CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

APRIL 20, 2010
7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor George Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Thomas opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey, Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, Student Representative Charlie Stack and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Fire Chief Dave Nelson.
Audience in attendance was Wilbur Rykert, Sue Stack and John Tanner.
Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comment.  
John Tanner of Rowe Inc. gave a summary of Capital Improvement Plan Bond Projects for the general obligations bonds sold.  The $4.1Million was used to complete five projects and because of a competitive construction bidding atmosphere, the funds were used to complete an additional six projects.  Projects were Lift Station Replacement at the Lagoons, Aquifier/hydrogeological Analysis for City Water Supply, Phases A, B, C and D Water Main Improvements, purchase a Sewer Vactor truck, Miscellaneous bonding and legal costs, Water System Analysis to identify the need for additional proposed water main work, Wastewater Treatment Lagoon slide gate replacements, Sanitary Sewer & Lift Station construction for S. St. Johns Street and N Elm Street.

Discussion on the adequacy of the lagoon system.  The system is adequate, but future industry growth could have an effect. 

Committee Reports

Student Member Charlie Stack reported that students who participated in the German exchange are currently “stuck” in Germany due to the volcanic ash and airports downing flights.  He expressed his appreciation for attending the MML conference and will be applying what he learned to is model for the UN Competition.
Councilperson Henderson reported that Equipment committee met to review the equipment needs of the Public Works department.  The Committee recommends increasing the budgeted limit for the pickup to $28,000 as bids are higher than estimated and replacing the current budgeted lift with a Kubota for use in the cemetery.  The equipment items are changing but no increase in the budgeted line item.

Moved by Councilperson Henderson, second by Councilperson Thomas to change the equipment from the lift to a Kubota and increase the amount allotted for the pickup for the 09-10 budget with no increase to the budget.  Motion carried.

Councilperson Timmons reported the Buildings and Grounds committee met to discuss the roof leak at the Historical Barn.  The lean-to needs to be repaired or removed, however since it is a historical site, repairs is State regulated and the committee directed the City Manager to contact the State of Michigan for the requirements.  The Committee also discussed the beautification and the East City entry sign.  The Committee recommends the city allow the Ithaca Promotional Committee to complete the project and utilize city resources for soil turnover for the flowers.
Moved by Councilperson Timmons, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve the beautification project in coordination with the Ithaca Promotional Committee.  Motion carried.

Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the Streets and Parking committee met to review road maintenance, sidewalk and alley conditions.  The committee directed the City manager to present a list of roads for repair.  The City Manager will determine which sidewalks and alley to repair based on maintenance severity and condition rating.
Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the Fair Board met.

II
Councilperson Thomas reported the Personnel Committee met on the DPW contract.  Language is being worked on with MERS and then will be forward for final ratification when completed.
Councilperson Schafer reported the Library board met to review and approve the budget for incorporation.  The MMNET fiber optic project will begin in April and a grant was received from the Community Foundation for the summer reading program.

Mayor Bailey made notation that the DDA and Planning Commission met and minutes are enclosed.
Department Reports
Fire Chief Nelson reported on the quarterly activity of the fire department.  The department received a grant from the Community Foundation for $10,000 for a foam unit.  A FEMA grant was written for a tanker truck and has moved to the second level.  The USDA grant was written for a pumper truck with a match of 5-15%.  Chief Nelson further reported that a countywide burn permit allowance is being developed.
Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to receive the Fire Chief’s report.  Motion carried.

City Manager Foster referenced the Rescue Chief’s report as Chief Gulick was unable to attend the meeting.  Moved by Councilperson Timmons, second by Councilperson Henderson to receive the Rescue Chief’s report.  Motion carried.

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell reported on property tax collection and settlement with the County, the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year budget and the Moody’s Investor’s Services bond rating review.  The City was able to maintain it’s BAA1 rating, which is very successful considering the economic state of the State.  Maintaining the rating was attributed to Council/Management relationships, the prudence with which our budget and finances are handled, future planning and goal sessions and economic growth in our industrial parks and commercial businesses.  Clerk-Treasurer Fandell also informed members of the timing for filling board and commission vacancies and term renewals of members.
Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to receive the Clerk-Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried.

Resolutions

City Manager Foster presented Resolution 2010-08 in support of Great Lakes Energy Research Park which if approved, shows the City is still in support of the project.  The project is smaller in scale and is a commercial demonstration project centered on a gasification unit planned to produce hydrogen and jet fuel using rocket technology.   

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Henderson to adopt Resolution 2010-08 Support of Great Lakes Energy & Research Park.  Motion carried.
2010-2011 Fiscal Year Budget

City Manager Foster introduced the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year budget and gave budget highlights.  Manager Foster stated that he expects adjustments to be made depending on the outcome of estimated items, such as revenue sharing.  The budget is lean, however all vital infrastructure and public services are being maintained and efforts of collaboration and creative solutions will continue.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Timmons to introduce the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year budget as presented.  Motion carried.

City Manager’s Report

City Manager Foster reported that a street light audit will be performed by Consumers Energy to verify that the number of lights being billed is to actual count.  New federal regulations are phasing out mercury vapor lamps and it is undetermined as to how the mandate will affect the City, the city has 100 mercury vapor lamps.
III

City Manager Foster updated members on the Smith Family Funeral Home project, DDA projects, Countywide Master Plan and the GIS Authority work.  He informed members that contact was made with MDOT for funding the realignment of Industrial Pkwy and Dilts Rd and on the potential millage for Greater Gratiot Development, Airport and MSU Extension.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.
Old and New Business

Councilperson Schafer discussed the youth program at the MML and what good representation Charlie was for the City of Ithaca.
City Manager Foster informed members that the German exchange will be the last week of May.  
City Manager Foster received a request from Chuck Daniels to support a collection site for a business he his is starting for prescription drug collection that solidifies the drugs to protect landfills.  Mayor Bailey shared concerns for liability on the City and the promotion of a business for profit.  Councilperson Timmons inquired where the actual collection would be held.   Mayor Bailey asked Manager Foster to check into the legal and liability issues and to ask Mr. Daniels to attend a City Council meeting.
Clerk-Treasurer Fandell informed that Election Inspector training will be held in July and is looking for more residents to become certified.
Councilperson Timmons stated the banners are ordered and the ground will be worked up by city staff for planting from St. Johns Street to the highway next year.

Councilperson Henderson stated that Consumers Energy should be contacted prior to the alley project as most of the current holes are the results of their line repairs.

Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35414-35465, Water/Sewer Construction Check #1135-1137 and Payroll Checks #8360-8402 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comment.  None were received.
The meeting adjourned at 8:10pm.
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