CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MARCH 2, 2010
7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tem John Thomas at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor Pro-Tem John Thomas, Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster and Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell.
Absent was Mayor George Bailey.

Audience in attendance was Charlie Stack, Sue Stack, Aden Villalobos, Creed Stapleton, Alex Oosterhoff, Jenna Ryder, Mike Lehner, Logan Beard, Christian Marble and Mike McDonald.
Mayor Pro-Tem Thomas welcomed Charlie Stack as the Ithaca High School student representative to the City Council.

A motion was made by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Pro-Tem Thomas asked to receive public comment.  Introductions of students in the audience for the government class were made.
Committee Reports

Mayor Pro-Tem Thomas reported that the Committee of the Whole met and deferred the report to Councilperson Schafer.  Councilperson Schafer reported that the 5-Year Park and Recreation draft submitted by the City Manager was reviewed and recommends setting the Public Hearing for public input on the final document.  The Committee reviewed the water meter settlement proposal and recommends its acceptance.  The Committee further reviewed a private well request from Paul Chamberlain due to the distance of the water main ROW being more than 200 feet away and recommends approval of the request.

A motion was made by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to approve the request made from Paul Chamberlain for a private well at parcel #29-52-080-018-50.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Trexler to accept the settlement proposal from SLC Meter, Inc for a refund on the water meters in the amount of $10.00 per meter.  Motion carried.
Councilperson Schafer reported the Library Board met and the Director is working on the new fiscal year budget and informed the members that memorial funds are up; however the penal fines are expected to be lower than the prior year.  The staff also submitted a grant application to the Gratiot County Community Foundation to help fund the summer reading program.

Councilperson Trexler commented that penal fines may continue to decrease with the mph being increased to 65 on the freeway.  City Manager Foster stated the expected date is April 1, 2010.
Department Reports

Mayor Pro-Tem Thomas referenced the Police Department’s monthly report and due to the absence of Police Chief Lytle, asked that questions be directed to the City Manager.  The written report was on the February activity, showing 87 complaints with 29 traffic stops.  It included training information and and update on the State 302 training funds as well as the monthly statistics reports. 
A motion was made by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Henderson to receive the Police Chief’s report.  Motion carried.

II

City Manager’s Report

City Manager Foster reported that he and members of the staff and city council will begin the door-to-door calling to complete the sample testing for the income survey and expect it to be completed by the next meeting.  He informed members that KASL Technologies is selling the internet business and has met with the prospective new owners regarding the lease agreement. 

City Manager Foster reported that Revenue Sharing is expected to take a cut of 15-20% and with the lower property tax values; the City could be looking at a decrease in the general fund nearing $100,000.  A meeting of the Committee of the Whole will be held to give a budget and assessing presentation to department heads and committee members.  Manager Foster updated members on the GIS Authority, FEMA Flood maps, GAS lease, and the MEDC Capitol Day.
A motion was made by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Trexler to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.
Old and New Business

Mayor Pro-Tem Thomas called for the setting of the Special Meeting and Public Hearings as listed on the agenda.
A motion was made by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Hollenbeck to set a Special City Council Meeting for the purpose of holding public hearings and possible acceptance or adoption of the Park and Recreation 5-year Plan and the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant application for 2010 for Monday, March 29, 2010 at 6:15pm.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilperson Timmons, second by Councilperson Henderson to set two Public Hearings to take comments on the CAU Acquisitions, LLC Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption applications for April 6, 2010 at 7:15pm for the 515 N. Union Street property and the second at 7:25pm for the 100 Raycraft Drive property.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Timmons to set a Public Hearing to take comments on the Park and Recreation 5-Year Plan for Monday, March 29, 2010 at 6:20pm.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilperson Henderson, second by Councilperson Timmons to set a Public Hearing to take comments on the 2010 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant application for Monday, March 29, 2010 at 6:35pm.  Motion carried.

Payroll and Warrants

A motion was made by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35253-35308 and Payroll Checks #8203-8249 as listed in the Check Register Book.  

Councilperson Schafer inquired on the Peerless Midwest invoice for repair of Well #6.  Clerk-Treasurer Fandell stated the work was performed in November with Council approval.  The invoice was submitted as an insurance claim and an oversight of payment occurred; no late fees or penalties were applied.  Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 7:35pm.
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John C. Thomas, Mayor Pro-Tem 

