
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 14, 2011

6:300pm
The special meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 6:30pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Hollenbeck opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell.
Audience in attendance was Tom Richter, Adam Terwilliger, Marcel Evitts, Stan Martin, Dale Sherman, Sam & Joyce Palmer, Rick & Pam Koppleberger, Carole Hays, Beth Stephan, Dave & Deb Nelson, Elaine Thomas, Ken Miller, Thomas Vernon, Roger Lott, Perry & Cheryl Harkness, Cole Swan, Roger & Kristi Cook, Charlie & Marlene Teegardin and Ray & Lawanna Schoenbern.
Mayor Bailey welcomed the audience and reviewed the format for the evening agenda.
Public Hearing
Moved by Trexler, second by Thomas to open the Public Hearing on the Needs Assessment for Alley Improvements.  Motion carried.
Mayor Bailey opened the Public Hearing at 6:33pm.

City Manager Foster discussed the pulverization previously done on the alleys and the steps taken which have led to the proposed improvements.  He stated he received many requests for repairs, paving and drainage.  He explained that the estimates received for just doing drainage were almost the same as the paving costs.  Manager Foster introduced Engineer Steve Clark from Rowe Professional Services, stating he would field construction questions from the audience.

Manager Foster informed the audience that each alley would be addressed individually and all comments recorded.

	Resident Name(s)
	Address
	Support
	Oppose
	Comments

	Alley #1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ken Miller
	430 N Maple
	√
	 
	Will enhance property value, but expense

	 
	 
	 
	 
	should be spread to all residents of the city

	 
	 
	 
	 
	and alley should be treated like a street.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Gary & Sally Churchill
	 414 N Maple
	√
	 
	Want the paving done.  If raised 2" will 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	cause more water because their drive and

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Mrs. Berryo’s is lower.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dr. Kathryn Berryo
	415 N Pine River
	√
	 
	In support if no additional water run off 

	(written)
	 
	 
	 
	occurs. If drainage is addressed then okay

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Current water runs to her backyard.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Steve Radak
	 421 N Pine River
	√
	 
	Drainage will need to be looked at prior to

	(verbal to City Clerkl)
	 
	 
	 
	paving, perhaps a v versus a crown so the

	 
	 
	 
	 
	water will run off to side

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Engineer Steve Clark response to drainage question:  The project will grade and pave the alleys to the same

	condition as before; therefore drainage should also be the same.  Mayor Bailey stated it wouldn't necessarily

	improve the condition but the engineers will take another look at it.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alley #2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tom Richter
	325 N Pine River
	√
	 
	Concern about just paving over the top of 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	the clay base that is there now and the 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	large rocks that are surfacing. Supports it.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Engineer Steve Clark response to question:  This alley will receive an additional 2" of gravel and the large

stones removed through grading to obtain a good 6" base.



	Adam Terwillger 
	121 W. Arcada
	√
	 
	Support the paving as this is the main 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	access to their property

	Marcel Evitts
	303  Pine River
	√
	 
	In support of paving but has some drainage

	 
	 
	 
	 
	concerns if it raises higher.

	Resident Name(s)
	Address
	Support
	Oppose
	Comments

	Alley #3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Michael Daggitt
	219 N Maple
	 
	√
	Happy with current alley condition. No to 

	(written)
	 
	 
	 
	paving.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Stan Martin on behalf
	218 W Emerson
	√
	√
	If 2" pavement is put in, it will cause her 

	of Ann Peet (mother)
	 
	 
	 
	drive to be lower.  Will only support if her

	 
	 
	 
	 
	drive is addressed.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Engineer Steve Clark response to question:  They will look at current drive and if possible to maintain

 6" base, it could possibly be graded down, otherwise it would be higher.  

 

 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alley #4
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Charlie & Marlene
	225 N Pine River
	√
	 
	If the alley is raised 2" the water run off 

	Teegardin
	 
	 
	 
	would go into his drive and garage.  They 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	support if the numbers are reasonable

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Engineer Steve Clark response to question:  They water that runs off the crown should be minimal and 

dependent on the slope of the alley.  Should drain the same as before the pulverization.

