
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 1, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Police Chief Steve Lytle.

Absent were City Manager Chelsey Foster and Student Representative Charlie Stack.

Audience in attendance was Commissioner Bill Dilts and Michael MacDonald.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Henderson to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held May 18, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  

Gratiot County Commissioner Bill Dilts asked members for questions or concerns.  Councilperson Thomas inquired as to if the County had plans for the addition of campsites to either of the county parks.  Commissioner Dilts stated it is in the original plans for the Reed Park development; however there is no plan to proceed with that phase at this time.

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell inquired on the status of the City’s request for the sign at the South Industrial Park.  Commissioner Dilts stated the request is still at the committee level and will be discussed at the meeting held the third week of June.  The request is reasonable, however funding is an issue.

Committee Reports

Councilperson Thomas updated members on the status of the DPW Union contract.

Mayor Bailey reported the Committee of the Whole met to review the 2010-11 Fiscal Year budget and recommended the Personnel Committee meet to review non-union employee wages.  

Department Reports

Police Chief Lytle reported on the May activity for the department, citing 106 complaints, 20 traffic stops and 4 arrests.  Mileage on the cars is reduced due to more foot and bike patrol.  The Department covered the Memorial Day parade and ceremonies.  Chief Lytle reported the department hosted the LEIN training that was open to officers in Michigan.  This was a required program for all officers as part of the CORE Talon project; forty-seven were in attendance.  Chief Lytle further reported he attended the Great Lakes Homeland Security conference with a focus on school shootings and bullying being an underlying cause.  He is working with the High School, Charlie Stack’s task force and the suicide watch group to build an alliance for the community youth.  Discussion held on bullying in the schools, current legislation and the collaborative efforts of the department, school and private groups.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to receive the Chief of Police’s report.  Motion carried.  

Public Hearings/Resolutions

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to open the public hearing on the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year budget and Truth In Taxation.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey opened the public hearing at 7:15pm.

Mayor Bailey gave a review of the Committee of the Whole discussions.  Clerk-Treasurer Fandell informed members the Library Board would be meeting as more accurate estimates of penal fines are now available and the Personnel Committee will also meet to review non-union wages so there may be some adjustments pending the outcome of those meetings.

II

Mayor Bailey asked for final comments.  None were given.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to close the public hearing.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey closed the public hearing at 7:20pm.

Moved by Councilperson Timmons, second by Councilperson Henderson to adopt Resolution 2010-20 Approving the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year Millage Rates.  Motion carried.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Timmons to adopt Resolution 2010-21 Amending the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year Water and Sewer rates.  Councilperson Henderson inquired if the flat rates were increased also.  Councilperson Hollenbeck inquired how much revenue would be generated.  Clerk-Treasurer Fandell stated all rate codes increased and the increase would generate approximately $17,000.

Roll Call Vote

Ayes:  (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays:  (0) None

Absent: (0) None

Motion carried.

Ordinances

Mayor Bailey presented amending Ordinance 100 Section 36-2.1 and Section 36-59.1 for introduction and public review.
Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Timmons to introduce Section 36-2.1 an amendment to the Code of Ordinances Section 36-2.  Motion Carried.

Moved by Councilperson Timmons, second by Councilperson Thomas to introduce Section 36-59.1 an amendment to the Code of Ordinances Section 36-59.  Motion Carried.

Appointments

Mayor Bailey presented the appointment list as submitted by Clerk Fandell for the Planning Commission, DDA Board, Board of Review, Library Board and Greater Gratiot Development Board.

Councilperson Schafer requested the Library Board appointment be tabled to allow the Library Board the opportunity to submit a recommendation to the Council.

Discussion on appointment process and term starting dates.  

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to table all appointments until the June 15, 2010 meeting.  Motion carried.

Agreement

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell reviewed the Mobile Medical Response Agreement with members.  

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Henderson to approve the agreement with Mobile Medical Response and authorize the City Manager to sign on behalf of the City.  Motion Carried.

City Manager Report

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Timmons to receive the City Manager’s written report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Councilperson Hollenbeck inquired on the selection of counties within MAGNET.  Chief Lytle explained the pools were selected several years ago and counties are not necessarily adjacent due to undercover work and County-to-County alliances.  Councilperson Thomas added that the risk management issues for insurance purposes were also a consideration.

III

Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, supported by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35585-35617 and Payroll Checks #8498-8546 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.

Commissioner Dilts talked about the Leadership Gratiot training program.

The meeting adjourned at 7:53pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







