
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAY 18, 2010
7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Thomas opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons, Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, Student Representative Charlie Stack and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Police Chief Steve Lytle.
Audience in attendance was Don Schurr, Dr. Kelvin Grant, Sue Stack, Bill Dilts, Kirk Smith and Michael MacDonald.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held May 4, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None were given.

Committee Reports

Student Representative Stack reported graduation ceremonies would be May 23, 2010 and the Teens Against Bullying group will be giving a presentation to the sixth graders on the subject.

Councilperson Thomas reported that the 911 Board is preparing ballot language for the August Primary election for a renewal of the current millage which is expiring.

Councilperson Schafer reported the Water Sewer Solid Waste Committee met to review water tower lease agreements proposed by Skyweb and TNC Access LCC for space on the towers. The committee recommends agreement approvals.  It also reviewed a request from Ithaca Coating LLC for a reduction on its water bill; the committee recommends no reduction to the bill. 
Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve the lease agreement with Skyweb for lease space on the west tower at a rate of $156.60 per month with a 2% annual increase.  Motion carried.

Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve the lease agreement with TNC Access LCC for lease space on the south tower at a rate of $200.00 per month with a 5% annual increase.  Motion carried.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster gave an update on the alley and street work proposed and on the Center Street railroad bridge inspection slated for this summer.  He informed members that the Planning Commission received a draft of the zoning plan to be incorporated with the Countywide Master Plan for review at its next meeting.  Manager Foster reviewed the location for the memorial bench and trees in Woodland Park and asked for any concerns.  None were given.  He updated members on the EECBG grant, the German exchange visit and informed members that Rummer Chevrolet was the low bid on the pickup truck and is within the budget.
Moved by Councilperson Timmons, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Public Hearings/Resolutions

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to open the Public Hearing for Pioneer Hi-Bred International IFT Application.  Motion carried.
Mayor Bailey opened the Public Hearing at 7:14pm

City Manager Foster stated the application is for an Industrial Facility Exemption for a Research and Development type facility, which he noted is the first of its kind in Ithaca and in the County.  The R&D type also receives additional incentives from the State of Michigan.
II

Don Schurr of Greater Gratiot Development spoke to the application process and introduced Dr. Kelvin Grant of Pioneer Hi-Bred International and Kirk Smith, project developer and contractor.

Mayor Bailey inquired of Mr. Smith, why there is such a rise in the drive.  Mr. Smith stated it was for water detention reasons.  

Dr. Kelvin Grant spoke to the project, stating that it was important to Pioneer to stay in Gratiot County and the company did receive offers from other counties and states.  Pioneer selected the Gratiot County site because Don and Chelsey made it happen on a tight timeline and appreciated the project.  He noted that Gratiot County sees $175M in agriculture production annually and the company hopes to work with Monosem, Inc and turn Ithaca into an Agricultural Production Center of Excellence.  The company has hired four new employees and will be starting 7 new temps soon.
Mayor Bailey asked what type of research would be performed.  Dr. Grant stated it is a corn breeding research facility and will be the key facility in the Northeast Region of Pioneer Hi-Bred International.  The old location will remain a research farm and all chemicals and restricted materials will be stored there to keep a safe environment for the school and city water supply.  DuPont is a good steward of the environment and keeping it safe.
Don Schurr discussed the importance of the facility location and commended the City and School, Kirk Smith and Pioneer Hi-Bred for a smooth and efficient process.  Mr. Smith thanked everyone on the project and commended the City, School and GGDI personnel for their professionalism, and economical fast manner for which the project stayed on task in the short time frame. 

Mayor Bailey asked for additional comments.  None were given.

Moved by Councilperson Henderson, second by Councilperson Thomas to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey closed the Public Hearing at 7:30pm.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve Resolution 2010-19 approving the Application of Pioneer Hi-Bred International, A DuPont Business for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for a new research and development facility at 317 Industrial Parkway.  Roll Call vote.

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays: (0) None
Abstain: (0) None

Motion carried.

New Business

Mayor Bailey stated a public hearing needed to be set for the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year Budget.
Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Henderson to set a public hearing for the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year Budget for June 1, 2010 at 7:15pm.  Motion carried.
Student Representative Stack informed members that the Suicide Prevention Coalition received a grant to purchase a suicide prevention program and are working to place the program in the Ithaca Schools.

Councilperson Schafer commended the City staff on the flower project organization and on the addition of the safety vests; for future planting, the city may want to purchase hand trowels for the children to help in the planting.

Old Business

City Manager Foster reported that he and Chief Lytle checked out Chaz Solutions as directed and feel they are too early in the process to support their request.  The company is not registered with the DEA and because it is not licensed for narcotics, collection would be a felony.

III

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Trexler to table the decision on the request of Chaz Solutions product “The Pill Catcher” indefinitely.  Motion carried.

City Manager Foster presented members with draft ordinance amending Section 36-2 and Section 36-59 with intent for introduction at the June 1, 2010 meeting.  He informed members he had requested funds from the County Finance Committee for the South Industrial Park Signs.  Angie Iocco and Doug Harkness also were in attendance and spoke on behalf of the signage issues and problems they endure by not having them. 
Clerk-Treasurer Fandell updated members on pending legislation which would allow on-line and PEG channel posting to satisfy the legal publication requirements as compared to newspapers only.

Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, supported by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35520-35584, Water Sewer Bond Debt Retirement Check #1010 and Payroll Checks #8452-8497 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Timmons to enter into closed session for a strategy session on the AFSCME Union contract.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to clear the audience.

Entered into closed session at 7:45pm.

Returned to open session at 8:13pm.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve the collective bargaining agreement with the AFSCME Union as amended, pending attorney approval.  Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 8:14pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







