
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MARCH 1, 2011

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Hollenbeck opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, Student Representative Matt DesRochers and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Chief of Police Steve Lytle.

Audience in attendance was Marcus Kremsreiter, Victoria Kimball and Commissioner Bill Dilts.
Moved by Timmons, second by Hollenbeck to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held February 15, 2011 with corrections.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments.  None were given.  

Mayor Bailey welcomed the government students to the meeting.

Committee Reports

Student Representative DesRochers reported on the student activity and academic events at the high school. He highlighted the team championships and upcoming state competitions.
Councilperson Trexler reported the Public Safety Committee met to discuss the 2011-2012 fiscal year budgets of the Fire and Rescue Departments.  The Committee was joined by the serviced townships.  He reported the townships were in support of continued funding to the Fire reserves and the budget reflects this.  The Committee is forwarding the budgets to the Ways and Means committee for full budget incorporation.

Councilperson Schafer reported that the library has added a program for the Headstart class and the board held discussions on the Community Foundation grant programs and the ICAA alumni drive.
Department Reports

Chief Lytle reported on the February activity of the Police Department.  Officer statistics have been added to the report.  He reported that officers have fewer miles on the patrol vehicles but are staying active.  The Homeland Security grant in the amount of $1,600 for the ANSI coats for the crossing guards was received and the guards are very visible to traffic now.  Chief Lytle updated members on liaison officer TEAM training and a business surveyed performed by the department.

Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to receive the Police Chief’s report.  Councilperson Timmons inquired on funding for the liaison officer.  Chief Lytle said it has not been secured but he is looking for grant funding.   Motion carried.
City Manager Report

City Manager Foster reported that the pumper truck has been delivered and the staff is transitioning equipment from the old truck.  He informed members that the Pattengill Monument has been approved for a historical site marker from the State of Michigan, the Kernen building has received approval to apply for a façade grant and the company which repairs the County clock will be repairing the hands on our town clock in the near future.  Manager Foster updated members on the Governor’s plan for revenue sharing and MEDC programs, the Urban Cooperation Act and the DNR Trust Fund grant status for McNabb Park.  He further updated members on the Historical barn work, the Consumer Energy lighting upgrades and tree trimming.
Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Henderson to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Councilperson Timmons stated the downtown speaker system is still in need of repair.
Clerk-Treasurer Fandell requested that a public hearing date be set for the GREAT Plan.
Moved by Schafer, second by Trexler to set a public hearing to hear comment on the City’s Master Plan, known as the GREAT Plan for April 5, 2011 at 7:10pm.  Motion carried.
City Manager Foster stated only sixteen responses to the City on-line survey have been received.

Councilperson Schafer inquired if the crushed concrete purchase was for the alleys.  City Manager Foster stated it was and for future stock.  She asked that the City continue to monitor the Consumer Energy bills in relation to Volunteer Energy’s proposal.

Claims, Accounts and Payroll

Moved by Thomas, supported by Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #36594-36631 and Payroll Checks #9529-9576 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  

Commissioner Dilts commented that he was impressed with the collaboration and the manner in which the Public Safety Committee meeting was run in regards to the Fire and Rescue operations.  He reported that the county is looking at a 34% decrease in revenue sharing.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:38pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







