
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 21, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, and City Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster.
Absent was Councilperson L.D. Hollenbeck.

Audience in attendance was Ivan Wheeler, Wilbur Rykert, Tom Sparks, Don Schurr and Dave Freestone.
Moved by Timmons, second by Thomas to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held September 7, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None was given.
Committee Reports

Councilperson Thomas reported the DDA Board has met and has a proposal for the Personnel committee to review regarding the Director’s position.
Councilperson Schafer reported the Library Board met.  The energy audit showed needed repairs to the heating and cooling system of the building and lighting of the flag pole.  The microfiche machine is broke and the director is checking to see if repair versus replacement is an option.  The library received a grant for computers and software.
Public Hearing
Moved by Trexler, second by Schafer to open the Public Hearing on the Industrial Facility Tax Exemption application for C&S Steel LLC.  Motion carried.
Mayor Bailey opened the public hearing at 7:24pm.

Don Schurr of Greater Gratiot Development discussed the application request and equipment abatement amount.  Jim Hirschman of C&S Steel LLC, explained the usefulness and function of the new laser machinery which will allow the company to increase sales and production while retaining a welder and hiring two more employees in the production area.
Moved by Timmons, second by Henderson to close the public hearing.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey closed the public hearing at 7:27pm.

Moved by Trexler, second by Schafer to adopt Resolution 2010-30 Approving the Industrial Facility Tax Exemption application of C&S Steel LLC.   Roll Call vote:

Ayes:  (6)  Henderson, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays:  (0)  None

Absent: (1) Hollenbeck

Motion carried.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster updated members on the chip seal for streets and the fiber optic connection to the Fire Hall and Police department.  Manager Foster reported that Rowe Inc will be performing the water reliability study and the Planning Commission reviewed and is recommending amendments to the Hunting Ordinance and the Zoning Ordinance to prohibit any land uses that violate state, federal, or county laws.  Both recommendations are under legal review at this time.
Manager Foster reported the County has advertised for bids for the South Industrial Park signs with project completion slated for this fall.  He further reported that the Village of Lakeview hosted an exchange which nine Ithaca business owners participated in.  Discussion was held on the successful programs which Lakeview has implemented for downtown vitalization.  Manager Foster updated members on the MERS annual meeting.

Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Councilperson Timmons inquired on the status of the alley near Tom Richter’s home.  City Manager Foster stated it is being observed but the fix to it has not yet been determined.
Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Thomas, supported by Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #36002-36047 and Payroll Checks #8917-8965 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  

Tom Sparks, Dave Freestone and Ivan Wheeler expressed concerns on hunting within the city limits and its continuance.  Mayor Bailey and Manager Foster explained that the ordinance and permits are being enhanced for better control of who is hunting the property for property owner protection and safety of the city.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:39pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







