
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

OCTOBER 5, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Hollenbeck opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons, Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, and City Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Police Chief Steve Lytle.

Absent was Councilperson John Thomas.
Audience in attendance was Bill Dilts, Wilbur Rykert, Nathan Bootz, Meghan Litwiller, Nou Hang and Cody Nevins.

Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held September 21, 2010.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey removed Item 7 from the Agenda as it was not in order for action to be taken.
Public Comment

Mayor Bailey welcomed the government class students and introduced Matt DesRochers, the City Council’s new Student Representative.  Ithaca School Superintendant Nathan Bootz introduced himself to the Council and shared his intentions of maintaining a strong school/city relationship and collaboration efforts, citing the success of one is dependent on the other.  He discussed the breakfast program and the audit count of students with members.
Committee Reports

Student Representative DesRochers reported on the spirit week and homecoming events and that the students from the German exchange would be visiting the next week.

Councilperson Timmons reported the Personnel Committee met to discuss the DDA Director position and the recommendation from the DDA Board to appoint the City Manager to that position.  The committee recommends the appointment, but with an annual review and the option for the Manager to hire an intern if needed.

Moved by Timmons, second by Trexler to appoint City Manager Chelsey Foster as the DDA Director with funds to come from the DDA budget and an annual review of the position.  

Mayor Bailey stated the focus of the position will be on economic development.  Councilpersons Hollenbeck and Schafer shared concerns on time consumption.   Motion carried.
Department Reports

Police Chief Lytle reported on the September activity for the department, citing 122 calls for service, 23 traffic stops and no parking tickets.  Chief Lytle updated members on the department’s TASER training, TIMS software and LEIN implementation.  He informed members that five FRS personal radios were received from Gratiot County Emergency Management Department and were distributed to the crossing guards and one in the patrol car to allow guards direct contact with the officer on duty while crossing.  
Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Henderson to receive the Chief of Police’s report.  Motion carried.  

Ordinances
City Manager Foster presented Ordinance 22-163 with a recommendation from the Planning Commission to amend the ordinance to include archery equipment.  
Moved by Timmons, second by Trexler to introduce the Code of Ordinance Section 22-163 as amended.  Motion Carried.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster reported that with the passing of the State budget, Revenue Sharing was held at last year’s rate and the USDA grant list was announced and neither the City’s fire truck or patrol car were on it.  He was informed that both applications are still active in the process pending additional funding for the grant program.  He informed members that additional financing options will be looked into as both vehicles are on order.
City Manager Foster updated members on the soccer grant, ribbon cuttings, planning commission, fire hall repair project and the Gratiot Chamber Industry Roundtable.  A copy of the ballot with the Emergency Services millage reviewed and the average cost to residents will be $50-$52 annually.  

Moved by Timmons, second by Hollenbeck to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell requested consideration of candidates for the MML Liability & Property Pool Board of Directors positions. 
Moved by Trexler, second by Schafer to approve the slate of candidates as presented for the MML Liability and Property Pool Board of Directors.  Motion carried.

Manager Foster requested the hours for Trick-Or-Treating be set.  

Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to set the Trick-Or-Treating hours for Saturday, October 30, 2010 from 5:30pm until 7:30pm.   Motion carried.

Councilperson Timmons informed members of the October Festival events.
Clerk-Treasurer Fandell informed members that Absentee ballots are going out and available to electors.

City Manager Foster discussed the request of members for electronic packets.

Councilperson Schafer reported the microfiche machine at the Library was able to be repaired at a cost of only $90.00, inquired on the status of tree at N Main Street and asked for an update on the tax tribunal cases.  Manager Foster updated members on the Wend-Tree case.

Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Trexler, supported by Schafer to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #36048-36105 and Payroll Checks #8966-9033 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.

The meeting adjourned at 7:47pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







