
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JULY 20, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tem Thomas at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor Pro-Tem John Thomas and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell, DDA Director Becky Roslund, Fire Chief Dave Nelson and Assistant Rescue Chief Andy Cameron.
Absent was Mayor George Bailey.

Audience in attendance was Wilbur Rykert.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held July 6, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Pro-Tem Thomas asked to receive public comments.  None were given.
Committee Reports

Councilperson Trexler reported the Public Safety Committee met to review the bids on the Fire Tanker truck and to discuss the operating procedures and policies of the fire and rescue departments as well as officer appointments for the current year.  The committee recommends current appointments to remain in place for the current fiscal year and to accept the bid from FrontLine for an International chassis at $208,412.00.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to keep the current officers appointed to the Fire and Rescue Departments in place for the current fiscal year.  Motion carried.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to accept the bid from Frontline for a tanker truck and equipment at a cost of $208,412.00.  Motion carried.

Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the Fair Board met and the lease agreement was tabled until the meeting after the fair.

Department Reports

Assistant Rescue Chief Cameron reported on the quarter activity for the Rescue department. He reported the department is covering the lawn mower races and working to become more visible in the community through events and reviewed its monthly training program. 

Fire Chief Nelson reported on the Fire department’s quarter activity, reviewed the two trucks and the 911 millage proposal.  He informed members of Randy Ester reaching 25 years of service with the department.

Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Timmons to receive the Fire and Rescue reports.  Motion carried.
DDA Director Roslund reviewed the new marketing book for Ithaca which will be distributed through town and at MDOT welcome centers.  She informed members that the speaker system is working properly and the DDA is working with the merchants electronic marketing and the farmer’s market is operating.  Director Roslund updated members on new businesses in the city.

Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to receive the DDA Director’s report.  Motion carried.

MERS Annual Meeting

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell requested the Council appoint the Officer Delegate and Officer Alternate to the MERS Annual Meeting to be held September 15-17, 2010.  

Moved by Councilperson Henderson, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to appoint Chelsey Foster as the Officer Delegate and Barbara Fandell as the Officer Alternate to the MERS Annual meeting.  Motion carried.
Zoning Plan
City Manager Foster reviewed a Zoning Plan, which is required by State law to accompany a Master Plan and ties it to the City’s Zoning Ordinances.  The plan introduced will tie the City’s Zoning Ordinances to the GREAT Plan and is the recommendation of the Planning Commission for adoption.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Henderson to adopt the City of Ithaca Zoning Plan.  Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Timmons, Trexler , Thomas

Nays:  (0) None

Absent: (0) Bailey
Motion Carried
City Manager Report

City Manager Foster reported that the State has placed the City on the low-moderate income status as a result of the surveys.  The change of status will allow project qualifications for additional grant dollars and make the RLF funds more flexible for use.  He informed members a grant application will be submitted to Consumers Energy for a tree grant and gave an alley and sidewalk repair update.  Manager Foster reported the Planning Commission will be reviewing the National Flood Insurance Program and Medical Marijuana zoning issues and the energy audits began with the mini-grants for businesses to begin soon.  He further reported that Monosem Inc has expanded its parking lot and hooked into the detention pond.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.
Old and New Business

City Manager Foster reviewed the ten-year capital improvement plan and financials of the Airport Authority; noting that $30,000 was the match for nearly $5,000,000 in federal transportation entitlements.
Clerk Fandell reported that Election Inspectors were going through training as required by law.
Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, supported by Councilperson Schafer to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35763-35813 and Payroll Checks #8739-8793 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Pro-Tem Thomas asked to receive Public Comments. None were given.
The meeting adjourned at 7:58pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

John Thomas, Mayor Pro-Tem






