
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JULY 19, 2011

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Pro-tem Thomas at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Hollenbeck opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor Pro-tem John Thomas and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Police Chief Steve Lytle, Building Inspector Dale Sherman and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell.
Absent were Mayor George Bailey and Councilperson Alice Schafer.
Audience in attendance was Dilyn Schooley, Kris Schrems and Jim Gruesbeck.
Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held July 5, 2011.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Pro-tem Thomas asked to receive public comments.  
Dilyn Schooley introduced himself as a member of Boy Scout Troop 631 of Ithaca and informed members that he was looking for a project to complete his Eagle Scout status.  Mayor Pro-Tem Thomas asked him to work with Councilperson Hollenbeck and City Manager Foster on finding a qualifying project and thanked him for coming.

Committee Reports

Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the Fair Board met.  Manager Foster informed members that the Board is not paying the City for work that has been invoiced according to the contract; and have requested a meeting to discuss the billing.  Discussion on the terms of the contract.  The Council directed Manager Foster to meet with the Board. 
Department Report
Chief David Nelson reported on the quarter activity of the Fire Department.  He informed members that the new trucks are working out well and the firefighters are working on getting the required driving hours in.  He also informed members that the old trucks are receiving some interest since being parked out at Johnson’s Napa.  
Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Henderson to receive Chief Nelson’s report.  Motion carried.

Mayor Pro-tem Thomas stated Chief Jamie Gulick was not able to attend the meeting due to a coaching commitment and referenced his written report.
Moved by Trexler, second by Timmons to receive the written report of Chief Gulick.  Councilperson Timmons requested an update on the Sports Program.  Motion carried.

Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell reported on the quarterly finance and investment reports.  Financial reports for June were pre-audit figures and subject to change.  She informed members that the State Treasury just released guidelines for the Governor’s Dashboard.
Moved by Trexler, second by Timmons to receive the Clerk-Treasurer’s report.  Motion Carried. 
City Manager Report

City Manager Foster reported that a MSHDA site visit for the downtown apartment projects have been scheduled for July 25th and the first grant application is expected in early August.  He stated the first payment application for the CDBG grant for 145 E Center has been submitted and covers the materials on site and most of the masonry work.  Manager Foster updated members on the status of The Keg after its fire last week.  
Manager Foster reported he met with Rowe Inc on the alley rehabilitation to devise a strategy proposal for their repair.  The strategy includes the input received on the alley citizen surveys.  He stated the DPW is inventorying the sidewalks and the dog park material is in and ready to be installed once volunteers are reorganized.   He updated members on the repeal of PA88.  Manager Foster was contacted by the Michigan Steam Railroad Institute about using Woodland Park as a departure location for an October 1st color tour steam engine excursion to Cadillac.  The train’s capacity is 500 and is expected to be filled.  He is working to resolve parking issues so that the departure can happen in Ithaca.
Manager Foster asked for permission to attend the ICMA conference in Milwaukee, WI in September.  The conference offers discounts for first-time attendees and he can stay within the budget approved.  

Moved by Timmons, second by Hollenbeck to approve the City Manager to attend the ICMA conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in September.  Motion carried.

Moved by Trexler, second by Timmons to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business
City Manager Foster and Clerk-Treasurer Fandell gave a review of the Audit proposals received and the process used to narrow the top three firms.  The staff recommends, based on proposal requests, price, references and locality, the firms of Roslund Prestage and Company, Gabridge and Company and Yeo & Yeo Inc.  Council discussion on proposal review and firms.

Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to retain Roslund, Prestage and Company as the audit firm for three years.  Mayor Pro-Tem Thomas commended Manager Foster and Treasurer Fandell on their report and research.  Motion carried.

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell presented the list of applicants interested in serving on the various City Boards and Commissions.  She reported that if all are appointed, there will still be a vacancy on the Planning Commission and one on the Board of Review.
Moved by Timmons, second by Henderson to appoint Mark Barrows, Doug Wright and Jerry Timmons to the Planning Commission for 3-year terms ending 6/30/2014; Steve Bakker, Dave Weber, Janet Strong and Jim Wideman to the Downtown Development Authority for 3-year terms ending 6/30/2014; Patrice Hornak to the Library Board for a 5-year term ending 6/30/2016; Dave Nelson to the Greater Gratiot Development Board for a 1-year term ending 6/30/2012.  Motion carried. 
Claims, Accounts and Payroll
Moved by Trexler, supported by Timmons to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #37066-37107, Grant Program Fund Check #1001 and Payroll Checks #10058-10100 as listed in the Check Register Book.    Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Pro-tem Thomas asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.
The meeting adjourned at 7:34pm.
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Barbara Fandell, Clerk-Treasurer


John C. Thomas, Mayor Pro-Tem






