
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 15, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Thomas opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell.

Absent was and Student Representative Charlie Stack.

Audience in attendance was Michael MacDonald.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Henderson to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held June 1, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None were given.

Committee Reports
Councilperson Thomas reported the Personnel Committee met to discuss wages for non-union staff in regards to the 2010-11 fiscal year budget.  Committee recommends increases as in line with the budget projected for the 2010-11 budget year.
Councilperson Schafer reported the Library Board met.  It reviewed letters of interest from residents seeking appointment to the Board, the circulation system has been purchased and information will be transferred in the coming weeks.
Resolutions

City Manager Foster introduced Resolution 2010-22 which if adopted would amend the traffic and vehicle section to incorporate the Uniform Traffic Code amendments and revisions when they become approved and effective in the State.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Schafer to adopt Resolution 2010-22 Amending the Code of Ordinances Section 36-2 with an effective date on July 5, 2010.  

Roll Call Vote

Ayes:  (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays:  (0) None

Absent: (0) None

Motion carried.

City Manager Foster introduced Resolution 2010-23 which if adopted would amend the traffic and vehicle section of the Code of Ordinances by revising the penalties for traffic and vehicle parking offenses.  

Moved by Councilperson Henderson, second by Councilperson Timmons to adopt Resolution 2010-23 Amending the Code of Ordinances Section 36-59 with an effective date on July 5, 2010.  

Roll Call Vote

Ayes:  (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays:  (0) None

Absent: (0) None

Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey introduced Resolution 2010-24 honoring retiring employee Larry Stoner for his years of service to the City.  

Moved by Councilperson Henderson, second by Councilperson Schafer to adopt Resolution 2010-24 Recognition of Lawrence Stoner and well wishes on his retirement.  Motion carried.

II

Budget Adoption

City Manager Foster presented the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year Budget for adoption.  Two changes have been incorporated since the public hearing.  The police car budgeted in the current year is to be amended out and placed in the 2010-11 budget as are the window replacements for the fire hall.  Clerk-Treasurer Fandell stated it would add $34,625 to the General Fund budget.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to adopt the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year Budget as presented with an increase to General Fund of $34,625 for the police car and fire hall windows.  Motion carried.

City Manager Report
City Manager Foster updated members on the USDA Rural Development grant status for the pumper truck, confirming that pre-payment of the chassis will be included as long as the City passes a reimbursement resolution.  He informed members of the MDOT upgrades being done to the traffic lights at the corner of Center Street and South Main.  
Manager Foster received a proposal from Rowe Inc. to perform the soccer field topographical survey for a cost of $3,500.  The cost will be covered with the grant received from the Gratiot County Community Foundation for the soccer field complex project.

Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve the proposal from Rowe Inc. to perform a topographical survey for the McNabb Park soccer field project at a cost of $3,500.  Motion carried.

Manager Foster informed members that Spicer Group will attend a meeting to present the FEMA Flood Plan findings, the new banners are being put up, updates on sidewalk and alley projects, and of two tax tribunal cases that are significant and will require the use of an attorney.  Attorney Arnold recommended using Robert Huber.  
Councilperson Hollenbeck inquired if the one-way street by North Elementary School could be changed while school is not in session.  Discussion held, no action taken.  City Manger Foster will discuss with Chief Lytle.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Henderson to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Mayor Bailey reviewed the names submitted for appointments to the City boards and commissions.  Councilperson Schafer stated the Library Board recommends Heather Kesslering-Quackenbush for its open position.

Moved by Councilperson Henderson, second by Councilperson Timmons to appoint Neville Pitcher, John Wilson and James Gruesbeck to the Planning Commission for a 3-year term; Carl Rummer and Kevin Collison to the Downtown Development Authority for a 3-year term; Mark Barrows to the Board of Review for a 3-year term; Heather Kesslering-Quackenbush to the Library Board for a 5-year term; and David Nelson to the Greater Gratiot Development Board for a 1-year term.  Motion carried.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Timmons to accept the resignation of Scott Johnson from the Board of Review and appoint Wendy Lombard to complete his term.   Motion carried.
City Manager Foster informed members that the MAC TV will hold an open house for the rebranding of the name from MAC 3TV to MAC TV due to the move of the PEG Channels.  A meeting was held on the flower project, the cost, future plans, etc.  

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell presented and reviewed the 2009-2010 Fiscal Year budget amendments and requested approval.   

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to approve the 2009-2010 fiscal year budget amendments.  Motion carried.

City Manager Foster invited members to join him and staff at the Michigan Association of Municipal Cemeteries conference in Frankenmuth as Will DeVuyst had been chosen the MAMC Cemeterian of the Year and would be receiving his award.

Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, supported by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35618-35693 and Payroll Checks #8547-8660 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







