
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

August 3, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Thomas opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Police Chief Steve Lytle.
Audience in attendance was Commissioner Bill Dilts, Charlie Teegardin, Tom and Theresa Richter, Marcel & Pat Evitts, Aubrey Terwilliger and Don Schurr.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Henderson to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held July 20, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  

Tom Richter asked if the work on the alleys was complete as the condition of his after the pulverizing was already breaking down and eroding.  City Manager Foster stated there were no further plans, however this was the first time using this process and are receiving varying comments from residents.  The City will evaluate each alley individually as time goes on.  Charlie Teegardin said his alley was much better, but agreed Tom’s was not holding as well and may be due to the clay base and short of paving it may not get better.  Mr. Teegardin commented that funds are an issue for projects like this for the City and other communities are doing the same process to streets.  Mayor Bailey explained the intent of the project, but it is a work in progress.
Mr. Richter thanked the Council and Manager for the opportunity and caring about the community.
Committee Reports

Councilperson Schafer reported the Library Board met and reviewed and revised policies and bylaws of the Library, new board member Heather Kesselring-Quakenbush was in attendance, the fiber optic and circulation software are in operation and the Board request to receive financial statements monthly versus quarterly due to reduced penal fines and revenues.  
Department Reports

Police Chief Lytle reported on the July activity of the department.  Chief Lytle updated members on the Homeland Security Grant, patrol car USDA grant and the TASER training status.  
Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Thomas to receive the Chief of Police’s report.  Motion carried.  

Resolutions

City Manager Foster presented Resolution 2010-26 for renewal of the Emergency Services Millage.  If adopted, the millage renewal proposition would be placed on the November 2, 2010 General Election ballot.  The first year would raise $106,473.00.
Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Schafer to adopt Resolution 2010-26 Emergency Service Renewal Millage Proposition.  Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays:  (0) None

Absent: (0) None

Motion Carried.

City Manager Foster presented Resolution 2010-27 which would offer support to the County in levying millage for Economic and Agricultural Development activities in the County in accordance with Public Act 88.  The levied millage would support these activities through the funding of Greater Gratiot Development and MSU Extension’s 4-H program or other means.  The millage would be a one-time levy and be reviewed annually.
Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Schafer to adopt Resolution 2010-27 Support for Economic and Agricultural Development Activities.

Councilperson Hollenbeck stated the services were essential, but the residents should have the right to vote the millage and not just have it assessed to them.    Motion carried.

City Manager Foster introduced Resolution 2010-28 supporting the development of the Mid Michigan Community Trail which is a biking/walking trail along the Old Us-27 Corridor which would intersect Ithaca, Alma, St. Louis, Shepherd, Mt. Pleasant and Clare.  The cost of the project is $28 million with no local match to the grant and should be considered due to the three county collaboration.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Schafer to adopt Resolution 2010-28 Support for Development of Mid Michigan Community Trail.  Motion carried.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster updated members on the infrastructure projects, grant statuses and new opportunities, Energy audits, fiber optic installation, soccer field topography survey and Medical marijuana potential regulation.   He informed members that he would like a review of the City Charter’s Hazard/Nuisance issues.  Manager Foster requested a public hearing be set for the USDA Rural Development Grant/Loan Application for the police car and fire truck.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to set a public hearing to receive comment on the USDA Rural Development Grant/Loan Applications for the police car and fire truck for August 17, 2010 at 7:15pm.  Motion carried.

Councilperson Timmons left the meeting at 7:50pm.

Manager Foster requested the approval to enter into a contract with IT Right for computer and tech issues due to the amount of staff time being used for troubleshooting.

Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Trexler to enter into a contract with IT Right at a cost of $2,500 and authorize the City Manager to sign the contract.  Motion carried.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Henderson to receive the City Manager’s report.   Motion carried.
Old and New Business

There was no Old Business.  There was no New Business.
Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, supported by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35814-35876 and Payroll Checks #8784-8827 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.

Commissioner Dilts thanked the Council for its support of PA88 and commended the collaboration of the entire county.
Don Schurr stated he was working with Clare and Isabella counties on collaborating outreach services.  The EPA wants to see collaboration across counties for its programs.

The meeting adjourned at 8:07pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







