CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MARCH 16, 2010
7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor George Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey, Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, Student Representative Charlie Stack and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell.
Audience in attendance was Wilbur Rykert, Sue Stack and Curtis Wildburg.
Moved by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comment.  None were given.
Committee Reports

Student Member Charlie Stack reported on the academic and athletic activities and awards of the students of the High School. Graduation for seniors will be May 27, 2010.
Councilperson Hollenbeck reported he joined the Energy and Technology Committee for the Michigan Municipal League and there is a bill in the House which if passed, will allow public notices to be published online and meet the legal posting requirements to save locals money.  He proposed submitting the Flower Project and parks to the MML for the Community Excellence Award, but staff recommends waiting until next year so video footage could be incorporated.  
Council members agreed to submit the project next year.

Councilperson Trexler reported on the Senior Activity Building Board status and events.

Mayor Bailey reported that the Committee of the Whole met for presentations on the budget goals and process and for property tax values for the 2010-11 fiscal years.  The Committee reviewed street projects and fund balance implications and discussed the impact of a private well if allowed to install at the school.
City Manager’s Report

City Manager Foster met with Spicer Engineering, the GIS Authority and the County Drain office on the ditch measurements for the FEMA Flood Maps and the topographical data FEMA has is incorrect.  He and Alma City Manager Phil Moore have asked for an appeal extension to submit corrected data.   Manager Foster reported that the City PASER Ratings for the streets are complete and will be adding sidewalks to the rating for next year; he is waiting for final approval from Lansing on the income survey, and updated members on the IPP program.

Manager Foster stated the USDA has received more funding and grants are available up to 35-40% funding.  He requested authorization to obtain pre-approval of a police car and fire pumper truck, which would not obligate the City to accept, however would place it at the top of the list for the higher grant percentages if awarded.
Moved by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to allow the City Manager to submit an application to the USDA for pre-approval of grant funding for a police car and fire pumper truck.  Motion carried.

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.
Old and New Business

Councilperson Schafer noted the thank you from residents Max and Stacy Newberry.
City Manager Foster updated members on the local construction projects and target dates for operation.
II

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell received notice that the City’s bond rating is up for review.  She further requested authorization to sign the Electronic Poll Book Agreement with the State of Michigan.  Signing the agreement will allow the City to use the electronic poll book at elections.  The City will receive a laptop, the program, a mouse, flash drive and training for free, funding is coming from the HAVA grant funds.  The City would be obligated to purchase virus protection software.
Moved by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Henderson to authorize the City Clerk to sign the Electronic Poll Book Agreement on behalf of the City.  Motion carried.
Payroll and Warrants

Moved by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35309-35359, Water/Sewer Construction Check #1134, Water/Sewer Bond Debt Check #1009 and Payroll Checks #8250-8292 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comment.  None were received.
The meeting adjourned at 7:32pm.
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