
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

OCTOBER 19, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Thomas opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons, Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, Student Representative Matt DesRochers and City Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell, Fire Chief David Nelson, Rescue Chief Jamie Gulick and DDA Director Becky Roslund.

Audience in attendance was Meghan Litwiller and Nou Hang.

Mayor Bailey reviewed correspondence received from the City of Alma thanking Ithaca for its collaboration during the City’s downtown fire.

Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Henderson to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held October 5, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None was given.

Committee Reports

Student Representative DesRochers reported on the homecoming festivities and the German Exchange students.  He also informed members of an issue with a change to the Class Ranking Policy which now includes ACT scores in addition to GPA.  The change is causing controversy from the students and parents as the advanced placement courses are not being considered in the formula and causing the rankings to change, points determine the Valedictorian and Salutatorian.  The school board is reviewing the policy.

Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the Fair Board met.

Department Reports

DDA Director Roslund presented a slide show of the events and activities during her tenure with the City.  Highlights were the Streetscape, Memory Park, Farmer’s Market, Meet the Merchants, website, sign and new constructions and demolition of buildings in the district.   She updated members on the upcoming activities and thanked them for her years with the City.

Mayor Bailey shared the Council’s appreciation and thanked her for her service and extra efforts to the position.  

Moved by Timmons, second by Hollenbeck to receive the DDA Director’s report.  Motion carried.  

Rescue Chief Gulick reported that the football injury training class was not unable to be scheduled due to the instructor’s schedule and will be held next July.  He reported that the department received an additional $200 from Gratiot Agricultural Society for its service during events.  Chief Gulick updated members on the repair to truck, the securing of the State license and that they passed the state inspection with flying colors.

Moved by Timmons, second by Trexler to receive the Rescue Chief’s report.  Motion carried.

Chief Nelson reported on the department’s quarterly activity.  A committee was formed to spec out the two trucks and he commended them on a good job.  He informed members that the 911 Authority technology committee has been meeting on the new radio technology guidelines.  Chief Nelson reported that he too, received a letter from the City of Alma.  He felt the collaboration went extremely well and the way that the departments worked together really show that our efforts are paying off.  There was overwhelming public support and the Alma Police Department’s crowd control was commendable.  Chief Nelson praised his department for their hard work and dedication.

Moved by Trexler, second by Thomas to receive the Fire Chief’s report.  Motion carried.

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell reported on the department’s activities, tax collections, June 2010 and current quarter financial statements.  She reviewed with members how the 2010 Census will affect revenue sharing and the City’s current year budget.  Clerk-Treasurer Fandell reported on the General Election status, the audit, and that she was elected to the Michigan Municipal Treasurers’ Association Board of Directors.

Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to receive the Clerk-Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried.

Ordinance

Mayor Bailey reviewed the proposed Ordinance amendment to Section 22-163.  Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments on the proposed change.  

Councilperson Henderson inquired if changes were made to the military section of the ordinance. Discussion held, decision to leave as current wording encumbers all authorized military organizations.

Mayor Bailey asked for additional comments.  None were given.

Moved by Trexler, second by Thomas, to adopt Ordinance 22-163 as amended Hunting and Discharge of Firearms.  Roll Call vote:

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays: (0) None

Absent: (0) None

Motion carried.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster updated members on the water reliability study, water tower, historical barn and fire hall maintenance, light poles, and the Consumers Energy Light audit.  He reviewed economic development projects, the Consumers Energy Utility Rebate Program workshop and the soccer field development.  Manager Foster informed that the water department is currently working with the DEQ on cross connections and back flow prevention on the City’s system.

Manager Foster informed members that the MMR is looking for training space for nights and weekends.  He recommended allowing the use of the basement training room to avoid losing revenue at the Community Center.  There would need to be some lock changes at City Hall.

Moved by Schafer, second by Hollenbeck to allow the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Mobile Medical Response for training facilities.  Motion carried.

Moved by Trexler, second by Thomas to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Councilperson Schafer stated the Library was donated a laptop from Crystal Microsystems.

City Manager Foster gave an update on the Wind Farm project and reminded members of the Legislative forum being held.

Councilperson Hollenbeck requested consideration of sending a Councilperson to the School Board meetings.

Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Thomas, supported by Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #36106-36159 and Payroll Checks #9034-9079 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  

Commissioner Dilts invited members to the Memorial Dedication for Howes Smith at Reed Park.

The meeting adjourned at 8:04pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







