
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

APRIL 6, 2010

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons, Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Larry Trexler, Student Representative Charlie Stack and City Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell, Police Chief Steve Lytle and DDA Director Becky Roslund.

Absent was Councilperson Cathy Timmons due to a death in her family.

Audience in attendance was Sue Stack, Michael McDonald, Steven Iocco and Donald Schurr.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Henderson to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held March 16, 2010.  Motion carried.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to approve the minutes of the special meeting held March 29, 2010.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None were given.

Committee Reports

Student Representative Stack reported the school passed its NC Accreditation.  It also held a program for students on suicide and bullying, resulting in the formation of a new Bullying Task Force.

Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the MML Energy and Technology Committee met as well as the Fairboard.

Department Reports

Police Chief Lytle reported on the March activity for the department, citing 77 complaints, 37 traffic stops and 7 arrests.  Officers attended training on Crime Scene Photography and Evidence Collection and he on the new Marijuana Law.  The department will be holding robbery response training for area banking employees.  Training will be done in conjunction with the FBI and is limited to 150 attendees.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to receive the Chief of Police’s report.  Motion carried.  

DDA Director Becky Roslund reported the DDA is ordering banners for the east side of Ithaca to install from St. Johns Street to US 127 and is currently working with Alma and St. Louis on a brochure for the MDOT Welcome Centers. Advertising will be available to merchants that qualify through MDOT rules.  The DDA and Ithaca Promotional Committee (IPC) are creating a booklet to feature and Ithaca Activities Schedule, Fun Fest Schedule, map and showcase Ithaca businesses.  Advertising is available to all businesses.   Director Roslund informed members of the “Shop Ithaca bag promotion” and that the IPC is purchasing a new speaker system for the downtown and the old system can be refurbished for indoor use.  The Easter Egg Hunt was a large success and upcoming events are the Treasure Sale, Ladies Day, Flower Planting and the Dust Off Car Show.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to receive the DDA Director’s report.  Motion carried.

Library Director Root submitted a written report for the April activity at the library.  Councilperson Schafer reported that the board would be meeting on the budget and made notation of the White Pine Library Cooperative report. 

Moved by Councilperson Henderson, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to receive the Library Director’s report.  Motion carried.

II

Public Hearings/Resolutions

City Manager Foster stated the City received application for two Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption abatements from CAU Acquisition Company, LLC for its Raycraft Drive and Union Street facilities.  

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to open the public hearing for the IFE Certificate Application for CAU Acquisition Company LLC for the 100 Raycraft Drive location.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey opened the public hearing at 7:16pm.

Donald Schurr of Greater Gratiot Development Inc stated the application was for abatement on structure and personal property at the Raycraft facility.  Real property improvements in the amount of $424,499 and personal property in the amount of $173,872.

Mr. Steven Iocco of CAU Acquisitions explained the project is a 15,000 square foot expansion of the packaging facility for increase in production capacity and growth.  The company is expecting to create 50 new jobs and the facility currently employs 105 persons.

Mayor Bailey asked for final comments.  None were given.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Henderson to close the public hearing.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey closed the public hearing at 7:20pm.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to adopt Resolution 2010-06 Approving the Application of CAU Acquisition Company LLC for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for a manufacturing facility expansion at 100 Raycraft Drive.  

Roll Call Vote

Ayes:  (6) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Trexler, Bailey

Nays:  (0) None

Absent: (1) Timmons

Motion carried.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Henderson to open the public hearing for the IFE Certificate Application for CAU Acquisition Company LLC for the 515 Union street location.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey opened the public hearing at 7:25pm.

Donald Schurr of Greater Gratiot Development Inc stated the application was for abatement on real property improvements in the amount of $801,422 and personal property of $404,938 at the 515 Union Street facility making a total project investment of $1,206,360.  

Mr. Steven Iocco of CAU Acquisitions explained the project is a 64,000 square foot addition for warehousing to increase production floor space for its manufacturing growth. The project also replaces the existing roof and will add curb appeal for the neighboring residential area.  Personal property includes equipment needed for growth and production support. The company expects to create 125 new jobs and the facility currently employs 215 persons and runs two shifts.

Councilperson Hollenbeck inquired on the claw back provision.  Donald Schurr stated it was included in the agreement.

Mayor Bailey asked for final comments.  None were given.

Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Thomas to close the public hearing.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey closed the public hearing at 7:28pm.

III

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Schafer to adopt Resolution 2010-07 Approving the Application of CAU Acquisition Company LLC for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for a manufacturing facility expansion at 515 Union Street.  

Roll Call Vote

Ayes:  (6) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Trexler, Bailey

Nays:  (0) None

Absent: (1) Timmons

Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey thanked Mr. Iocco for his company’s continued investment in Ithaca.

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster reported the FEMA flood zone model and new aerial flyover for the Gratiot GIS Authority are both expected next week.  The planning commission will be meeting to review the Smith Funeral Home site plan and an easement may need to be granted for storm water detention.  Manager Foster discussed the Medical Marijuana law seminar.

Councilperson Trexler suggested the City stay proactive, as it seems to be a fast moving issue.

Manager Foster reported that the MDNR Trust Fund Application was submitted and the target date for selection is December. Approval has been given by the Community Foundation to proceed with using the grant dollars awarded toward a portion of the project.  Plans currently, are to use the field for parking and to get participants to use the Elm street entrance.  Councilpersons discussed the fence for the Johnson property lines.

Manager Foster informed members the Charter Franchise Agreement needs to be amended to include a renewal of the $0.09 charged to Charter customers for the local consortium fund (Public, Educational and Government PEG).  The bankruptcy filing of Charter eliminated this PEG fee and approval will authorize the collection and payment of the fee to the consortium.

Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to approve the Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement Attachment 2 and authorize the City Clerk to sign the agreement.  Motion carried.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Henderson to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell presented the delinquencies for the 2010 Tax Roll bill placement.  Property owners have until April 30, 2010 to pay the delinquencies or be placed on the 2010 roll for collection.

Moved by Councilperson Henderson, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to authorize the placement of the listed delinquencies on the 2010 property tax roll.  Motion carried.

Councilperson Hollenbeck asked for an update on the Safe Routes to School program grants.  City Manager Foster will report back.

Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, supported by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35360-35413 and Payroll Checks #8293-8359 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







