
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 21, 2011

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Mayor Bailey opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell.
Audience in attendance was Jerry Timmons.
Mayor Bailey added item 6B to the agenda; Resolution 2011-18 and changed item 6 to 6A.  Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to amend the agenda for items 6A and 6B Resolution 2011-18.

Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held June 7, 2011.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None were given.
Committee Reports

Councilperson Timmons reported that the Ithaca Promotional Committee met and gave an update on the Fun Fest activity and events schedule.  Additions to this year are a 3-on-3 Basketball tournament and the Band Boosters will not be doing the pancake breakfast so they are looking for a replacement.
Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the Fair Board met and the fair is this week.  
Councilperson Thomas reported the Ways and Means committee met to discuss the building loan agreement with Stonehouse Enterprises and reviewed the tax tribunal filings.  The committee has no recommendations at this time.
Councilperson Trexler reported the Public Safety committee met to discuss joint highway runs for the fire and rescue, fire bylaws and future plans for both departments.  The committee recommends the fire truck be used on all calls on the highway for traffic control.  The committee recommends a joint meeting of the Fire and Rescue Department officers and updating the Fire bylaws.
Councilperson Schafer reported the Library Board met and reviewed and approved the budget amendments as recommended by the Director and City Treasurer.  She reported that Member Raducha will be leaving at the end of her term so a replacement will be needed.  The board discussed selling the old computer equipment and will be closed on Saturdays from Memorial Day through Labor Day.

Resolutions
City Manager Foster presented Resolution 2011-17 which if approved supports the Community Access Preservation Act (CAP Act).  There is current legislation that will strengthen the funding for community programming and will give the Consortium more control over how spending of the funds is allocated. 
Moved by Trexler, second by Schafer to adopt Resolution 2011-17 Support of the Community Access Preservation Act.  
Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Timmons, Trexler, Thomas, Bailey
Nays: (0) None

Absent: (0) 

Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey presented Resolution 2011-18 recognizing Jerry Timmons for his years of service to the City of Ithaca. 
Moved by Thomas, second by Henderson to adopt Resolution 2011-18 Recognition of Jerry Timmons.  Motion Carried.
Mayor Bailey presented and read aloud, the Resolution to Officer Jerry Timmons.
Budget Amendments

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell reviewed the 2010-2011 proposed budget amendments with members.  
Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to approve the 2010-2011 Budget Amendments as presented. 

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Timmons, Trexler, Thomas, Bailey

Nays: (0) None

Absent: (0) 

Motion carried

City Manager Report

Manager Foster reported that notice was received from the USDA that funds are reserved for the City for a new patrol car.  Chief Lytle is getting specifications on both an Impala and Caprice.  He gave an update on the Kernen building rehabilitation and Consumers Energy issue with the downtown street lighting and the well house repair.  Manager Foster reported that an evaluation of Woodland Park showed the need for playground equipment repairs and the playscape needs re-staining and additional mulch.  He informed members that the Mason tour for the downtown apartment projects went well and there is interest in pursuing it further.
Moved by Trexler, second by Hollenbeck to receive the City Manager’s report.  

Councilperson Timmons asked for an update on the lagoon treatment and inquired on handicap parking on streets and relocating the trash barrels in the mall.  Manager Foster reported the lagoon samples are good and shows activity that treatment is working.  He stated the parallel parking in the streets does not allow the room for handicap spaces, however there are handicap spaces near the areas discussed.         Motion carried.

Old and New Business
Councilperson Schafer stated the School Board meeting is next week and the proposed budget will use $500,000 of the school’s fund balance, still leaving it with 10%, however all programs were kept in tack.  The bond work bids are coming in lower than estimated and this will open more funds for additional work in the high school.
Manager Foster presented a contract for assessing services with BS&A to retain Edie Hunter as the assessor and lock in the rate for three years.  
Moved by Trexler, second by Thomas to approve the Assessing Service contract with BS&A Software for three years at a rate of $540.00 per week.  Motion carried.

City Manager Foster presented an amendment to the AT&T Tower Lease Agreement for the East Water Tower.  The information is a follow up to the Water/Sewer committee meeting and the rate would increase by $300 per month with an additional 3% increase annually.

Councilperson Timmons noted the amendment is with New Cingular Wireless PCS the new division of AT&T.  She inquired if it can be an amendment or if a new agreement needs to be drawn.  A discussion of additional equipment was held.

Councilperson Henderson noted the 911 Service section which lets them add and modify equipment without going through the City; concern for disrupting the frequency if they do not.
Councilperson Trexler noted the attachment for the 20x12 space was not included and inquired what would be located in the space.

Moved by Timmons, second by Henderson to approve the AT&T Mobility Lease Agreement amendment with corrections as noted and direct the City Manager to negotiate the corrections.  Motion carried.
Claims, Accounts and Payroll
Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #36960-37009 and Payroll Checks #9949-9999 as listed in the Check Register Book.    Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.
The meeting adjourned at 8:02pm.
_


________________







Barbara Fandell, Clerk-Treasurer


George H. Bailey, Mayor






