CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

FEBRUARY 2, 2010
7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor George Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Thomas opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey, Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Larry Trexler and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and Police Chief Steve Lytle.
Absent was Councilperson Cathy Timmons.

Audience in attendance was David Nelson and Michael McDonald.
A motion was made by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Henderson to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.   Councilperson Schafer noted a correction to Committee Reports that the McNabb Park Commission should be the Parks and Recreation Commission.  In addition, change the word “the” to “that” in the fifth paragraph.   Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comment.  None was given.
Committee Reports

There were no committee reports.
Department Reports

Police Chief Lytle reported on the January activity of the department.  Officers issued warning tickets for vehicles impeding snow removal.  Patrol mileage was down for the month due to more stationary patrol as well as officers working to close cases for the 2009 year.  Chief Lytle reported that Lisa Young was hired as the part-time clerk and the department will now be open to the community during the morning hours.  He informed members that the Gratiot County Herald is printing awareness articles on individual officers for the community to learn about the quality of law enforcement the City employs.
A motion was made by Councilperson Hollenbeck, second by Councilperson Trexler to receive the Police Chief’s report.  Motion carried.

Resolutions

City Manager Foster introduced Resolution 2010-02 which if adopted, would name Avenue D and add it to the MDOT Act 51 Street System map.  

A motion was made by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Thomas to adopt Resolution 2010-02 Adding Public Streets to Act 51 Street System.  Motion carried.
Change Orders

City Manager Foster discussed Change Order #3 for the Water Main project Phase D.  The change order adjusts for final amounts and will close out the project.

A motion was made by Councilperson Schafer, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve Water Main project Phase D Change Order #3 at a net cost of zero dollars. Discussion held on the change order items and the net amount of zero for the order.  Motion carried.

City Manager’s Report

City Manager Foster reported that the water and sewer infrastructure work at the Pioneer site was completed by the DPW crew; and complimented the crew on a good job in rough cold conditions.  He informed members that he was getting estimates on repairing the Industrial Park sign.  
Manager Foster updated members that the Hazard Mitigation plan was ready to apply local strategies, the Countywide Master Plan draft was available on-line for member review, the Planning Commission would be meeting on a rezoning request from Smith Funeral Homes for the rezoning of property next to Burger King and reported on the site visit he and Councilperson Hollenbeck made to the Isabella County fairgrounds.
II

Manager Foster reported that the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant was received and each City and County owned buildings will have an in depth energy audit and creation of an overall energy efficiency plan.  Small businesses will be eligible for mini grants to supplement 

Consumers Energy and federal and state incentives for qualifying energy efficiency upgrades, in addition the Wilcox Non-Profit Center will receive funds for building upgrades.  He added that the Gratiot Community Foundation received $80,000 in additional grant funds for the next year.
A motion was made by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Henderson to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.
Old and New Business

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell stated a proposal was received from Marci Browne of American Choice Realty for listing the Westwind Lots and Ken Miller of Miller Realty declined to bid.  Clerk Fandell requested approval to enter into a contract with American Choice Realty.

A motion was made by Councilperson Trexler, second by Councilperson Schafer to enter into a contract with Marci Browne of American Choice Realty to list and sell the Westwind lots for a period of one-year.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey reported that the Managers and Mayors of Alma, Ithaca and St. Louis met to discuss collaboration efforts for services and equipment.  All three cities are on board and will be meeting again.  
Councilperson Schafer shared an appreciation communication she received for the Council from library employee Gail Paradise.  She complimented Manager Foster on the “State of City” and staff on the newsletter.
Payroll and Warrants

A motion was made by Councilperson Thomas, second by Councilperson Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #35144-35198 and Water Bond Construction Check #1132, and Payroll Checks #8113-8159 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comment.  Fire Chief Dave Nelson thanked DPW Director Bob Studt and the Council for letting Dave Bowen cover standby for George Blyton’s funeral and Councilperson Trexler shared the appreciation of the Senior Activity Board for Will DeVuyst’s participation also.  Members commented on the valuable employees the City has and their generous contributions to the community.
The meeting adjourned at 7:34pm.
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