CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

FEBRUARY 16, 2010
7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor George Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Schafer opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey, Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Building Inspector Dale Sherman.
Audience in attendance was Wilbur Rykert and Michael McDonald.
A motion was made by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Timmons to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comment.  None were given.
Committee Reports

Councilperson Trexler reported that the Public Safety Committee met to review the Fire and Rescue budgets for 2010-2011 fiscal year.  The committee recommends forwarding to the Ways and Means Committee for budget incorporation.
Resolution
Mayor Bailey presented Resolution 2010-03 for amending the Zoning Ordinance for the property located on Center Street to be rezoned from C-1 to C-2.  If adopted, the zoning would allow Smith Funeral Homes to construct a Funeral Home at the location.  City Manager Foster added that all property owners were notified as required and no negative or positive feedback was received.  The public hearing was attended by one adjoining property owner who questioned the master land use plan and how the project would affect it.
A motion was made by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to adopt Resolution 2010-03 Amending the Zoning Ordinance.
Councilperson Timmons inquired if an alternate route, Avenue D, would be used by the Funeral Home to avoid traffic congestion on Center Street and if the project would make the traffic light request for Industrial Pkwy intersection viable.  City Manager Foster stated he has corresponded with MDOT regarding the light.  Councilperson Hollenbeck asked if MDOT would reject the project based on the Business Route and possible congestion.  City Manager Foster stated the curb cut could be an issue, but Mr. Smith is aware of it.
Motion carried with the following roll call vote:

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays: (0) None

Absent: (0)

City Manager’s Report

City Manager Foster updated members on the FEMA Flood Maps refute, Countywide Master Plan, GAS lease, EECBG Energy grant and Gratiot area development news.  He further reported that the DDA has made repairing the North Downtown Parking Lot and Alley a priority and he will be working with the board on financing through grant programs and the possible use of the CDBG funds on hand as a match for any potential grant dollars received.  The project estimated cost is $95,000.  
Manager Foster reported that calls of appreciation were received and commended the DPW for its snow clearing efforts and process.  Members echoed his comments.
Manager Foster stated work is beginning on the small wind turbine ordinance as the city and neighboring cities are receiving requests to install for residential wind power. 

A motion was made by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.
II
Old and New Business

Councilperson Timmons asked about the income survey status and the Community Foundation Grant applications.  Manager Foster state the random sampling is complete and Allison Roslund has offered to go to the households as part of community service project.  He further stated that Chief Nelson and Chief Lytle are both writing grants for equipment to the GCCF for this year.
Councilperson Hollenbeck asked about the status of the campsites at McNabb Park and an update on the Safe Routes to School program.  Mayor Bailey stated they are on hold until the new lease agreement is complete.  Manager Foster informed members that the funding for the Safe Routes program has not been secured, however Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan is providing some funding for the program.  
City Manager Foster stated he will be taking the National Safety FEMA training which is required by FEMA to be eligible for FEMA funds in the event of a disaster.  

Councilperson Schafer shared a thank you received from the Raduchas for the quick response in taking care of the tree damaged by the storm as it was a major safety concern.  She also shared the literature received from Senator Kahn and Representative Opsommer, which was sent to residents, regarding property tax assessments and information forums they will be holding.
Payroll and Warrants

A motion was made by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35199-35252, Water/Sewer Construction Check #1133 and Payroll Checks #8160-8202 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comment.  None were received.
The meeting adjourned at 7:50pm.
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