
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

August 17, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler. Absent was Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster and Deputy Clerk Cathy Cameron.
Audience in attendance was Bill Dilts, Dave Nelson, Jack Martin, Wilbur Rykert, and Curtis Wildfong.
Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held August 3, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None was given.
Committee Reports

Councilperson Thomas reported that the 911 Central Dispatch Proposal passed at the August 3, 2010 election.

Councilperson Trexler reported the Parks and Cemetery met with the G.A.S. board to discuss the new lease agreement.  This lease agreement signed by the G.A.S. board shall commence from this day forward and expire on December 31, 2011. The Committee recommends Council approval of the new lease agreement.

Councilperson Timmons inquired about the changes that were made from the initial draft.  City Manager Foster stated that the per event fee structure was removed based on the fact that pricing had already been established for this year. At this time any services provide by the City of Ithaca to maintain the fairgrounds will be billed to G.A.S. accordingly.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to approve the lease agreement with the Gratiot Agricultural Society. Motion carried.

Councilperson Trexler reported that the fence on the east side on the fairgrounds south of the historical barn has fallen down and needs to be replaced. The G.A.S. Board has offered to provide the labor if the City will provide the materials at a cost of approximately $1,000 to replace the fence.  
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve $1,000 in materials for the replacement of the fence at McNabb Park. Motion carried.
Councilperson Trexler reported that the Committee recommends revising Section 24-44 of the City Ordinance to allow vendor sales within the city parks by permit with permission from the City Manager prior to the event.  
 Public Hearing:
Moved by Councilperson Henderson, second by Councilperson Schafer to open the public hearing to receive public comment on the USDA Rural Development Grant/Loan Applications for a new Class A Fire Pumper and a new Police Vehicle. Motion Carried.
Mayor Bailey opened the public hearing at 7:15 p.m.

City Manager Foster stated the City has received notification of a proposed loan for $110,000 with a $78,000 grant for a fire pumper truck and $8,000 grant for a police car.  
Members discussed equipment needs and conditions and Councilperson Schafer commented that without the Federal assistance this purchase would not be possible.  
Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Henderson to close the public hearing. Motion Carried.
Mayor Bailey closed the public hearing at 7:28 p.m.

II

Moved by Councilperson Timmons, second by Councilperson Trexler to authorize the City Manager to submit final applications for the fire pumper truck (26-603) and the police car (26-603) to USDA Rural Development. Motion carried.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster updated members on the infrastructure projects, grant statuses, energy audits, Medical marijuana potential regulation, lease with G.A.S. and potential dog park.
City Manager Foster requested a meeting with the Water/Sewer committee to discuss water tower and lagoon maintenance. 
Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to receive the City Manager’s report.   Motion carried.

Old and New Business

City Manger Foster stated that the Planning Commission met to discuss the Medical Marijuana regulation and is recommending that the City implement a 180-day moratorium on any Medical Marijuana facilities to allow adequate time to study this issue.  
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to declare an emergency regarding regulation of Medical Marijuana facilities within the City of Ithaca. Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays:  (0) None

Absent: (0) None

Motion Carried.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to adopt Resolution 2010-29 establishing a maximum 180-day moratorium on any Medical Marijuana facility locations within the City of Ithaca to allow time for the Planning Commission and City Council to draft and adopt an appropriate ordinance.  Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays:  (0) None

Absent: (0) None

Motion Carried.

Councilperson Thomas stated that he has compiled the evaluations for the City Manager and requests a meeting of the Personnel Committee to complete the performance review. 
Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, supported by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35877-35928 and Payroll Checks #8828-8868 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.

Commissioner Dilts reported that the County Commissioners had met earlier in the evening regarding their budget and that progress is being made toward closing the deficit.

Commissioner Dilts informed Council that the Wilcox Nonprofit Center in Alma is accepting donations of school supplies and clothing for those families in need. 

City Manager Foster informed everyone about the Air Open House at the Airport in Alma this weekend.
The meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m.
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