
CITY OF ITHACA

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

JANUARY 18, 2011

7:00pm

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Bailey at 7:00pm and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Councilperson Hollenbeck opened with prayer.

Present were Mayor George Bailey and Councilpersons Brian Henderson, L.D. Hollenbeck, Alice Schafer, John Thomas, Cathy Timmons, Larry Trexler, and Attorney Jefferson Arnold.  Staff present was City Manager Chelsey Foster, Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell, Fire Chief Dave Nelson and Rescue Chief Jamie Gulick.

Absent was Student Representative Matt DesRochers.

Audience in attendance was T. Stewart and R. Dhillon.

Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Timmons to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held January 4, 2011.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey asked to receive public comments and for introductions from the government students.  Mr. Stewart and Miss Dhillon were attending for class.
Committee Reports

Student Representative DeRoschers submitted a written report highlighting the Model UN team, Ithaca BPA regional competition, Quiz Bowl, Cheer and the approval of a digital media class for high school students.  
Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to receive the Student Representative’s report.   Motion carried.

Councilperson Timmons reported the Building and Grounds committee met to discuss lighting upgrades as recommended by the energy audit.  Upgrading City Hall, DPW and the Public Safety/Community Center buildings can be done for $12,722, however a Consumers Energy rebate will be received making the cost to the City $4,313.45 with an estimated annual energy savings of $5,400.  The Committee recommends proceeding with the project.

Moved by Timmons, second by Hollenbeck to approve the recommendation of the Committee and update the lighting at a cost of $4,313.45.  Motion carried.

The Committee also discussed the possible sale of a lot to the Habitat for Humanity.  Recommend proceeding with the offer for them to purchase the lot on Barber Street (050-052-70), subject to any closing cost, assessments, or any other cost associated with selling the lot.
Moved by Timmons, second by Hollenbeck to offer to sell the lot on Barber Street (parcel #050-052-70) to the Habitat for Humanity and authorize the City Manager to handle the details and report back with final pricing.

Discussion on the existing footage set aside for possible walkway and access to the County drain.  Moved by Timmons, second by Hollenbeck to amend the motion to add a 14 foot easement be maintained on the lot for the walkway and access to the county drain.  Amended Motion carried
Motion carried.

Councilperson Hollenbeck reported the Fairboard met and reports are included.

Councilperson Thomas reported the Personnel Committee met to update the Longevity Policy for 25 years of service.  Committee recommends allowing a $150 cash option or DeMinimus benefit as part of 25 years longevity benefit such as a watch.
Moved by Thomas, second by Trexler to adopt the Longevity Policy as drafted to include a one-time additional $150.00 or DeMinimus benefit as selected by the City Manager for 25 years of service.  Motion carried.

Councilperson Trexler reported the Public Safety Committee met to discuss the structures of the Fire and Rescue Departments, Officer Appointments, 2011 Sinking Fund contributions and the labeling of the new fire trucks.  The Committee recommends further study of operations, finances and staffing of the departments.  The Committee recommends that when a Rescue situation requires the Fire Department be present, that the Fire Chief be in command.  The Committee recommends the contribution to the sinking fund be eliminated or significantly reduced for the next budget year because of the new truck purchases and the new trucks naming will be “Ithaca Fire Department”.

Department Report

Chief Gulick reported on the quarter’s activities for the Rescue Department, a staff member update and on the next year’s budget preparation.  The County EOC is purchasing pagers and radios for the Department as part of the system upgrade.  

Moved by Timmons, second by Henderson to receive the Rescue Chief’s report.  Motion carried.

Chief Nelson reported on the quarter’s activities for the Fire Department.  He updated members on the pumper truck status and loose equipment ordered for it.  Once the equipment has been received, he will submit for grant reimbursement from the Gratiot Community Foundation.  He reported that once delivered, the truck will go into service about a week later.  He further informed members that the tanker truck is due to arrive in early April.

Moved by Thomas, second by Henderson to receive the Fire Chief’s report.  Motion carried.

Clerk-Treasurer Fandell reported on the investments and financials for the quarter ending December 31, 2010.  She informed members of the FDIC changes and on the Departments activities for the quarter.

Moved by Trexler, second by Timmons to receive the Clerk-Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried.

Resolutions

City Manager Foster presented Resolution 2011-01 a Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The former plan submitted by the County never received FEMA approval.  The local communities collaborated on this plan and the draft plan has been approved by FEMA.  A plan is necessary in the event of a disaster, to obtain FEMA funding.

Moved by Trexler, second by Hollenbeck to adopt Resolution 2011-01 Hazard Mitigation Plan Adoption.  Motion carried.
City Manager Foster presented Resolution 2011-02 the GREAT Master Plan Distribution Approval.  The plan’s economic section was updated and now is ready for approval and distribution to the neighboring units and public.

Moved by Thomas, second by Timmons to adopt Resolution 2011-02 the Gratiot Regional Excellence & Transformation (GREAT) Master Plan Distribution.  

Roll Call:

Ayes: (7) Henderson, Hollenbeck, Schafer, Thomas, Timmons, Trexler, Bailey

Nays: (0) None
Abstain: (0) None

Motion Carried

City Manager Report

City Manager Foster updated members on current projects and grant statuses.  He informed members that the DDA was looking at a possible mini façade program.  Manager Foster requested a Board retreat for goal reviews and budget kickoff and will be conducting a survey of residents on what services are important to them.  
Moved by Hollenbeck, second by Henderson to receive the City Manager’s report.  Motion carried.

Old and New Business

Councilperson Hollenbeck requested financial statements from outside committees.

Claims, Accounts and Payroll

Moved by Thomas, supported by Trexler to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to say Committee for payment; Accounts Payable Checks #36438-36493 and Payroll Checks #9387-9736 as listed in the Check Register Book.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bailey asked to receive Public Comments.  None were given.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55pm.
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Barbara Fandell, City Clerk-Treasurer

George Bailey, Mayor







