CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING

MARCH 29, 2010

6:15pm

The special meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor George Bailey at 6:15pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Thomas opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey, Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell.

Audience in attendance was Roxanne and Everett Hathaway, Michael McDonald, Scott Reinsmith and Mrs. Barnes.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comment.  None were given.

Park and Recreation Master Plan
Moved by Councilperson Timmons, second by Councilperson Henderson to open the public hearing for the Park and Recreation Master Plan.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey opened the public hearing at 6:20pm.

City Manager Foster gave an overview on the background and process of the plan.

Everett Hathaway of Just In Time Campground complimented members on the plan and shared concerns on Issue #2 and the addition of additional campsites to McNabb Park.  Mr. Hathaway shared that competition would hurt his facility and that of Leisure Lake Campground.  Mrs. Barnes, of Leisure Lake Campground, shared that campers and owners shop locally and support local businesses in the City for groceries, hardware, etc. and also felt that camping should be listed in the Private Recreation Section of the plan.

Mayor Bailey stated the City had received numerous requests of past years and throughout the plan review process for additional campsites at McNabb Park to accommodate the event participants, such as horse show owners, fair participants and AYSO Soccer families.  Fair participants want to stay near their animals during the fair and currently special permits are pulled, but are limited to two per year.  
Councilperson Timmons stated the reason for additional sites is to accommodate the patrons of events and not steal business or create competition.  Councilperson Trexler stated the expansion would be a limited number of sites.  Councilperson Thomas added that McNabb Park does not offer a lake for the campers like both private facilities do; just as the private facilities are not equipped for livestock care.

Roxanne Hathaway questioned listing the State Campgrounds since some may be closing.
City Manager Foster explained that they are required to be included in the plan.

Scott Reinsmith commented that the creation of a dog park is an excellent addition choice for Woodland Park.  He fosters dogs and has received positive feedback from many dog owners in the area that it would be widely used.  Mr. Reinsmith would volunteer his time to help keep the park clean if developed.
Councilperson Hollenbeck commented on a walking trail throughout the city.  Councilperson Timmons stated the city has one, however the trail is not marked and marking the route should be included in the master plan.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to close the public hearing.  Motion carried.  Mayor Bailey closed the public hearing at 6:37pm.

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Thomas to change the plan document to include camping under Private Recreation Facilities and incorporate the marking of the walking trail.  Motion carried.

II

Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Schafer to adopt Resolution 2010-04 Park and Recreation Master Plan.  

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays: (0) None

Absent: (0) None

Abstain: (0) None

Motion carried.

MNRTF Grant Application
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Timmons to open the public hearing for the 2010 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant Application.  Motion carried.
Mayor Bailey opened the public hearing at 6:44pm.  

City Manager Foster reviewed the application content and discussion was held on the funding match requirement.  

Everett Hathaway commented that his campground facility draws campers from AYSO events held at McNabb Park, and is aware of many who shop for supplies in the city.

Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to close the public hearing.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey closed the public hearing at 6:51pm.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Timmons to adopt Resolution 2010-05 in support of the McNabb Park Site Development 2010 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant Application.

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays: (0) None

Absent: (0) None

Abstain: (0) None

Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comment.  Everett Hathaway thanked the Council for the opportunity to voice concerns and for their positive reception.

Meeting Adjourned at 6:54pm.
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George Bailey, Mayor 

