
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER 2, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, Student Representative Matt DesRochers and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Police Chief Steve Lytle.

Audience in attendance was Ms. Sue Meier and students, Sharon Hayes, Julie and Ron Fish, Steve, Kristin and Rachel Bakker, Les and Sandy Allen, Meghan Litwiller, Michelle Layton, Darren Carman, Jennifer Whitford, JD Biddinger, Hannah Reeves and Zach Martyn.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held October 19, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None were given.

Random Acts of Kindness

Ms. Sue Meier and her Kindergarten class gave a presentation on the Random Acts of Kindness.  They presented the history and showed members the projects and acts they have been performing to do their part in making a kinder world.

Mayor Bailey presented Ms. Meier and her students with a Proclamation for Random Acts of Kindness Week for the City and thanked them for their presentation.

Mayor Bailey had the government students introduce themselves and welcomed them.

Committee Reports

Student Representative DesRochers updated members on the football team’s playoffs, the Quiz Bowl teams success, the National Honor Society food drive, Senior portfolios and the Junior Rotarians.

Councilperson Thomas reported the Personnel Committee met to review a Leave Time Policy for General Employees that would allow the donation of sick leave from one employee to another for extenuating circumstances.  Donation of time would be voluntary.

Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to adopt the General Employee Leave Time Policy for Donation of Paid Sick Time as presented.  Motion carried.

Department Report

Chief Lytle reported on the October activity and events of the Police Department.  Officers assisted MAGNET in the take down of a Meth Lab in the City and also assisted the Michigan Dept of Health in posting the house as condemned.  He informed members that he attended a Cyber Bullying and Sexting training and will be working with schools bullying group with the material.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to receive the Police Chief’s report.  Motion carried.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster updated members on the Wind Farm project and presented a draft report of the Water Reliability Study for review.  He informed members of a meeting being held to discuss major drain improvements planned by the County Drain Commissioner at an estimated cost of over $1M.  Manager Foster reported that the TIGER II grants were designated for rural areas and were awarded to projects in Ann Arbor and Pontiac.  He reviewed the Master Plan Adoption Process with Council.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Timmons to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Councilperson Timmons invited members to the citywide Tailgate Party downtown for the football team.

City Manager Foster informed members that the DPW offered a more economical way to repair the Historical Barn temporarily in lieu of demolition.

Councilperson Trexler asked that tax incentives or price lowering be considered on the Westwind lots which are for sale and suggested a meeting of the owners of the vacant store sites be held to discuss a plan to help filling them.

Claims, Accounts and Payroll

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, supported by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #36160-36206 and Payroll Checks #9080-9131 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







