the year.

Councilperson Schafer reported the Library Board met.  The computer grant is still in process and the director will be leaving for the winter.
City Manager Report

City Manager Foster reported that Joshua Thielen has been hired as the new part-time police officer.  He reported on the Transportation Bonanza workshop, Industrial Parkway re-alignment and informed members the DIG grant application was submitted.  The South Industrial Park signage will be installed next week and there are potential purchase agreements on the Kernan and Mary Kay buildings. City Manger Foster updated members on the operations of Greenleaf Consulting which is a certification clinic for medical marijuana. 
Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell informed members the WageWorks paperwork has been filed and the employee meeting was held on the insurance changes with our Meadowbrook representative.  The rates came in at a 2.5% savings versus the 11% projected.
City Manager Foster stated the Employee Appreciation Dinner is scheduled for January 20, 2010

Councilperson Schafer informed members that the School Superintendent is looking to promote the school through the movie theatre previews and asked that Athletic Director Nick Herblet be contacted and updated on the soccer field grant project as he is new to the system.
Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Thomas, supported by Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #36339-36403 and Payroll Checks #9281-9322 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.
The meeting adjourned at 7:38pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







