
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAY 4, 2010
7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons, Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, Cathy Timmons and Larry Trexler.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell, Police Chief Steve Lytle and Fire Chief Dave Nelson.
Absent were Mayor Pro-Tem John Thomas, Student Representative Charlie Stack and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.
Audience in attendance was Ron Acton, Chuck Daniels, Clyde Parrott and Michael MacDonald.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held April 20, 2010 with correction to Page III ¶3 changing “his” to “is”.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None were given.

Committee Reports

Councilperson Trexler reported the Public Safety Committee met twice.  One meeting was to assess the equipment of the Fire and Police Departments.  The committee reviewed the pumper truck proposals, police car purchase cost of $33,000 with possible USDA grant and taser purchase, the inoperable vehicle ordinance, the parking fine structure in relation to neighboring communities and reviewed a proposal to update the Uniform Traffic Code to write traffic tickets under City ordinance versus the state law.  Mayor Bailey asked to receive the Committee recommendation item by item.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Schafer to proceed with the updating of the Code of Ordinances for the inoperable vehicle ordinance and the Uniform Traffic Code and parking fines.

Discussion on current parking tickets, fine increases and current enforcement of them.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Schafer to rescind the previous motion and amend to proceed with updating the Code of Ordinances for the inoperable vehicle ordinance and to review of the policies and procedures of the Uniform Traffic Code and parking fines for the next meeting and conduct a six month enforcement review.   Motion carried.

Councilperson Trexler stated the Committee met with the Townships and recommend the purchase of a new pumper truck.  Councilperson Timmons inquired on funding for the truck.  Manager Foster explained a USDA grant has been written and is in the review process.  The ordering process is a nine month process.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to purchase a pumper truck for the fire department.  Motion carried.

Department Reports

Police Chief Lytle reported on the April activity for the department, citing 98 complaints, 30 traffic stops and 4 arrests.  He updated members on officer attended trainings.  

Councilperson Hollenbeck inquired if the study for a light at Center Street and Union was completed.  Chief Lytle submitted the report and study showed that intersection does not have justification for a light, however Industrial Parkway and Center Street does.  City Manager Foster added that MDOT is reviewing the intersection again due to the increased economic development and truck traffic from the Industrial Park.
II

Mayor Bailey informed members that Chief Lytle has secured a grant to purchase tasers for the department.  The Public Safety Committee did a review of the safety, liability and officer reaction to the possible purchase.  Chief Lytle explained that the tasers to be purchased have a video camera included which starts when the taser is turned on.  He further explained that prior to any use, a policy must be approved and adopted and the officers must be MCOLES trained.  Chief Lytle discussed the effect a non-lethal force weapon has when gaining control of a suspect and asked Officer Leasher to give testimony on the use of tasers as he is certified currently.  Officer Leasher supported the use and stated that officers are hit by the taser as part of the MCOLES training and must be recertified as set by MCOLES standards.

Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve the purchase of two tasers for the police department and a cost of $3,032.95 with funds coming from the Gratiot County Community Foundation grant received.  Motion carried.

Moved by Councilperson Timmons, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to receive the Chief of Police’s report.  Motion carried.  

Presentation-Chaz Solutions

Mr. Chuck Daniels introduced himself, along with Mr. Clyde Parrott and Mr. Ron Acton of Chaz Solutions.  Mr. Daniels requested the City Council grant permission for the company to offer a free pill disposal on a Saturday for a period of three hours or 50,000 pills to residents.  In return, residents would receive information and a demo of the product and how to dispose of them in a manner that does not harm the environment.  The location would be the City Hall parking lot.
Mr. Clyde Parrott gave a review of the company, product and demonstration.  He explained the product is eco friendly process which dissolves drugs and turns them into a solid form for safe disposal; federal legislation to approve the process is still pending.  The product’s name is “The Pill Catcher” and is patent pending.

Mayor Bailey thanked Chaz Solutions and will have staff look into it further and the Council will take action at its next meeting.  

Public Hearings/Resolutions

City Manager Foster stated the City received an application from Pioneer Hi-Bred International for and Industrial Facility Tax Exemption at it’s 317 Industrial Parkway facility and a public hearing needs to be set.
Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Schafer to set the public hearing for the IFE Certificate Application for Pioneer Hi-Bred International for it’s facility at 317 Industrial Parkway for May 18, 2010 at 7:10pm.  Motion carried.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster reported that Steven Iocco of CAU Acquistions was nominated for Michigan Manufacturer of the Year.  Bill Henderson of Aircraft Precision Products, Inc won the award in 2008 and the City is proud to have both gentlemen from Ithaca for this statewide award.  Manager Foster updated members that funding is available for the Safe Routes to School grant program, however the sidewalk portion must only be a supplement to the entire grant.  A meeting is set up between he, the school and the State to review project updates and requirements.  The Village of Lakeview has successfully completed the program and has offered help if pursued.  City Manager Foster updated members on the economic development, CDBG survey and the exploration of US-127 Interchange Landscape Enhancement project and the Kubota purchase.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Timmons to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell updated members on the MGFOA, MML and MMTA legislative efforts concerning unfunded State mandates.
III

City Manager Foster received a request from Heather Kesselring for a contribution to the Evening in the Park program. The neighboring cities contribute.  Councilperson Timmons stated the IPC contributes to the program.  Clerk Fandell stated the city used to contribute but stopped when only one program was in Ithaca and was always the same entertainer.  Manager Foster said there are more programs this year with different entertainers than in the past.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Timmons to contribute $150 to the Evening in the Park program.  Motion carried.

Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, supported by Councilperson Schafer to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35466-35519, Water Sewer Construction Checks #1138-1139 and Payroll Checks #8403-8451 as listed in the Check Register Book. Clerk-Treasurer Fandell reviewed the Water Sewer Construction Fund and any overage will come from the Operating account.   Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