  

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ray & Lawanna Schoeborn 
	215 N Pine River
	√
	 
	Fully support paving.  Currently when it 

	
	 
	 
	 
	rains the gravel runs into his drive and 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	makes a mess.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alley #5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Roger & Kristi Cook
	218 N Pine River
	√
	 
	Support. Alley was totally impassible and

	 
	 
	 
	 
	current condition is either mud or dust.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cole Swan
	208 N Pine River
	√
	 
	In favor of paving.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alley #6
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Rick & Pam 
	219 E Emerson
	√
	√
	They are on the fence and either way is ok but

	   Koppleberger
	 
	 
	 
	if no big support then they vote no.  Questions

	 
	 
	 
	 
	what would happen with the alley if nothing 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	is done and can the cost share be City 75/25%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	City Manager Foster answered that it shouldn't be as bad, but there is no guarantee it will get better.  The City

 will share the cost 50/50 with the residents.

  

	Ken Miller asked if the City will plow the alleys if paved.  City Manager Foster said it will if currently plowed.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dave & Deb Nelson
	224 N Main
	√
	 
	Support the paving. Understand that for some

	 
	 
	Ok either way

 
	this is their driveway, but the cost is marginal.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Could you drain instead of pave?

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Engineer Steve Clark response to question:  Explained effect if the gravel mix with water is not compacted well

 Alley may be fine but could remain in the same condition. If questionable, paving is the way to go because it

 seals it.  The cost to put in drainage was almost the same as paving.

 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alan Schaffer
	204 N Main
	√
	 
	Paving would be the best for their alley.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alley #7
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Larry Trexler
	Maple Street 
	√
	 
	Supports paving.  No others were in attendance

	 
	 
	 
	 
	but knows 6 or 7 units on the first block of 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Maple have no other access to the their homes

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alley #8
	 
	 
	 
	 

	No Comments
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Resident Name(s)
	Address
	Support
	Oppose
	Comments

	Alley #9
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Thomas Vernon
	119 E Gwinner
	 
	√
	Alley is in good shape and does not need it.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Roger Lott
	624 E Center 
	 
	√
	Alley is in good shape with no pot holes

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Bill Caldwell
	125 S Gwinner
	 
	√
	Doesn't use the alley and would rather it be 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	turned back to lawn.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alley #10
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dale Sherman
	217 E South
	 
	√
	Alley is better now then it has been in a long 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	time.  It is in good shape but will agree with 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	neighbors, prefer no.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Elaine Thomas
	228 S Main
	 
	√
	Alley is fine, oppose paving.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sam & Joyce Palmer
	116 E Newark
	 
	√
	Alley is in good shape but has a problem with 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	the catch basin

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alley #11
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Marilee Mouser
	217 E. South
	√
	 
	Wants the paving work done.

	(phone call to City Hall)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Betty Boag
	227 S Main
	 
	√
	Does not use it a lot, but the alley is higher than

	 
	 
	 
	 
	her yard so more will cause more water and 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	she already gets a pond.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Brad Thum
	Presbyterian
	 
	√
	Concern is the cost and Betty's problem is 

	 
	Church
	 
	 
	probably caused some from the eaves on the

	 
	 
	 
	 
	church (they are working to fix that). Church is

	 
	 
	 
	 
	okay with the way it is but will go with the 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	neighbors.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alley #12
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Petition Received in Opposition
	 
	 
	 
	Majority on the alley do not want to incur the 

	Ben & Jenny Cooley
	315 S Main
	 
	√
	cost of the reconstruction, paving may increase

	Chad & Jill Shaw
	212 E South 
	 
	√
	the traffic which they have tried to decrease by

	Perry & Cheryl    Harkness 
	323 S Main
	 
	√
	putting up a dead end sign, proposed alley is the

	   
	 
	 
	 
	only dead end alley in the project and is mainly

	Carl Wymer
	304 S Jeffery
	 
	√
	used for one residential driveway because there

	Tonya Smith
	S Jeffery
	 
	√
	is no other access.

	Elizabeth Stephan
	310 S Jeffery
	 
	√
	Attended meeting and asked to be added to 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	petition as she wasn't home to sign.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Berm is too high and causes flooding

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mayor Bailey response to berm/drainage:  That part of town has very few storm drains and that is a future

project the Council will be addressing.

  


Stan Martin asked if seal coat would work.  Steve Clark answered that seal coating last about seven years whereas paving will last eighteen to twenty years. 
Manager Foster informed residents of the remaining process pending the Council’s decision to proceed or not with the projects.

Moved by Henderson, second by Timmons to close the Public Hearing. Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey closed the Public Hearing at 7:28pm

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.
The meeting adjourned at 7:30pm.
_


________________







Barbara Fandell, Clerk-Treasurer


George H. Bailey, Mayor






