
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

November 16, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Hollenbeck opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons, Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, and Larry Trexler.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell.

Absent were City Attorney Jefferson Arnold and Student Representative Matt DesRochers.

Audience in attendance was Meghan Litwiller, Karen Rozen, Wilber Rykert, Chase Smith, Bill Dilts, Heather Backer, Alex Niznak, Lauren Hutchinson, Chelsie Kastl, Zach Whipple, Angela Loomis and Kelly Kindel.

Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held November 2, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  

Gratiot County Commissioner Bill Dilts commented on the youth attendance at both the City and County’s meetings.  He informed members that the County Board voted to extend land to Cartridges R Us for an expansion project which will create 25-50 more jobs.

Ms. Karen Rozen addressed members on a water bill dispute.  Mayor Bailey referred it to the Water/Sewer Committee for review and directed her to not pay the bill until a determination was made, no late fee will be charged.

Mayor Bailey invited the students to introduce themselves and welcomed them.

Committee Reports

Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the Fair Board met.

Councilperson Schafer reported the donated laptop is being used for Library inventory.

Resolution
City Manager Foster presented Resolution 2010-31 which if approved would amend the Zoning Ordinance by adding District Regulations so activities must conform to State and Federal law.  The Planning Commission reviewed the amendment, held a public hearing and recommends its adoption.
Moved by Trexler, second by Thomas to adopt Resolution 2010-31 Amending the Zoning Ordinance Article 1, District Regulations.  

Councilperson Trexler inquired of Planning Commission member Wilbur Rykert of comments received at the public hearing.  Mr. Rykert stated there were none.  
Roll Call Vote:

Ayes (7):  Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays (0):  None

Absent (0): None

Motion carried.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster reported that Clover Technologies was considering relocation of its operations to Europe, but Mr. & Mrs. Iocco convinced them to maintain operations in Ithaca. The efficiency of the City and County to make projects happen timely was a large factor, and the company can now compete and out bid Chinese companies.  The company is planning an expansion of its Raycraft Drive facility for additional packaging and distribution.  Construction is scheduled for completion by March.
Manager Foster informed members that communication with ICM Inc has been promising and the company is looking to restart the ethanol project. The County drain 181 project will not directly affect the City, however it will have a large impact on our neighboring townships which contract fire and rescue services.  He updated members on the MEDC DIG grant and the MDOT Industrial Parkway re-alignment project.  Manager Foster reported on the meeting held with the Downtown business owners and those with vacancies; good ideas and owners are motivated.
Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Henderson to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell informed members on the MERS Defined Contribution Plan Administrator changes, the November Election canvass and requested a meeting for review of the Audit and Fire Truck finance plan.

Councilperson Schafer inquired if an intern had been found.  Manager Foster stated Brittany Collison will be the intern and will be helping with event planning and the web-site through the end of the year.   She also inquired on the Cider Mill and Hearthstone Construction.  Manager Foster gave a status update.
Councilperson Timmons stated the east end speakers in the downtown were not working.  Manger Foster stated they are scheduled to be fixed next week.

Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Thomas, supported by Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #36207-36272 and Payroll Checks #9132-9175 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.
The meeting adjourned at 7:40pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







