
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

OCTOBER 4, 2011

7:00pm
The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Police Chief Steve Lytle.

Audience in attendance was Jim Gruesbeck, Ray Schoenborn, Tom & Theresa Richter, Charlie and Marlene Teegardin, Tami Brewer, Dustin George, Marcel Evitts and Aubrie Terwilliger.
Mayor Bailey added Item 8A Public Hearing on Alley Improvement Special Assessment Rolls and changed Item 8A and 8B to 8B and 8C respectively.  
Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Henderson to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held September 20, 2011.  Motion carried.
Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  
Dustin George introduced himself and informed members he was attending the meeting as part of completion of a badge in earning his Eagle Scout status.  Mayor Bailey welcomed him.

Committee Reports

Councilperson Timmons reported that IPC was ready for Octoberfest on Thursday.
Councilperson Trexler reported the Public Safety Committee met to discuss the short and long term staffing options for the Police Department and is having the City Manager review additional options for further discussion of the department’s future.  The Committee does recommend the appointment of officer Chad Chase as Lead Officer of the department on a temporary basis.

Moved by Trexler, second by Hollenbeck to appoint Chad Chase as Lead Officer on a temporary basis.  Motion carried.

Councilperson Trexler reported that the Cemetery and Parks Committee met to review the GAS lease agreement and McNabb Park plan use.  The committee discussed the non-payment for services by GAS and camp sites.  The Committee recommends the lease be reviewed and possibly revised to address the current payments and to look at the development of additional camp sites for fair and other event use.

Councilperson Timmons asked for an explanation of a payment review since they were only being billed the direct cost from the City for services rendered and there is a signed agreement as to the payment schedule already.  Manager Foster stated that they requested a review of the fees.   He also stated part of the discussion would be to look at the usage of the park from the Community’s perspective and see what the City could offer during other times of the year.
Mayor Bailey reported the Committee of the Whole met regarding the purchase of the Commercial Bank parking lot on the corner of Pine River and Center Street.  The Committee recommends purchasing the lot. 

Moved by Trexler, second by Timmons to authorize the City Manager to proceed with the purchase of the lot from Commercial Bank for the cost of $1.00.  Motion carried.

Department Reports

Police Chief Lytle reported on the September activity of the Police Department.  He reported that the grant application for the surveillance equipment through the Edward Byrne Grant was denied, with most of the recipients being narcotic teams.  He also reported that the School Resource Officer/Community Policing Officer grant application from the Department of Justice COPS Hiring Grant was denied, with most of the funds going to larger cities. Chief Lytle reported that arrests were made on the Movies & More and all of the churches break ins. 
Moved by Thomas, second by Timmons to receive the Police Chief’s report.  Motion carried.

Alley Improvements
Moved by Trexler, second by Henderson to open the Public Hearing on the Alley Improvement Special Assessment Rolls.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey opened the public hearing at 7:16pm.

Mayor Bailey stated the purpose of the public hearing was to confirm the Special Assessment Rolls for Alleys #1, #2, #4, #5, #6, #7 and #8 as presented.

Theresa Richter expressed concern on the foundation of the alley and paving on a pour foundation would be a waste of money if it would not hold up and inquired about additional drainage.

Mayor Bailey informed the audience that since the last public hearing, borings had been done and the alleys will hold the pavement as a result of those tests.  Manager Foster explained that additional compaction has occurred and the engineers are certain that by digging out and adding the appropriate material to the foundation prior to paving that it will be successful.  Mayor Bailey reiterated the engineers’ comments from the prior hearing regarding the drainage that it will be the same as before.  Councilperson Henderson added that the same grade must be installed so the problem doesn’t get moved down to the next property or block.

Charlie Teegardin stated that when the pulverization was done, they stopped at the sidewalk on his alley and wanted to know if that would remain.  Manager Foster replied it would be an apron to the street.

Ray Schoenborn stated he gets all of the drainage from the slope so he would appreciate if anything could be done to help prevent it.  Manager Foster has his property on the engineers list of review from the last hearing.
Tom Richter asked what the interest rate would be and how the payment schedule would work.  Manager Foster stated the interest rate would be 3%.  Treasurer Fandell explained the assessment payment process to the audience.

Mayor Bailey asked for additional comments.   None were given.

Moved by Henderson, second by Thomas to close the public hearing.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey closed the public hearing at 7:26pm.

Manager Foster requested award of the bid for the alley work. The company being recommended by Rowe Inc. Robbin Harsh Excavating for its bid and past experience.  

Moved by Trexler, second by Henderson to award the Alley Improvement bid work to Robbin Harsh Excavating for Option #1 in the amount of $54,264.00.  Motion carried.
Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to adopt Resolution 2011-20 Filing of Residential Alley Special Assessment Confirmation.  Motion carried all ayes.

Appointments and Ballots
Mayor Bailey stated interest was received from Ken Miller to serve on the Board of Review and recommends the appointment.

Moved by Henderson, second by Timmons to appoint Ken Miller to the Board of Review for the term ending June 30, 2014.  Motion carried.
Mayor Bailey presented the MML Liability and Property Pool ballot of candidates to members for approval. 

Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to cast the ballot for the MML Liability and Property Pool Board members as submitted by the Nominating Committee.  Motion carried.
Manager Report
Manager Foster updated members on the sidewalk lifting and replacement for the fall season, the DIG grant, Center Street lot property and Monosem expansion project.  He reported the train parking was a success and is talking with them about making Ithaca a destination site in the future.   He further reported that he and some Planning Commission members received site plan review training. 
Moved by Trexler, second by Timmons to receive the City Manager’s report.  

Councilperson Timmons inquired on the ad placed in the newspaper for a police clerk as her understanding from the committee meeting was that position was to be reassessed.  Manager Foster stated that due to timing he placed the ad in the event it was to be filled.  

Councilperson Schafer commented on the natural gas pricing comparison.  Manager Foster stated that was a follow up to Council’s request.  He is reviewing Border and Volunteer Energy but has not received any contracts as of yet.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business
Clerk-Treasurer Fandell requested Council set Halloween Trick-or-Treat hours.  
Moved by Trexler, second by Hollenbeck to set Trick-or-Treat hours on October 31, 2011 from 5:30-7:00pm.  Motion carried.

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell informed members of the Chamber Business After Hours Event to be held at Ithaca Chevrolet on Thursday from 5-7:00pm and gave notice of an upcoming workshop on Parliamentary Procedure and the Open Meetings Act being held here on October 25th at 9:00am.
City Manager Foster requested the meeting be set for the Chiefs and officers of the Fire and Rescue Departments for the week of October 17th.  Tuesday was suggested and all members should be welcomed to attend.
City Manager Foster stated he would be on the German Exchange trip from October 26th to November 3rd.

Councilperson Timmons asked that when the light poles are installed that there is a foundation but not post on the 200 Block of North Pine River and that it was on backorder at the time.  She suggested one be placed there due to the darkness.
Claims, Accounts and Payroll
Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #37321-37388 and Payroll Checks #10302-10312 as listed in the Check Register Book. 
Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None was given.
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
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